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ADVERTISEMENT. 


MANY excellent books have been written 
on the ſubjett of Faith, but moſt of them, 
which the author has met with, are either 
principally adapted to believers, too intri- 
cate for the literate to underſtand, or too 
dear for the well-diſpoſed to give many 
away He has therefore endeavoured to 
ſuit this both to believers and unbelievers ; 
' as well as to render it plam to the meaneſt 
' Capacity, How far he may have ſucceeded ' 
?n the attempt, he leaves a candid public 
to determine. | K_- 

The price of Paper, Printing,an d Bind- 
ng, 1s greatly advanced fince the Author 
publiſhed his laſt editzpn, and he finds it 
needful to add a little to-the price of hits. 
book ; yet he begs leave to ſay, that the Þrice 


fell remains much lower than the PRESENT _' 


 walue of books; and he hopes that the weals, 
' thy and prous will be induced to diſtribute 
them among ſt thoſe whoſe poverty prevents 
them from purchaſing, and thoſe who being 
deſflitute of vital godlineſs, have no mclt= 
nation to buy for themſelves. —___ 

This publication may be had. with the 
Divine Cordials for True Workapers, _ 
_ _ 


CIP 


end alſo, The Dialogues on a Preparation 
for Death, by the ſame author, all bound 


together, price Is. Or gl. 13s. 6d. per 


hundred. 

N. B. The whole contains all the leading 
truths im doctrinal, experimental, and prac- 
tical religion; when bound may laſt for the 
uſe of children's children, and ts neat and 

ſuitable for any one to circulate amongst the 

 relrgious or prephane; for which important 
reaſons the bound ſtate is moſt earneſtly 

recommended. ; 

Letters addreſſed to the Author, at Town 
Sutton, Kent, (poſt paid) will be duly at; 
bended to. 


A GUIDE 


4 GUIDE, &@c, 


TAKE the liberty affettion- 

ately to put thee in mind, my 
dear reader, of what 15 known by 
moſt, yet properly thought of by 
very few, which 1s, that we muſt - 
ſhortly die, Our precious gsouls 
muſt ſoon appear before God's 
Judgment, Seat; either to: be 
doomed with Satan to everlaſting 
mitery, or welcomed by Jeſus 
Chrift to eternal glory. It 1s my 
prayerthat glory may be thy happy 
portion. Seeing God threatens to 
pour his fury on the nations that 
know him not, and on the families 
that call not on his name, (Jer. 1g 
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25.) I hope thou, inſtead of liv- 
ing 1n that ſad Rate, as too many 
do, without ſamily prayer, under 
God Almighty's carla. art earneſtly 

Praying ior a knowledge of the 
forgiving love of Chriſt, and for 
the ſalvation of thy precious ſoul : 

however, let me intreat thee notto 
Tead this book once or twice only 
1n a careleſs manner, and then 
throw it aſide, but to read it repcat- 
edly and carefully with earneſt 
prayer and ſelf examination, to ſee 
whether Ay /oul be 1n a ſtate of fal- 
vation or condemnation; and thou 
wilt do well to lend 1t thy neigh- 
bours, relations and acquaintance; 

and topray that God the Spirit may 
make 1t profitable toall whoread it, 
As proteſtant Chriſtianity is a 
bleſſed religion happily eſtabliſhed 


in this kingdom, moſt people think 


jney are believers in Chriſt; I wiſh 
they 
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OR 


Comp" 


they were really ſo; becauſe all the 
ſins of ſuch arepardoned; they hive 
godlily, righteouſly and ſoberly in 
this world, and they are ſure to 
reion with Chriſt in Heaven after 
death. But, dear reader, if thou 
wilt careſully examine what the 
ſcriptures ſay about /azth, beltevers 
and beherng, tzou mayelt clearly 
ſee, that numbers, who think they 
believe, are abſolutely unbeli- vers, 
and in the broad road 'to eternal 
death ; whillt ſome who fear they 
do nad believe are real beltevers, 
and in the nar1ow way to everlaſt- 
life. Therefore as even the 
render and mild Saviour hath po« 
ſively told thee that the ſaivation 
or dan::ation of thy prectons ſoul 
is at ſtake. (Matk xvi. 16.) I re- 
commend to thy careful conſiders 
ation the following chapters : 
CYAPTER LI. 
A4 .— 
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Faith. 
CHAPTER II. 


T he effects which the Scriptures afſure 
ws true faith produceth in theje who 


have it. Whence it wwill appear 
CHAPTER 111. 


T hat many who think themſelves be- 


lievers are not ſo. Then conclude, 
CHAPTER TV. 


A feriptural Deſcription of true 


v ak. al tab Lt od YET? © * oe 2 I. _ 


With an affectionate addreſs to thoſe . 


evbo ftrive to believe, but fear they dn 
rs to thoſe who know that they 


are ble ef quith true faith. | 


'»It is my Prayer, and I hope, dear 
reader, it 1s thine alſo, that God ihe 
ſpirit may ſolemnize thy mind, and 
make what 1s written eternally proe 
— Able to thy foul, 1 now procecd to 


 CraPprEr I. 


In which I am to give 'thee a ſcrihe 


tural deſcription of true faith ; 


zs of the grace of faith, with which 
Yet 


eternal life is connededs 


that 


a - 
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Yet as oppolite ideas will make 
the truth appear more evident and 
ſtriking, I ſhall ſhew thee firſt what 
15 not true faith, and then what the 
grace of faitk 1s; alſo point out 
{ome charatters who are miſtaken 
3 in their ideas reſpetting 1t as I go 
'F ny: And, 

True faith is not a natural 
mole as ſome have ſoppoſed ; 
"there being nothing in the ary 
ſtock of nature that can produce it, 
any more than Adam could pro- 
duce life in himſelf at the firlt ; 
but true faith 1s a fruit, or grace, 
of the Holy Spirit. That it is 
ſo 1s plain, becaule God tells us 
that © The fruwt of the ſparit 
iS faith' * (GALATIANS, Vs 

22.) 

®* If, as is ſuppoſed by ſome valuable cha. 
raters, the above cited expreſſion means. 
FAITHFULNESS, the author preſumes EVEN 
1x1s fully eſtabliſhes his: ſeatiment: for a 
| perſon 
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292.) He calls it, © The fruit of the 
; 5 becauſe none but God the 

pirit can convey the grace of faith 
to the ſoul; and becauſe all who 
have not the ſpirit are unbelievers 
(Rom. viii. g.) How awſul and 
dangerous then muſt the ſlate of 
thoſe be, who preſume to ſay, that 
the ſpirit's influences are not to be 
experienced on the ſoul in thepre- 
ſent day, Such greatly err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures nor the 
power of godlineſs; ſor if they real- 
ly knew the one or the other, they 
would not deny loimportant a fact. 
May the © Lord pour down upon 
. all Biſhops and Curates, and all 
congregations committed to their 


perſon muſt receive the grace of faith, before 
he can produce the fruit of faithfulneſs. 
Faith being the causEt muſt exift, before 
' faithfulneſs, which is the EFFECT, can poſ- 
fibly be produced. 


charge, 
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Pr”) 
: charge, the healthſul ſpirit of his 
{ grace ; ' and then the glorious doc- 
| trine of inſpiration will be felt and 
{ preached inſtead of being denied, 
and the flock will be ſought more 
and the fleece leſs ! 

2. Thoſe people are awfully miſ- 
taken who ſuppole that they always 
believed; for no perſon canbelieve 
until he 1s regenerated. When 
Adam fell into fin, all that love to 
God which happily glowed in his 
ſoul before, with every other per- 
feftion, flew from him; and now 
nothing but a flood of in1quities is 
found in the human brealt ; there- 
fore no perſon hath the grace of 
faith whilſt in that ſtate of nature 
and lin, in which a// are born into 
the world. Hence God ſays, * A/l 
men have not faith,” (2 Thel. in. 
2.) © He hath concluded them all 
(that 1s, naturally,) z unbelief; 

9 (Rom. 


- 


| 


(Rom. xi, 32.) © and that they are 


* children 2n whom 1s no faith” 


(Deut. xxx11. 20.) For this reaſon 
our blelled Saviour tells us, that 
none cango to Heaven unleſs they 
are regenerated and born again 
(John 11. 5 ); and therefore God 


graciouſly conveys or puts the 


graceof faith into the ſoul when he. 


Tegenerates it by his holy ſpirit. 
Hence it iscalled © The FAITH OP 
THE OPERATION OF GOD,'(Col. 
11. 12.) and believers are called 
* The temples of the Holy Ghoſt ;"* 
which God fays *zs in "then (1 
Cor. vi. 19.) Thus it 1s evident, 
that the efence or grace Ol laithis a 
fruit of the ſpirit, wrought in the 
ſoul by the Lord when he regene- 
rates it ; and that no perſon hath 
It till then. 

3. Thoſe perſons are alſo dange- 
rouſly deccived who ſuppoſe, that 


people 
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7 people in general are regenerated 

A born again, and made partakers of 

© faith, inthe ordinance vf water bap- 

' tiſm. If that were true, miniſters 
© might make people believers and 
ſend themto heaven by adminiſter= 
ing thatordinance; or preventtheir 

k receiving the grace of faith, and 

| leave them to fall into hell at their 
humour by rcſuſing to baptize 
them ; « which is contrary to SCrip= 
ture ; ad an infult to common 
ſenſe: thereforethe churchol Eng- 
land wiſely denies 1t, by —_ 
in her twenty-fev enth article, that 
* Bapti/m 2s a ſign of the new birth,” 
not the new birth itſelf, It is pro- 
bable that the church may have. 
called baptiſm a gn, picture, or. 
repreſentation of the new birth, 
becauſe as baptizing with water 
1mplics our natural filth, and repre- 
ſents our need of cleanſing ; - fo 
the 
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the new birth implies that we were 


born 1n fin, and demonſtrates that 
we need renewing and fanttiſying 
by the holy ſpirit. But almoſt any 
ſchool-boy can tell the vaſt d:fer- 
ence between the /;gn of any thing, 
and the particalar thing that the 
ſign repreſents. It 18 not uncom- 


mon for therepreſentation, pitture. 


or //gn of King George to be 
placed at the door of an inn, but 
if the maſter ol the houſe were to 
proclaim himſclt the King of Eng- 
land, becauſe the ſign of the King 
is at his door, he would ſoon ſmart 
for his folly as an uſurper, traitor, 
and rebel, Juſt as awlully mil- 
taken are they who {uppole they 
are regenerated, born again, and 
made partakers of the grace of 
faith, merely, becauſe they have 
had, what 1s called, the {gn of the 

new 
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Fnew birth adminiftercd to them in 
= water baptiſm. 
: 6 The Church catechiſm alſo very 
Z properly tells us, in the queſtions 
and anſwers about the {acraments, 
© not that we are bornagain in water 
# baptiſm, No! but that * [le 1n- 
= © ward and ſpiritual Grace, 25 a 
= * geath unto fin, and a new birih- 
, © unto righteouſneſs ; for being by 
# © nature born 1 /in, and children 
* of wrath, we are hereby (that 1s 
*© by inward and ſpiritual grace 
* made the (manileſtative) children 
' of grace. Hence it appears that 
ln they are dangerouily deceived who 
; ſuppoſe that people in general are 
regenerated, born again, and made 
partakers of the grace of faith in 
water baptiſm. A perſon may be 
baptifecd, and re-bapuiſed, a thou- 
land times, and like Simon Magnus 
remain in © the gait of buiterneys,” 
without 


La 
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without one ſpark of the grace of Þ 
faith all his life, and like Judas be ! 
loſt at lalt. To regenerate, and to © 
| convey the grace of faith to the 
ſoul, are not the aftions of men, * 
but the works of God. (Joan vi. 
|} 29.) May God help thee to pray © 
ſor the grace of faith, dear reader, ? 
that thuu mayeſt not be decerved. i 
Hence 1t appcars, 
| 4. Fhat thoſe are under a dan- 
|! gerous mittake, who ſuppole that © 
faith is no more than an afſent to | 
f the truths of the. goſpel. Simon _ 
[| Magnus believed, that 1s, gave bis 


! 

|| efſentto thetruths delivered by the 
tf Apoſtle; yet God tells us, that he 
i} was © In the bond of in1qui:y” at 
| FE that very time; which counts not 
& have been true if taith were no 
i more than anaſſent to thoſe things, 
| 


for God tays all that © Believe are 
paſſed from death unto life ; and 
S. _ 


oe; 8 
e We omoinmcontenuad 
>| -4v ne devils beheve, or aſlent, that 
| "there is one God; but they are 
> A1ormented with fire and brimſtone 
| For evcr and ever, notwithſtanding 

=their aſſent; and ſoine of the 

*baſel! vf men believe, or aſlent to 

Zthe truths of the goſpel ; but < The 

Apis will be turned into hetl, 

(Pim. ix. 17.) althouch ſome of 


- them may have hal 4b] aflent. 
) But if they had the grace of faith, 


£ * they would not only atlent to the 

! truths of the goſpel, but alſo would 

I be ſaved from the love, and habi- 

* tual dominion of ſin hete; and 

: from hell hereaſter ; for God tells 

; us * /atth punijies the heart, and 

© works by love,” (Atis xv. 9. Gal. 

& v. 6.) © and that thoſe who have it 
j | ſhall he [aved.” (Mark XV1. 19.) 

S 5. Thoſe are dicadiulydecerved 

Who ſuppole it 1S$ an caly thing to 

believe; 


es. 
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believe ; for no perſon can obtain | 
the grace of faith by bis natural | 
powers—find it by his wiſdom— 
nor merit it by his works ; but it 1s 
a new covenant bleſſing, a grace | 
which the divine [pirit conveys ' 


into, and which abides 2x the Learts 
or Gol of God's dear Children ; 
2 Tim. 1. v.) yea it is God's Iree 
a Full to our point 1s Eph. 11. 
, 9. Where Gold tells behevers 
© By Grace ye are {aved /hrough 


faith ; - and that not of yourſelves ; 


1t 18 the giſt of God ; not of works, 
leſt ary man ſhould boalt.” 
Thus, my dear, reader, I have 


. proved by the Holy Scriptures, that 


true faith 18a fru of the holy ſpirit 
Gal.'v. 22.) ; that God graciously 
conveys or puts it into the oY 

when he regenerates it (Col. 1 

12. Ezekie] xxxvi. 26, 27.) ;— 

that this is God the Spirit $ work, 


and 


Ty) 
nd his only ( John vi. 29. )that this 


| Face of Bs hath its reſidence in 
- the hearts or ſouls of God's dear 
Children (Atts xv. 9.)—and that 
"this is a new covenant bleſſing, 

and God's free gilt (Heb. vin. 10, 

221. Eph. 11. 8, 9.) 

7 TIlived in a deluded flate many 
Fears without it ; vainly ſuppoſing 
1 was in the way to Heaven be- 
"cauſe | led a ſober, regular, and 
honeſt life; and went to church 
zand ſacrament, &c. but God hath 
Zpracioully ſhewed me, that I was 
mhen mn a dangerous error, given 
Mme the grace of faith, and con- 
wvinced me, that all in that uncon- 
; 7erted tate are dead 1n treſpaſleg 
zand fins; and if they die ſo, they 
cannot go to heaven ( John 11. g. 
Zand therefore, if thou _ the leaſt 
alue for thy precious ſoul, I hope 
hou wilt immediately and often 
B 2 examine 
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| examine whether thou art in my | 
[| paſt deluſion or not. Many, very | 


| many, are 1n a more careleſs and © 
| profane ſtate than I then was, O! © 
pray that thou mayeſt not be :de- +» 

lf ceived in a thing of ſuch vaſt mo» 
l ment ; and inquire carefully whe- 
& ther this faith was ever conveyed 
Lil to thy foul by the operation of 
| God's Holy Spirit. Be thy pre- 
|} ſent tate what it may, I have pen- 
[| 
| 
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ned ſomething to encourage and |: 
aſſiſt thee in theſe important in- 
| quiries in the next Chapter; in 
F which I am to ſhe, 
CHAPTER [I. 

The effetts which the Scriptures 
aſſure us the grace of faith produ- 
ceth in thoſe who have it. 
| It leads thoſe who have re- 
ceived 1t truly to credit vw. hat God 
has recorded in his holy word. 
Thus 1s a fatt fully eftablifhed by 
the 
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The inſpired penman, Heb, Xi. #5 
where, connetting the grace of 
#faith and the efed it produceth 
| "I together, he ſays, ** Now fatth is 
pa the ſubſtance of thing TS hoped for, the 
' emdence-of things not ſeen.” The 
5 ' principal things hoped for by ſub= 
4 jetts of grace, are the pardon of all 
© their {ins through the precious 
- blood of Chriſt, peace in their 
"4 ſouls under the gracious influence 
0+ the holy ſpirit as an evidence of 
> that pardon, and eternal glory, 
2 with Chriſt the ſupreme object of 
= their love in the world to come. 
Thenaturaleyelhath notſeen theſe; 
but God having clearly recorded 
them in the Bible, faith credits 
* them as infallible fats; ; and they 
are thus ſubſtaytiated as divine re- 
alities in the als of believers ; fo 
that faith 1s the ſubſtance, ground 
or confidence of things hoped for, 


the 
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the evidence of things not ſeen 3 
and therefore, as I ſaid before, A - 
grace of faith leads thoſe who have® 
_ received it, truly tocreditwhatCG od!” 
hath recorded in his holy word. 

Hence it appears, that if thou, '» 
reader, art bleſſed with the grace off 
true faith, thou art, compelled by ” 
thy daily feelings to credit what 
God ſays reſpecting the following | : 
three important points of dofrine: 

1. Thy ruined ſtate by fin. This ! 
ruin was brought on by our firſt | 
parent Adam. God was io good 
as to make him perfettly holy ; | 
and ſo kind that he provided an | 
help-meet for him, placed him in ' 
the delightful Garden of Eden, and 
gave bim all 1ts rich variety of 
ſruitsfor his uſe, ſave only the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil; which, to ſhew his own 
authority and Adam's ſubjection, 
he 


"9 


i We wiſely ſorbad him to eat : but 
168 when Satan (through the infleu- 
'&& mentality of the ſerpent) tempted 

dj F Eve, ſhe ook of the forbidden fruit 

” and 414 cat, and oave allo to her. 
= huſband with her, and he did eat.. 
# Thus was God difobeved, the de. 

vil obeyed, and the whole human 

race ruined. For, from this fool- 

1h, baſe, Sy ungratcful att of 
Atqtam's dilobedience, as our COVE» 

nant- head, proceeded all the de- 
pravity ad corruption, miſery and 
condemnat! on which his whole 

polte:1ty are the ſubjects of 1n this 

life, and liable to in the world to 

come. "he parents being fallen 

and corrupt, their children muſt 

neceſſariiy be fo too, for * Who 

can bring a clean thing out of an 

unclean? Not one” faith the word 

oi the Lord. Job xiv. 4. 


Wuheu king Saul diſubeyed God's 


command 


command reſpetting the Amala-W 
kites, God puniſhed not only /2m,) 
but all his children with everlalling| 
rejection from the throne of Iracl; ; 


7 


and he” might, with eq tal quſtice, ' 


have eter nally puniſhed all us fſin- | 
ful children of ſin{ul Adam in the 
Pit of hell. The tiuth of this will 
more fully appear 1{ thou conſider 
that what conſtitutes another part 
of thy ruin 18, thv nature 1s wholly 
ſinful in God's fight. This 1s a 
humbling conſideration, . but God 
himſel! teacheti) ns that it is real] ly 
ſo. For voy wh.t he ſays in Rom. 
(111. 10, to 23.) 'tis evident that all 
people are 20 naturally deſtitute 
ol every thing which isg00d 1n the 
Lord's fight, and filled with that 
which is only evil in his view. He 
alſo-tclls us, that our * Jea7rts are 
decertful above all things, and d:/- 
perately wicked,” { Jer, xv11. 9) that 
10 
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Jo far from there being naturally 
any good about them at any period 


47 


5 © they are only evil, and that con- 
; rinually” (Gen. V1. 5. and vin, 21) 
that « [le that #ruſteth in his own 
i heart ts a fool,” (Prov. xxviii. 26.) 


7s enmity againſl God : for ut 1s not 
7 /ubjedt to the law of Cod, neither 
zndeed can be,” (Rom. viii. 7.) that 
« From the crown of the head to 
the ſole of the foot, they" are all 

wounds and brunſes, and putrifytng 
Sores,” (laialt 1. 6.) and that * Ai 
our righteou Snrfſes are as filthy 
rags,” (Iaiah Ixiv. 6.) that 1s, our 
beſt attionsare ſo defiled with ſin, 
which cleaves to us in all we do, 
that they are all like things which 
being filthy and loathiome mull be 
put out of {ight. This 1s a ſhort 
accountof the delcription thatGod 
gives us of our ruined and finful 
hearts, 
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hearts, wills, nature, and whole fi 
frames; and whilit ſome unbeltev. 
ers trifle with {in, and others, whoj 
are allo deſtitute of the grace off 
faith, vainly ſuppoſe they are not 
ſo bad as hath been repreſented ; | 
the true believer fights againſt bis 
ſin, feels his total depravation and 
ruin, and 1s {enlibje that he juſtly 3 
deſerves to be everlaſtingly calt off # 
as an unfit companion for a holy T 
God, as Adam was from Paradiſe, Z 
and well he may, it thou farther 
conſider, what makes thy ruin ſi:I1 * 
more evident 1s, that thou haſt ac- 
tuaily broken God's holy law, and 
«ruly delerveſt the dreadful PU 
niſhment which *t threatens. 

Every Perſon ſhould carefully | 
ſurvey the need for, and extent of, 
this heavy charge; for, 1N propor- 
tion as the law's landlidns 1s ſeen 
and felt, the ſalvation of Chriſt is 

Irequently 
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 * thin 


frequently prized. That thou may- 
eſt clearly underſtand this 1mpor- 
rant {ubjeR, take particular notice 


Z what the commandments and cor- 
© reſpondent ſcriptures fay reſpect- 
| ing it. Thou mayelt find the law 


in the 20th chapter of Exodus. In 
the /irt and /econd commands the 
Lord ſays ** thou ſhalt have no other 
© Gods before (or but) me: thou 
* ſhalt not make unto thee any gra- 
* Ven 1Mage, Or any likeneſs of any 
that 1s in heaven, or earth 
— thou ſhalt not bow cown to 
« them, &c,” Weare told in holy 


writ of ſome © Whoje God 1s therr 


belly.” Phil. 111.19. Whatſoever 


we love and with for more than 
God is our idol, Hence it is evi- 
dent, thou mayeſt be an 1doJater 
without bowing before a molten or 
graven. image. Hall thou never 
had one undue delire alter world- 


ly 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ly things ? Didſt thou never love? 


_ molten image, the Lora hath beheld 


guilileſs. * Paſſing by the profane 
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and deſire the creatnre more than Þ 
the Creator? Didſt thou never? 


On looking back on thy paſt life, I 


preſume thou wilt find that thou Z 
haſt not been free from ſuch de- 
fires; and, it not, thow haſt broken 
the firſt and fecond command- 
ments, for God lays the © Covetous 
man ts an idolater.” Eph. v. 5. 
Though thou haſt not bowed to a 


covet lands, goods, wealth, &c. þ 
} 


mental 1dols 1n thy heart. 

The turd commandment favs, 
* thou ſhalt not take the name of 
* the Lord thy God in vain.''— 
Whatever is made uſe of without 
real neceſſity is uſed in vain, On 
this fell-evident principle, I pre- 
ſume, none will be ſound periectly 


{wearer, it really ſhocks a ſerious 
mind 
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ind to hear numbers, on every 


#1l:ght ſurpriſe, or even in common 
Zconverlation, cry out, © O Lord! 
ZO God! Lord bleſs me! Chriſt 
T bleſs me! Lord have mercy, &c." 
7 Every time any of the ſacred names 
# of Deity are ulecd 1n this, or any 
- othexnWineceſſary manner, they are 
Z uſed in vain; and the Lord de- 
Z clares he will not hold ſuch guilt- 


fl leſs. If not perfectly guritie/s thou, 


my dear reader, art really guz{ty,for 
there there can be no raiddle line, 

In the fourth commandment thou 
art told to © Remember the ſabbath 
day to keep it holy, that in it thou 


* ſhalt do no manner of work, thou, 


nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, nor 
thy man /cavant, nor thy maid ſer- 
vant, thy cattle,* nor-the firanger 

* Note. Thy cATTLE are to reſt on the 
Lord's day. Hence it appears that the pre- 
ſent cuſtom of letting and hiring horſes on the 
ſabbath, unleſs in caſes of abſolute neceſſity, 1s 


very ſinful, that 
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that 5 ws within thy gates.” _ 
The /eventh day was kept as ho 
ews weekly ſabbath, becaule on 


that day the Lord God finiſhed the 
work of creation ; the fir/? day of 


the week 1s kept as the Chriſtian 


ſabbath, becauſe on 2? Jeſus Chriſt 
role from the dead, aſter he had 
finiſhed the glorious work of re- 
demption. The Apoſtles honoured 
and kept holy the fr/? day, and the 
Lord met with. and greatly bleſſed 
them. Acts xx. 7. John xx. 19. 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Weare commanded 


to keep it holy. None but works of _ 


neceſlity and mercy are allowable, 
It ſhould be a day of holy reft, ſpi- 
ritual education,and divine enrich- 
ment for the ſoul. The Lord hath 
forbidden thy * Dotng thine own 


(earthly) ways, finding thine own 


pleaſures and [peaking thine own 
words” onthe ſabbath day. Iſatah 
Iviit. 
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Iviii.19g. Yet many venture to idle 
it away in floth, gluttony, viſiting, 
revellitig, drunkennels or pleaſure, 
and ſome 1mpioully make it a day 
of trafic. Look back through thy 
pall life ; does not thy conſcience 
plead guilty of the breach of this 
command in many inſtances ? May 

| tbe Lord give thee true repentance 
and grace to waik innewnels of hte 
In the þ/i2 commandment God 

ff ſays, * Honour thy father and thy 
mother.” The Apoſtle declares this 

{ is the firſt commandment with pro- 


I miſe, (Epli. vi. 2.) becaule the firſt 


promiſe, annexed to a command- 
ment, 1s that of Jong life, 1n the 
land of Canaan, to obedient chil- 
dren. Hence I infer that it wall 
be well with thoſe, in this life, that 
{cripturally ane perſeveringly obey 
their parents. Children arc told, 
4 1a the goſpel, to Obey therr parents, 
IN 
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IN THE LORD, (Eph. vi. 1.) from 
whence it 1s evident, that if a pa- 
rent were ſo wicked as to bid the 
child to bow to an idol, or do any 
thing contrary to eny of the Lord's 
commandments, it 1s the child's 
duty, with humility, affettion, and 
tenderneſs, to reſulſe. But all the 


parents commands, winch agree - 


with the law of God, 1t 1s every 
child's duty and privilege, to obey 
with cheerlulneſs. But haſt thou 
never, from thy youth up, broken 
thy parents commands, when, 1n- 
ſtead of their being contrary to 
the yord of the Lord, they have 
been agreeable unto his ſacred dt- 
rections? Perhaps, on looking 
back, thou wilt find thou haſt in 
many inſtances; is not this a 
mournſul fatt? A thoughtful pa- 
rent bath had much care, trouble, 
anxlety, and expence in bringing 


up 
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np the child, and therefore un- 


ſcripturally to diſobey and grieve 
thy aged relative 15 bately ungrate= 
ſul; alſo hateful in the ſight of 
God-'and man; think ſeriouſly of 
theſe things, my dear reader, 
The /ixih and /cventh commana- 


8 ments forbid murder and atuttery. 


All who ſuppoſe themtielves clear 
of theviolationof theſe commands, 
ſhould look carefully at the ſecret 
working of their hearts, at the ex- 
tent of Jehovah's law, allo at thofe 
ſcriptures thatare inſeparably con- 
nefted with theſe ſubjects. The 
Lord Jeſus teacheth us that an 1m- 
pure or luſtful defire 15 adultery ; 
Mat. 5. 28. alſo that cauſeleſs an- 

er with, or hatred of a drother is 
murder. Nhat, 5. 22. 1 John g. 
15. As deſcendants from fallen 
Adam and Eve, we are all bre- 
thren and ſiſters. Now aſk thy 


| 
| 
| 
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own heart whether thou art not 
_ guilty of the breach of each of 
theſe commandments ? Haſt thou 
never had one fit of cauſeleſsanger 
with, nor hatred of thy fellow 
creature ? never deſired revenge, 
nor never wiſhed ſecretly and haſtt- 
 Iy that this or that perſon was 
dead? It thou haſt had but one 
fuch fit of anger and hatred, and 
only one impure delire, thou art a 
breaker of the xi and ſeventh 
commandments, and Jeſus Chriſt 
teaches, in the aforeſaid ſcriptures, 
that thou art a murderer and an 
adulterer, (or adulterels). Tho' 
theſe notorious ſins may not have 
been attually committed by thee, 
the Lord hath ſeen them in thee, 
for he beholds the heart. And in 
breaking the ſixth and ſeventh, 
thon haſt alſo broken the tenth 
commandment, bor that forbids thy 
covet- 
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coveting any thing that is another's. 
In this ſenſe St. Paul ſpake when 
he ſaid, © 1 had not known luft, 
except the law had ſaid thou ſhalt 


not covet,” (Rom. 7. 7.) That 1s, 


I ſhould not have known that ir- 
regular inclinations made me 
(Paul) a breaker of the ſeventh 
commandment, except the tenth 
had ſaid, ** Thou ſhalt not covet.” 

'The crohth commandment 12vs, 
Thou ſhalt not /teal.” Haſt thou, 
at noperiod of thy life, neither FH 
cretly nor by iolewee” taken any 
thing belonging toanother perſon? 
If tou hait, that was an att of 
theft? Canſt thou ſay thou art 
perfetty clear from thy youth up, 
in this matter ? Do not ſay © This 


or that was only A little thing COMM- 


mitted in youthful folly,” &c.—- 
That which appears only a 1; 
fin 1n man's View, 1S an ntl 
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great « one in the ſight of the Holy h 
God. It hath been already proved, tl 
by ſcripine, that only a deſire aſter Pp 
any thing which 1s another's, 18 a I 


breach of the tenth command, and V 
conleguent]y 1t 18 a breach of this ] 
alſo, althongh that deſire be not | 
put into attion; hence God ſays, NÞ |] 
* The THOUGHT ol (iniquity or) || | 
| fooliſhneſ3 2s fin, Prov.xxiv.g. And | 
ſurtter more, the Lord told Iſrael, 

that they bad robbed 11M, and 

that they werecurſed, becauſethey 

had withheid the tithes and. offer- 

ings which by the ceremonial law 

they werc commanded to devote 

unto him. Mal. 1:i. 8. 9g. By this 

morſle of ſciipture argument it * 
evidently appears that thou haſt 
robbed God of his quit due, every 

time that thou haſt purſued tl; 

earthly pleaſure, worldly viſits, 
needicſs buliacs; or indulged 
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keedlef loth on the Loy s day: 
thou haſt alſo robbed him of his 
proper die, when thou baſt with= 
held any other att of obedience 
winch his righteous law demands; 
Haſt thou not been guilty of many 
ſuch atts of robbery ?- Although, 
like deceived Ilracl, thon mayeſt 
have thought thyſelf free Irom 
this charge, does not thy con- 
ſcience now teil thee that thou 
haſt broken this commandment 1n 
various reſpetts, May the Lord 
turn thee from every evil way, 
and lead thee to Chriſt as the end 
of the law for rightcouſnels. 
The N1xTH commandment ſays, 
& Thou faalt not bear ſalſe witneſs 
againft ry neg /thour,” IIs pres 
cept reqi zires the witneſſes, or 
evidences, in any cauſe or trial, 
not to ſoeak a word but wiet they: 
believe 1s ftriftly true. The leaft 
C 3 deviation 
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deviation from the rule of firiteſt 
truth 1s deceiving one party, in- 
J»ring another, and it 1s difficult to 
find alentence bad enongh for ſuch 


| falſewitneffes: though their deceit 


1s concealed from men, God's jea- 
lous eye 1s n9zv upon them, and he 
will find them out another day, I 
have now given the primary mean- 
ing of the NINTH commandment, 
but I cannot think it ſtops here, 
I believe 1t may be juſlly extended 
unto the mutual converſation of 
the buyer and ſeller in a way of 
trade. If when ſelling any thing 
thou haſt ſaidit was very good when 
thou wert perſuaded 1t was but 


moderate; that 1t was worth more 


than thou thoughteſt 1s real value; 
or that the price of the market was 
higher than thou ſuppoſedeſt it 
really was, thon haſt borne lalfſe- 
witneſs again{t the intereſt of thy 

neighbour, 
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neighbour, with deſign to maks 
thine own advantage of him : this 
18 a common, but very great {in.— 
The buyer alſo bears falſe witneſs 
againſt the ſeller when contrary to 
his private judgment, he ſays, of 
what he intends to purchaſe, © It 
:s naught, it 15 naught,” that he 
may get 1t under value, and when 
the agreement 1s made, he re- 
Joiceth or boaſteth over his gvod 

or cheap bargain. Prov. xXx. 14. 
Haft thou never atted according 
to either of the aforeſaid plans ? 
Whenever thou haſt trod in the 
one or the other of thoſe ſteps, 
thou haſt been a falſe witneſs 
againſt thy neighbour, and thereby 


* haft broken this commandment. 


Awful fa! think of it; and con- 
{1der the conſequence. 

I have already explainec the 
| Tenth commandment, and ſpecified 
C4 ſome 
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broken; ſo that I need not add 
more on that ſubject. And I be- 
lieve when the law 1s viewed in 
Its. full extent, according to the 
whote tenor of ſcripture, as it al- 
ways ſhould be, that every reader 


God's mew, of the breach of every 

commandment. 
* When a criminal is clearly con- 
vitted, in open court of only one 
capital crime, the law of the land 
condemns him for that one tranſ- 
greſſion, as wellas if he had broken 
all the laws of the realm, and it 1s 
quit ſo with the law of God. Thou 
noweſt 1n thy own bcart, that 
thou haſt repeatedly ſinned ; each 
ſin is a tranſgrefſion of God's law ; 
(1. John 11. 4.) and the Lord de- 
clares that * whoſoever offendeth in 
ONE POINT, ts guy of all;"— 
PE ; (James 
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ſome particulars by which-it 14 


will find bimſelf guilty, at leaſt in. 
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(James ii. 10.) and he alſo adds,, 
+ Curſed 1s every one that conti- 
nueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to 
do them.” Gal. 111. 10, 

The puniſhments inflifted on 
various breakers of this Jaw are re- 
corded for our caution. For break« 
ing the firſt and ſecond command- 
ments, by idolatry, three thouſand 
of the Ifrachtes were {lain. Exod. 
32, For the breath of the third 
command, the blaſphemer was 
floned by the Lord's appointment. 
Lev. xx:v. 13. 14. The perſon 
who broke the fourth command- 
ment, by, gathering fiicks on the 
ſabbath day, wes ftoned to death 
according to the Lord's expreſs 
direttious. Numb. xv. 32 to 36, 
For breaking the hfth command, 
God ſentenced the diloucdient 
child to be toned with ſtones until 

he 
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| He died. Deut. xxi. 18 to 21. For 
tranſgreſſing the ſixth command- 
ment by murder, Cain was curſed 
of the Lord. Gen. iv. 9, 10, 11. 
For breaking the ſeventh com- 
mand, by adultery, twenty-four 
thouſand of Iſrael were {lain.— 
Numb. xxv. 9, For breaking the 
eighth command, by theft, Achan 
and his family were put to death. 
Joſh. vii. 25. For tranſgreſſingthe 
ninth and tenth commands, by 
bearing falſe-witneſs, and by eo- 
vetoulneſs, Ahab was ſhot through 
witha dart, and Jezabel was thrown 
from a window, trampled under 
foot, and eaten by dogs. 1. Kings 
XX1. 1 Kings xxl. 34. 2 Kings g. 
38. Hence we ſee the law pives 
no quarters, Well might pious 
Moſes ſay, © 1 exceedingly fear 
and quake,” when the law was de- 
livercd by the Lord at Mount Si- 
nat; 
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nat; and numbers in the preſent 
day have far greater caule to tear 
than Moſes had. 

If thou art an unbeliever, thou 
doſt not conlider theſe things ; and 
therefore thou either — to 
thy own righteouſneſs, or trifleſt 
in thy ſins : but believers ſee them, 
{ly to Chriſt by prayer for pardon, 
reſt not ſatished without a know- 
ledge of his forgiving love in their 
ſouls, and walk in the newnels of 
life. And thus it appears, that 
thoſe who are bleſſed with the 
grace of true ſaith, are compelled 
by their daily ſeelings to credit 
what God ſays in his holy word 
about their ruined ſtate by in; 
which I have proved conlifts in 
Adam's fall, in the natural corrup- 
ton and ſinfulne/s of allour powers; 


and in our numberlel[s breathes of 


God's holy law. It thou, reader, 
art 
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art a: partaker of this precious 
grace of faith, 1t leads thee alſo to 
credit what God ſays, 


2. About redemption by Chriſt 


Jeſus. To redeem ſignifies to buy 
back that which was ſold, or ho- 
Nourably to deliver us from that 
thraldom, puniſhment and woe, 


which we lo jultly deſerve. To do 


this, God's righteous law, (which by 
our fins we have broken) mult be 
completely [ulfilled; and God's at- 
tribute of jillice (w kich by our 1n- 
iquities we have oftended) mult be 
Jully fatisftcd. No human creature 


_ could do this, becauſe after the bejt 


bave done all even they are unpro- 


flat jet vants. No angel could do 


- becauſe the great God whom 
we have effended is INFINIT E, 
and an angel 15 but fene, Chr: & 


- being Cod equal with the Father, 
was alone Tuihcient ſor the taſk. 


Such 
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Snch was his love, that although 
Heaven was his throne: and the 
earth h1s footitool ; iÞ -ough he was 
perfectly happy in himſelf, God 
over all creatures, and equal with 
God the father in dignity and 
glory ; mm he kindly took a body 
of fleſh, was born of the Virgin 
Mary, ay came into our world 
on purpole to redeem and fave 
his dear people Irom thoſe ever- 
I>ting tortures, which, as breakers 
oi God's holy lev, they have- all 
lo richly dejerved. 

When he was thus aftually come 
irom Heaven to earth on this gra» 
C1015 errand, he as our all-glorious 
bond{man cad ſurety, completely 
fulfilled the law—1. By payingour 
Cebt of Sorlect; obedience to all its 
| COMMAanas. It juftly demanded per« 
{ett obedience 1n every thought, 
pls and action : {t could take no 


leſs; 


. 
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4eſs: therefore as Adam and a/l the 

— Human race have baſely failed 
paying its juſt due, Jeſus Chriſt, 
our ever bleſſed ſurety, paid its 
ſulleſt demand. This he did per- 
fealy through the whole of hts 
life. There was not the leaſt taint 
of {in in any one of his attions 
from his cradle to his croſs : from 
his birth in the city of Bethlehem 
to his death on Calvary's Mount, 
all was as complete a righteouſneſs 
as the holy law could require, as 
God the father could demand, and 
and as God the fon could produce. 
Therefore when Satan came and 
tempted him, he found nothing 
ſinful in him to work upon, when 
Pilate firictly examined into his 
conduct, he found no fault in him; 
and his holy Father declared (at h's 
baptiſm) that © In hzm he was well 
pleaſed.” Thu righteouſneſs he 
kindly 
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kindly wrought out for his dear 
people. God the father placeth it 
to their account, and declares that 
they are complete in it. As Jeſus 
Chriſt is God as well as man, this 


all-glorious righteoulſnels is © [he 


righteouſneſs of God himſelf,” (2 
Cor. v. 21.) Thus he pertettiy fnl- 
filled the commands of the holy 
law by paying, as our ſurety, its full 
demand of obedience in his per- 
feftly righteous life; And then 2. 
He being our all-glorious bondl[- 
man, chearfully bore ail that load 
of ſuffering wich the law threat- 
ened us with, as ſinful creatures, 
upon his own body on the tree. 
He ſaw that we muſt unavoidably 
ſink under the dreadful curſes of 
the Jaw into the pit of hell for our 
numberleſs tranſgreſſions, unleſs 
he interpoſed; and therefore he, 


having molt kindly offered himſelf 


{ 


to his divine father as our ſurety, 
willingly took all thoſe curſes upon 
himfelf which the broken law 
threatened us with, that he might 
free his dear people. Therefore 
when he lay in the garden of 
'Gethſemane, withall our iniquities 
upon bim, ſo inconceivably great 
was his pain that, © Be:rs zn an 
agony, he ſweat great drops as it 
were even of blood.” Thele were 
preſſed from his ſacred pores, un- 
der the vaſt puniſhment and ſmart 
winch we as ſinners moſt juſtly 
deſerved. And when hts tender 
'back was cruelly ſcourgedwithrods 
of wire; waen his ſacred temples 
were barbarouſly pierced with a 
crown of ſharp thorns, and when 
his bleſſed hands and feet were 
forced through with the- pointed 
nails, by which he was ſhamefully 
Htaſtened to the crofs; the dreedfal 
Pains 
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pains he then felt from a// theſe, 
were but trifling in compariſon of 
the anguiſh, agony, and woe which 
the law poured 12 upon his foul 
for our ſins. The/e made him bow 
his glorious head, and cry © My 


God ! my God! why haſt thou for- 


ſaken me 9” —At length the Pain» 


tul conflict was over, and in the 
language of holy triumph he cried 
« It 1s finiſhed!” —(That is, the 
| law 1s completely fulfilled, all its 
commands are now perlettly obey- 
ed, its threatened puniſhments are 
all borne, my beloved people are 
hononrably redeemed or deliver=- 
ed)—and then he gave ub the ghoſt. 

 Omycaear reader, view each one 
of thy tins as a cruei [word which 


thus wounded the kind Saviour ; 
and Joath thyſelf for having ſo. 


deeply pierced the dear lamb of 
God. May God the ſpirit helpthee 
| D 


to > 
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to*-behold him as thy ſin-atoning 
facrilice, to believe in him, and to 
obey him ever more. 


There is ſufficient cauſe ſor thee 


to love him, and to take all che be- 
neſits of this great and free ſalva- 
tion to thyſelf. For, 9. By this all= 
glorious facrifice be hath fully ſa- 
tisfied divine juſtice. To aſſure us 
of this, the Lord gractoully tells us, 
that Chrift hath redeemed us jrom 


the curſe of the law—that HE gave 
himpelf to redeem us from ALL 1M» ., 
guity (Tit. 1. 14.)—that ſhe (vize 


the Church) hath recetved at the 
Lord's hand double jor all her ins, 
(Ifa. xl. 2.)—that as far as the Eaſt 
2s from the Weſt, /o far he hath re- 
moved our tranſgreſſions fram us, 
(Pf. cit. 12.)—that he wall caſt all 
our fans into the depth of the ſea, 
(Mic, vit. 19.) —that when they are 
ſorght Jor ihcy ſhall net be found, 


(Jer. 


; * 
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(Ter. 1. 20.)—and, that there is 
therefore now no condemnation to 
_ that are in Chrijt Jeſus, who 
tk not i the fleſp, but after the 
Merit, 4 Rom. v1. 1.) From all 
theſe Ctiprare-refiaonith and 
many more which might be pro- 
duced, it is evident that the bleſſed 
Jefus hath fully ſatisfied juſtice, 
borne the curles of the law, and 
completeiy and honourably re 
deem-d4 and delivered his dear 
people from all prays 
And as a ſurther proof of this, 
_ Hz aroſe the third day from the 
priſon of the grave with a full dif- 
charge: this diſcharge he had for 
his beloved people; and therefore 
in the fixed time he afcended with 
triumph, and ſat down at his father's 
richt hand inthe kingdom of glory; 
and there he lives to intercede for, 
and to ſave to the uttermoſt, all 
D 2 them 
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them that come to God by him. 

By a gracious att of Jehovah's 
this complete righteouſneſs of 
Chiiſt's life and ſacrifice of his 
death are 1impute! to all ſuch; by 
the latter the curſe is ail borne; 
and therciore, julilice being lully 
ſatisfied, they are not to ve calt 
down into bell; and by the former 
the Sande of the law are all 
oveycd; they are viewed init come 
plete as 1f they had never tranſ- 
preſſed; and therefore 1n that 
riplteouſneis they arc to be ex- 
alted 10 heaven. 

Tf +hou art a true believer, thou 
23t compciled, by thy daily leelings 
.truly to credit. hat God fays about 
this nieter; ior thou beholdeft that 


od $ ef tribliie of JuRic e can be fa. 


tisfed vo war, but Uy the ſacrifice 
of Cirift t. and as HE came 20. 22UE 
the ingwledye of /aluation unto his 
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people by the remiſſion of thetr Jing, 
(Luke. 77.) thou like the publican 
art CleaViig tO Jeius Cir Ji lor the 
forgiveneſs of thy 111s; and hke 
David thou can{t not be ſatished 
without the enjoy ment of that par- 
don 1n thy foul. But if thou art an 
unbeltever, thou art careleſs about 
ſuch enjoyments. Altho' God exe 
horts us to work out our own falua- 
tron with fear and trembitng, unbe- 
ltevers think there 1s no occaſion 
for {o much to do about religion, 
Thus a believer 1s one of the pru- 
dent that Solomon ſpeaks of, who 
f{oresecth the evil and hideth himself; 
but unbelievers are the /rmple u'ho 
paſs on, and are | eg aps (Prov. 
Xx11. 9.) But haſten to ſhew that 
the grace 0! true faith leads thole 
who are partukers of 1t, wuly to 
credit what God ſays, 

3. About the dottrine of regene- 

| D 3 ration, 
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ration, or the new-hirth, To rege- 
nerate is to infuſe into the foul 
thofe holy principles of ſpiritual 
life, divine Hight, ſupreme love to 
God, truc harmony with his crea- 
tures, real delight in his ſervice, 
and humble acquieicence 1m all he 
fays, which are effential to our en- 
Joying him. Weall deſcended from 
Adam after he was fallen and de- 
praved, and therefore we are every 
one naturally deſtitute ot them. 
The bleſſed Jeſus therefore teach- 
eth us, that they mult be commus- 
nicated to us by the hoty ſpirit 
whilſt we are here, or we cannot 
fee the kingdom of God hereafter, 
(John i. g, 3.) This gracious alt 
/ regeneration or the new-birth 1s 
a work of the ſpirit of God in the 
foul, which cauleth a rea] change 
both in the principles and practices 
ol its Happy ſubjects. It cauſeth : 
IEea 


\ 


real change in their principles; for 
It lays thoſe that have been Phart- | 
ſees in the duſt of ſelf-abaſement 
under a ſenſe of the wickedneſs of 
_ their nature; and makes them de- 
pend only on Chriſt for ſalvation 
as 1t did St. Paul, (Pl. 1. 4—L1.) 
It alſo produceth a real change 1n 
their praftice, becauſe it makes 
them fly from ſin, love God, and 
walk 1n the paths of holineſs, as 
dia Mary Magdalene, Zaccheus, 
and numbers more. 

W hilit deluded fouls 1gnorantly | 
ſuppoſe they always believed, or 
that it is ea/y to believe, the above 
people feel the truth of what Chriſt 
ſays, *Without me ye can do no» 
thing,” (John xv. 5.) Thbey feel 
that they can neither believe nor 
pray to purpole; hear, read, nor 
underſtand God's word to profit : 
that they cannot 'get the victory 
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.over ſin ; or do any ſpiritual thing 
properly, unleſs Go1the ſpirit work 
In them to will and to do, (Phil, 

11. 13.) and therefore, whilſt ſome 
NMidiſters and people 1n a thought- 
leſs manner lay, « ſahe not thy holy 
ſpirit from us,” who never were 
partakers of that divine agent ; and 
whilſt many congregations 1gno- 
rantly mock Jehovah by ſaying, 

*« Pour down upon al] Bithops and 
Curates,' aud all congregations 
committed to their charge, the 
Healthful ſpirit of thy grace,” who 
do not believe, that any ſuch blef- 


ſings are enjoyed in the preſent 


_ day ; thoſe who have the grace of 
faith join feelingly and earneſtly in 
Juch excellent prayers ; becauſe 
they daily feel the. proſperity of 
their precious ſouls (whilſt here) 
depends wholly on ſuch petitions 
being anſwered, 


Thus, 
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' Thus, reader, I have given thee 
a ſhort account of what God ſays 
in his holy word—1, About thy 
ruined ſtate by ſin—2. Redemption 
by Chrilt Jeſus—and g. Regene- 
ration by the Holy Spirit. But if 
thou art deſtitute of the grace of | 
faith, thou doft not believe thatthy 
nature, thy heart, and thy hle are 
ſo very bad as Ihave made it appcar 
God lays thev are ; thou art not 
anxious of e :njoymg the lorgiveneſs 
of thy {11s through the redeeming 
blood of Chriſt ; and art vainly ex- 
petting to get to Heaven, although 
thou never waſt born again of the 
ſpirit, Such remain careleſs1n a 
ſtate of nature, becauſe they be- 
| lieve not what God ſays about the 
above dofttrines in his holy word. 
They think, (like the Phariſees) 
that they are better than many 0- 
thers, that God is merciful, &c. 


But 
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But if thou art ſuch an one T would 
have thee to conſider that God is 
Juſt and true, as well as merciful 
and king, and therefore he will 
ſhew mercy to none hereaſter, but 
to thoſe titat are born again of the 
ſpirit, and waſhed in the blood of 
Chriſt here—But if thou art a true 
believer, thon, like St. Paul, groan- 
eit under the burden of thy ſinful 
nature, heart, and attions; thou 
beholdeſt that the only way in 
which thou canlit be pardoned 1s 
through the redeemine, the fin- 
atoning, and the peace ſpeaking 
blood of Chriſt: and thou feeti-i, 
.the need of treth ſupplies of tae 
ſpirit's grace daily, to enable thee 

to bclieve that thy fins are fſor- 
grven—to ſtrengthen thee that 
thou mayeſt overcome fin—and 
to enligiten thy mind and refreſh 
wy lou! in reading and. hearing 


God's 
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God's holy word. Thus the grace 
of faith, as I beſore proved, leads 
thoſe who have it truly, to credit 
what God hath recorded, and to 
look unto him for the fulfilment. 
of what he hath ſaid. But I add, 

2, The grace of fatth cements all 
who have 1t in a ſpirit of real love 
to God and his children, Every 

erſon ina ſtate of nature hath an 
inward diſlike, yea hatred to God, 
to his truths, an1 to his people, 
(Rom. viii. 7.) This may ſeem 
ſtrange to thole of my readers who 
know not the deſperate wickedneſs 
ot their hearts; but I will prove it 
by a plain fact. If you really love 
. an abſent perion, you love thoſe 
that are like him, that talk of him, 
that tread 1n 1s ſteps, and obey his 
direttions; but 1f you are 1n a ſtate 
of nature, as wicked Cain hated 
Tighteous Abel, io you have an 
1nward 


; 
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1nward hatred to God's converted 
children; who are ſanttified by his 
_ ſpirit and bear his 1 image; w 9 

atk of his goodneſs, enjoy his 
fniles tell what he hath done for 
their fouls depart from the fins, 
vanities and pleainres of the world, 
carrying theircro{ics and following 
Chriſt ; all which are favours pe- 
culiar to: and condutt that God 
requires of bis children 3 and you 
maniteſt your hatre | to them by 
ihunning their company, by del. 
piling them for their fingularity 
10 reltg1on, (as our Lord's brethren 
after the fleſh did him) and by 


chooſing the thoughtleſs company, 


and trifling or fntul practice of the 


unthinking world. By thele things 
you prove ibat you hate God's 


people, ways, and words; yca God 


himſclt as he tells you. (1 . John 1 IV. 
20.) And as two cannut Ko happt- 


ly 


ly topet 
ſo you 
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ſo you cannot go to Heaven 
unleſs that hatred be removed, 
But God the {pirit hath removed 
that hatred or enmity from thoſe 
n whom he hath wrought the 
race of faith as he did from St. 
Paul when he converted him; and 
all wio have this faith of God's 
eleCft, are cemented by a ſpirit of 
love to God, to his truths, and to 
his children. Such will never go 
to hcl!; for thus faith the inſpired 
nenman, *[ am perſuaded, that 
netther dralh, nor life, nor angeſs, 
10T principality nor Powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, 
Nor  heio ſit, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, all be able to /*- 
arate us from the love of GoD 

which ts 1n Chriſt Feſus our Lord, 

Rom. viii. 38, 29.) 
3: The grace of true faith in- 
fluenceth 


( 6 ) 


fluenceth thoſe who have received 
it to long for greater, and freſh ſp1- 
ritual bleſſings daily from God. 


Thoſe who have the leaſt degree of 


this faith earneſily long for more, 
Tor can they be ſatished without 


full aſſurange : like the church in 


the Canticles, they teel an aching 
void 1n their ſouls until they find 
their beloy 'ed, and knoy that their 
{ins are forgiven. Thus the grace of 
true ſaiſh leads all its happy ſub- 


1 A 
jects to long for tiole things that 


are profitable to their fouls, and 
Plealing to God. Snch, hike St. 
Paul, © count all things but dung 
and droſs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt 7efus tharLord, 
(Phil 11. 8.) The object of their 
kir it purſuit is the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs, which bleſ{- 
ſings they will moſt certainiy poſ- 
fels; and the Lord ſays, © ALL 

other 
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athet thirigs ſhall be added unto 


them,” (Mat. vi. 33.) They hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs; and 


Chrift declares © T hey are bleſſed, 
and ſhall be filled,” (Mat. v. 6.) 
They long for the company O 

God's dear children, that they may 
hear them declare what he hath 


dqne for their ſouls: they long for 
the conſtant enjoyment of God's | 


preſence; for when he hides Iis 
lace they are troubled, (Pm. xxx- 

7.) they long for the conqueſt of 
all fin; for ſin is that which their 


ſouls oath; they long for a greater 


knowledge of Chriſt in his perſon 


and offices; for HE 1s the object | 
of their real love e; and they will - 
never be tully fatished until they - 


re ar InNking tlie rivers of pleaſure 
it God's right hand. 


| People in a fate of nature have. 


10t this longing. They indeed 
long 
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long to be made happy, but it is 
by the ſmiles of great people, or by 
the riches, honours, and pleaſures 
of this world, as d1d Balaam the 
falſe prophet, for whom we are to} 
* The muſt of darkneſs 1s reſerved 
Forever,” (2. Peter it. 17.) and 
they thereby prove, that they have 
not the grace of faith. Should this 
graceever be conferredupon them, 

they, ike king Solomon, will write 
oy Vanity of vanities, ALL 2s Va- 
mty !” upon their preſent purſuits; 
and in that caſe, they will enjoy all 
therich benefits attending this hea- 
venly diſpolitton. Reader, exa- 
mine whether thon art a nartaker 
of it! Let all wito are poſleſſed of 
It, and all who earnellly ſeek it, 

remember for their comlort, that 
Jeſus Chriſt hath a quick eye, a 
compaſſionate heart, and a liberal 
Ttand ; and therefore he will not 


fall 
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fail to ſupply all their needs: But 
let thoſe who have 1t not, and are 
careleſs about it, remember that 
death may ſeize them in a moment; 
and that there will be no Heaven 
for thoſe who die without this diſ- 
polition. | 

4. If thou art a partaker of the 
grace of faith it leads thee to aft 
for the glory of God and the good 
of mankind. Numbers promiſe at 
the ordinance of baptiſm to *Re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, 
the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the ſinful 
luſts of the fleſh ;”* but moſt prove, | 
by;their condutt 1n life, (like Ana- 
njas and Saphira, who lied to the 
Holy Ghoſt and were ſtruck dead. 
for it, Atts 5-) that nothing but 
lies were told before God in each 
promiſe made at that folemn or« 
dinance, For, inſtead of * Re. 

E  nouncing 
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rouncing the devil and all hig 
works,” they often willingly obey 
his temptations, and fin deliberate. 
ly againſt God :—inftead of even 
attempting to *©* Renounce the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world ;” they try-to gratiſy them- 
ſelves in thoſe pomps and vanities, 
and finful pratticesand companies, 
which their circumſtances will ad- 
mit of, and that beit pleaſe their 
Tatural diſpoſitions: and ſo far are 
they from © Renouncing the fin- 
ful Juſts of the fleſh,” that they 24- 
dulge their evil thoughts, and olten 
ſeek to gratiſy their Juſtful, paſh- 
onwre, envious, proud, covetous, 
drunken, gluttonous, unclean, and 
other {inful inclinations. Surh are 
not i the road to Heaven ; for the 
Lord ſays, © That they which do 
fuch things, fhall not inherit the 


Kingdom of God.” (See Gal.;. 19, 


20, 


20, 21 
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20, 21.) People never reſoJutely, 
hearatly, and perleveringly At- 
tempt to perlorm the above vow, 
accounting themſelves, aſter all, 
unproftab le ſervants; and build 
'on Chriſt as the alone foundation 
for glory, until they are regene- 
rateu by the Holy Spirit, and made 
partakers of the Grace of Faith. 
ihev cannot delight in ſuch ects 
of piety untiithen., But the Grace 
of Faith fweetly influences thoſe 


that are Llefted withit, to renounce: 


tne devil and his works, the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world, 
and the ſinful luſis of the fleſh; al- 
ſo to ſeek after the enjoyment of 
God, and to act for his glory, and 
the good of mankind. It was the 
Grace of Faith that influenced 
Joſhua to refolve, that © Whatſo- 
ever others might do, he and his 
houſe would ſerve the Lord.” It 
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was the ſame kind of faith that 


enabled Abraham to forſake his 


. native country and his father's 
houſe, to wander in a ſtrange land, 
and even to offer his only lon a fa- 
crifice at God's command;--and that 
influenced the littlearmy of martys, 
mentioned in the book of Hebrews, 
to endure ſuch cruel tortures. And 
glory be to God he beſtows the 
ſame grece of precious faith upon 
many 1:1 the preſent day; who, 
under a true conviction of their 
wretched ſtate by nature and prac- 
tice, caſt their fouls upon Chriſt, 
crying in the language of holy Joh. 
« Though he /lay me, yet will 1 truſt 
in him :* allo like the above wor- 
thies, 1n obedience to God's direc- 
tion, theyicome out from the thoug hts 
leſs and giddy world, and tive 
ſeparate, touching not the unclean 

FS” thang 
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thin * and God graciouſly accepts 
eee 154 Fatler a jan. 
they are his ſons and daughters, 2 
Cor. 6. 17, 18. 

Thus, reader, by what I have 
written in this chapter it appears 
that true faith, produceth (among 
others) the four effefs following: 
—1. It leads thoſe who have 1t to 
credit what God ſays. 11 there» 
fore thou art a partaker of that 

recious grace, thou art induced 
b thy daily feclings to credit 
a, God hath recorded in his 
holy word ; particularly about thy 
total ruin by lin, —redemption by 
Chriſt Jeſus, —and regeneration 
by the holy ſpirit. —g. It cements 
all who are bleſſed with it 1n a ſpi- 
Tit of real love to the beſt of all 
objetts. If therefore thou art a 
Believer, the natural enmity of thy 
heart is counteratted, and thou 


£3 art 
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art cemented by a ſpirit of rea 
love to God, to his people, and to 
his truths, 3. It begets a holy 
longing in the foul. Il therefore 
thou art a partaker of it, thou art 
longing for the enjoyment of God's 
preſence, and ſeeking his {miles in 
the ne of proper means—And 
It fiweetly influenceth 1ts happy 
fabjects to a life of grateful aftivity 
for God. If therefore tha at grace 
hath reached thy heart, thou art 
rifen from thy natural death in tref[- 
paſtes and fins : and art called to 
fivht as a good ſoldier of Chriſt's 
agatnit the world, fleſh, and devil. 
E beleech thee to read this chap- 
' ter again with the uttnoft attenti- 
en: and as the keen eye of God, 
whom thou canft not deceive, i. 
upon thee, examine ſpeedily and 
carefully, by theſe plain ſcripture 
evidences, whether thou art a be- 
lever 


Ie 
liever or an unheliever ;—whether 
in the road to Heaven or to Hell, 
—1n a ſlate of ſalvation or damna« 
tion ; for, from hence, it appears, 
th#pthere 18 as much difſerence be« 
en that hiſtorical notion, which 
many 1gnorantly call faith, and the 
faith of the operation of God, as 
there is between the pitture of a 
man, and a real one. 

For this reaſon, this faith hath 
frequently ſome peculiar title or 
name of diſtinftion, 1n ſcripture, 
The blefled Jeſus tells us, that they 
who have it are «Paſſed from death 
unto life,” (John v. 24-) becauſe 
thoſe into Lge this invaluable 
grace is conveyed by the Holy 
Ghoſt, are 11/en from that ftate of 
death in trefpaſſes and fins, which 
I have proved all are in by. nature, 
unto a life of righteouſneſs, by the 

faith of the operation of God, (Col. 
E 4 Th 12s 
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11. 12.)—lIt is likewiſe called «The 
faith of God's elef, (Titus 1. 1) be- 
cauſe all who have it were eleed 
of God, 1 Peter i. 2.—lt is called 
« Precious Faith,” (2 Peter 1. 1.) 


- Not only becauſe it 1s God's gilt ; 


but alſo becauſe it views the preci- 
ous blood of Chriſt, which frees 
the conſcience from its guilty 
fears, and adminiſters real peace to 
the ſoul, Rom. v. 1.—'Tis called 
a faith that overcometh the world, 
(1 John v. 4. becauſe it ſo endears 
the bleſſed Saviour to thoſe who 
have received it, that, although 
they were in bondage totheriches, 
honours, pleaſures, and other va- 


nities of the world, and to the law 
' as a covenant of works beſore ; 
_ they now count all things but dung 


and droſs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
(Phil. 111. 8.)—He 3s now the firſt 
object 
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obje& of their deſire. And laſtly, 
we are told ſuch are *Kept by the 

ower of God through ſaith unto 
ſalvation,” (1 Peter 1. 5.) for though 
the world may oppoſe, ſin may dif- 
treſs, and Satan may tempt, ſuch - 
are ſure to be ſaved; and af others 
will be eternally damned. Mark 
XV1. 10. 

From what hath been ſaid, it 1s 
evident that numbers have no faith 
who ſuppoſe they have, which will 

more fully appear by 
| CHAPTER IL: :-< 

In which I am to prove that 
many who think themſelves beltevers 
are not /o. 

1. Phariſees ſuppoſe they are 
believers; but they are miſtaken: 
for there are no people, againſt 
whom the Lord Jeſus pronounced 
ſo heavy woes as againſt them. A 
Phariſee is one, who, whilſt he 
flees. 
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flecs from the praftice of ſin, lives 
a fober, honeſt, moral life ; ſays 
prayers, and reads in private, alfy 
at:ends diligently the exerciſes of 
religion at ſome place of public 
worſhip; thinks himſelf not fo bad 
as others; and builds upon his own 
doings ſor ſalvation. R-ad the four 
goſpels, and you will find this 1s the 
ſcripture charatter of a Phariſee. 
Such are better m{mbers of lociety 
than tae profane; and as /uch I 
highly reſpect them: but, as the 
royal Pſalmift ſays of bimfe { OS 
muſt fay of them, their Gooape/s 
extendeth not to God.—1It cannot 
merit his favour, becauſe it falls 
infinitely ſhort of the juſt demands 
of his Holy Law. Such expett to 
goto heaven, becauſe, as they think, 

their nature, hearts, and lives are 


 tolerably good. Perhaps, rcader, 


this 18 thy caſe; and if fo, I ruly 
YILY 
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pity thee; fer we cannot call ſuch 
believers, becaufs they do not cre- 
dit what God ſays in his holy word. 
I ſhall prove this by the following 
arguments:—1. God ſays that the. 
nature, hearts, and lives of al/ peg- 
fe are natur ally very bad, (Rom, 
111. 9, to 18.) but Phariſees ſuppole 
theirs are tolerably good ; there- 
fore they don't credit nor believe 
what he favs about their ruined 
fate by nature and prattice.—2. 
God tells us that the beſt can be 
ſaved only by or through Chriſt, 
(Acts 1v. John x1v. 6.) but 
they ahog to be ſaved becauſe of 
their ſuppoled, o00dnels; therefore 
it is plain that they do not credit or 
believe what God ſays about the 
way of falvation. — And 3. God 
teacketh us, that none can be ſaved 
even through Chriſt unleſs they are 
born again, (Join 1, 5 ) but they 


expett 


| 
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exped to get to heaven hereafter, 
although they are not born again 
here; therefore it 1s evident they 
do not credit or believe what God 
ſays about the work of the Holy 
Spirit. _ 

Thus, reader, it 1s plain that, if 
thou artoneol the above charetters, 
aſter all thy ſuppoſed goodneſs, 
thou haſt not ſet one proper ſtep in 
the Chriſtian path; becauſe, though 
I have given thee but three leading 

oints of dottrime out of numbers, 
it 1s evident thou haſt not hitherto 
believed what God ſays reſpecting 
any one of them. Thy ſtateis more 
awſul than thon art aware of; for 
even to expett adnuſhon into hea. 
ven in a contrary way to what God 
hath recorded in his holy word, or 
without that work of the Bleſſed 
Spirit on the ſoul which he ex- 
preſsly ſays 1s needfiul to meeren 
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thee to go there, is 1n thine heart 

giving Ggithe lie. St. Johnproves 
Nis awſul truth in his 1ſt Epillle, 
v. ch. 10. ver. A fellow-creature 
in dignity and authority would dif- 
dain thee if thou wert to diſcredit 
his word : and whatcan be a greater 
aflfront to, and ſin againſt God him- 
{elf, than thus to ſlight, dilregard, 
and diſbelteve what HE hath re- 

corded in the ſacred Scrfptures? 
The 13th Article of the Church of 
England tells them, that not any of 
their works are acceptable to God; 
and the inipired Penman ratifies 
the ſame alarming truth, (Heb. x1. 
5-) I would therefore conclude my 
addreſs to ſuch charatters, by giv- 
ing them a few ſentences of affec- 
tionate advice. 

And let me intreat all ſack, L; 
To conlider, that thoſe who depend 
in the leaſt degree on their own 
works 


works for-ſalyation, ſo far depend 
on the moral law ; the length and 
breadth, or nature of which law ts 
ſuch, that it demands perfe& obe. 
dience through life in ever 
thought, word, and deed; but as fin 
bath attended them in each attion 
.they bave performed, they have 
"broken it in the beſt work that they 
ever did; and therefore they can- 
not be ſaved by their own doings 
in whole or in part; for thus faith 
the Lord, As uy as are of the 
works of the law, are under the 
cur/e: jor Ut 1s written, Cured 2s 
every one that contiuueth not in all 
things which are orb wm the 
Book of the Law to do them. But 
that no man 1s juſtified by al {24 
in the fight of God, it 15s corgent : ft 'r 
the juft ſhall live by faith, Gal. fir 
10, 11.—2. Conſider, that ſo hs 
Xs thou bait depended on thy ſup- 
| poſed 
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poſed goodneſs and doings, thoa 
haſll ungr atefully attempted to fruſ. 
trate the end of Chriit's coming, 
and the nature of his all- glorious 
atonement and oftices, (Gal. 11.21.) 
by which thou haſt diſobeyed and 
affronted Jehovah the Father, (Ifa. 
Xit1, 8.) in all which thou haſt 
been led by a ſpict of error ine 
ſtead of the /pirit of truth, (John 
XV1. 13, 14.—93. 1 would alle on 
ately adviſe ſuch not to delay a 
ſingle moment, but to pray earneſt- 
ly to God the Spirit, to give them 
a right underſtanding m all things. 
The Lord kindly teacheth us that 
be will give his Holy Spirit to 
thoſe that aſk him, (Luke x1 19.) 
And therefore, it *thou art led to 
begin and perſevere 1m earneſt 
requeſts for it, HE will make good 
Iits gractous promile evenuntothee 

Read this book again with the 
greateſt 
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greateſt attention and care; and 
compare thy views with what thou 
art told God ſays about thy heart, 
nature, and condutt; and if what 
I have written be agreeable to 
God's word receive it ; if not re- 
.jeAt it, Fare thee well, my dear 
fellow-ſinner, until] we meet in 
- another world. May God give 
thee the grace of faith here, or 
thou wilt be ſhut out of heaven 
for ever! | | 
2. Fhe mert formaliſt ſuppoſes 
he 1s a believer, but 1s alſo miſ- 
taken, He 1s one that hath the 
form of godlineſs, but is deſtitute 
of the power of it in his ſoul. He 


attends places of public and private | 
worſhip, as doth the Phariſee and 


real Believer; but, like the fooliſh 


virgins, he hath only the lamp of 


ge, that is, ſome leading 
truths of the goſpel in his head, 
q without 
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without the oil of grace in hig 
heart. Hence it is evident, that 
he does not credit or beheve what 
God fays in his holy word about 
experimental religion. For, 1, God 
ſays, The goſpel came not in word 
only (to thole who were benefited 
by it) but un power, in the Hot 
Ghoſt, and in much offurance, 
(1 Thel. 1. 5.) But the formalift is 
contented with it in word ONLY, 
without the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt to accompany it to his foul; 
thereſore he does not truly be- 
lieve his need of the ſame bleſhng. 
—2, God ſays, The hingdom of 
heaven ſuffereth viclence, and the 
volent take 1t by force, (Matt. x1. 
12.) but the formalilt is content 
and caſy without this holy violence 
orearneſtnefs about the enjoyment 
of thoſe bleſſings in his foul ; and 
therelore it is plain he does not 

| Ro truly 
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truly believe what Gods ſays re- 
ſpefting them. —g. God graciouſly 
_ informs us, that the kind Saviour 
came To give the knowledge of /al- 
vation unto has people, by the re- 
miſſion of their fins, (Luke 1. 77.) 
—that:there are thole who Have 
redemption through his blood, even 
"the forgiveneſs of their fins, (Eph. 
1. 7.)—that The Spirit ut/lf bear- 
eth witneſs with the ſpirits of ſuch 
that they are the children of God, 
(Rom. vii. 16.)—allo, that J/ any 
man have not the Sprrit of Chrif}t, 
hets none of us*,” (Rom. viii. 9.) 
And the formalilt often tells God 
when at church, ** I believe in the 
ſorgivenels of ſins,” although he is 
content without knowing any ſuch 
thing for himielf; ani ealy with- 
out the work of the Spirit on his 
heart, or the witneſs of the Spirit 
* This is manifeſtiyely, 
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in his ſoul; therefore he does not 
truly believe what God ſays about 
theſe important matters: for, as I 
proved 1n my lait chapter, the 
grace of true faith truly credits 


what God ſays, earneflly longs for 


the enjoyment of what he hath 
promiled, and, being an active dil- 
poſition, 1t makes 1ts poſlefforg 
diligent in all IS commands : 
hence it appears that he that bes 
lieveth 1s not a formaliſt, but 1s 
pafſed from death unto Life's but 
he that believeth not 1s dead 1n 
treſpaljes and fins, notwithſland. 
ing his round of duties, let his re- 
Iipions ſentiments be what they 
mav. 

This formaliſt may belong to a 
Chriſtian church or ſociety —may 
be conformable to their mode of 
condutt and drels—may be very 
ZCaious for his own party — may 
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talk fluently about the leading artt- 
cles of his creed, and about w y 
is done at this or that church, 

by this or that preacher : yet freak 
cloſely and pointedly toſuchan one 


_ of the work of God's Spirit on the 


foul, and of a life of communion 
with God, and he 1s inſtantly at a 
loſs. He does not love to hear 
theſe truths inſiſted upon, and en- 
forced, in the pulpit ; becauſe he 
has no experienfe of them. The 
minifter that ſpeaks well, that rails 
azainit that party of people which 
the formaliit diſlikes, and contends 
for that fet of ſentiments which he 
bolts, without ſhowing the danger 
of thofs whoſe religion. conſiſts 
merety in 1otton and form, is to him 
like Ezekiel to his formal auditory, 


viz. As a very tovely ſong of one 


that hath a hieaſfent 7 'O2Ce, nd can 
play mell on an inflruneut ; who 


heart 
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heard his words but ans Ah not, 
(EZEK. xXXx111.-J2, 

Though the onal reads and 
repeatedly hears that the above 
things are Divine-realities, which 
numbers have, the happy enjov= 
ment of in their ſouls; ; and though 
he is often told that none can know 
their intereſt 1n Chriſt without the 
Spirit's grace—yet he 1s content 
with a regular round of duty and 
foliy, being 1n the ſame formal and 
deceived ftate, alfo ealy in his mind 
wi.houtany ſuch enjoyments, from 
one week and month to another. 
If, Reader, this be thy fad caſe, I 
would affeftionately adviſe thee to 
confidcr, that thy form of profeſ- 
fion, and chain of religious ſenti- 
ments (however juſt in themſelves) 
will be of no more uſe to thee in 
the bour of death and day of judg- 
ment, than the trees of Eden's gAr- 
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den were in ſheltering Adam and 
Eve ſrom Jehovah's ommnilcient 
eye, when they attempted to hide 
themſelves amons them alter their 
fall ! | May God the Spirit convey a 
Tit portion of the grace of ſaith 
into thy {oul, and then thou wilt 
love dodrina!, experimental, and 
pradial rel:vion ; but deſtitnte of 
this, intolerable miſery muſt be thy 
portion ; tor even the tender Sas 
- viour favs, He Pl at believeth not 
ſhail be rnd '! TI now bid thee a 


| final adien noni we ment in the laſt 


day. All who vie fourmalifts will 
then ſee with anguiſh of ſpit1t, that 
they only were wiſe who attended 
to the advice of thoſe, who uſed 
warmly to ecxhort them to ſeck the 
innles of Jehovaly, the Spirit's wit- 

nels, and the power of godlineſs. 
g. Giddy and pleaſurable perſons 
Who are never io happy as when at 
the 


th 
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the card-table, ball-room, horſe- 
race, play-houſe, wake, fair; revel, 
&c. luppoſe themſelves believers; | 
but their's 1s only a ſuppoſed, not 
a well-lounded feriptural evidence 
that they are ſuch, for the Scrip= 
ture ſpeaks pointedly againſt them, 
This 1s plain, becauſe, 1. Fazwh ts 
a fruit of the Spurtt, as ] proved 1n 
_ my firſt chapter, and beltevers are 
called to walk after, or in the Spirit, 
(Gal. v. 16.) but the above prac- 
tices cannot be /ruzts of the Spirit, 
and thereſ{ore they muſt be works 
of the fleſh ; and God ſays, 1f ye live 
after the feſt ye ſhall die, (Rom. 
Vill. 13.) 11is cannot mean a na- 
tural death, becauſe thoſe that do 
walk a'ter the Spirit die in that 
ſenſe, and therefore it muſt mean 
eternal death, which 18 the dread 
portion of unbelievers only.—2. It 
1S eyident that they are not be= 
F 4 levers 
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Hevers becauſe the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians did not walk 
in thoſe giddy paths; they were then, 
and believersare nowcalled tocome 
out fromamong ſuch, and toengage 
in a Nivine employ, (2 Cor. vi. 17. ) 
and thole who come not forth 
prove that they need Zaith, although 
they are inſenſible of it, and ſhow 
that their affections are earthly : 
they do not believe what God ſays, 
and therefore continue 1n their va- 
nity.—g. It appears they do not 
believe, becauſe the grace of true 
faith is ſaid to Purify the Hearts of 
thoſe that are bleſſed with it; (As 
XV. 9.) but if their hearts were pu- 
rified their attions would be ſo too; 
for the heart direfts the a&tions. 
Butas their actions arenot purified, 
we know from the ſcriptures, that 
their hearts are not; and conſe. 
quently they have no reaſon to 
conclude 


— 
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conclude that they are bleſſed with 
the grace of true faith, but that 
they are ſtil] in curſed unbelief.— 
4. God calls thoſe, who inſtead of 
coming out from among the above 
people, remain with them, not he- 
lievers !—not 4s chiliren!—No! 
but children of diſobedience: HE 
Iikewiſe ſays, that the Spirit of Sa- 
tan NOW worketh in them, (Eph. 
1. 2.)—And 5. The ſcripture ex- 
prelsly ſays, For all theſe things 
God will bring them to judgment, 
{Eccle. x1. 9.) Therefore, as fairk 
is a fruit of the ſpirit, and their's 
are works of the jleſh—as God cer- 
tifies us that thoſe who {ve after 
the fleſh ſhall die eternally, as the 
hearts of ſuch are not purified by 
Jaich—as Jehovah informs us that 
THEY ARE C/iilaren of diſobedience, 

and that Satan now worketh in them 
—yea, as God alſo declares, that 


HE 
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Hs will bring them 10 judgment, it 
would be abſurd even to ſuppoſe 


them believers. Surely if they 


Tecerved as truth what God hath 
recorded either in his law or gol- 
' pel, they could not continue a mo= 
ment 113 thoſe dangerous paths! 
When Noah told the old world 
tnat God was about to drown all 
who did not entcr into the ark, 
with a flood of water which ſhould 
cover the whole carth, the people 
would not go in becaule they be- 
heved not what he ſaid. If they 
had really credited God's Word 
delivezed by Noah, they would 
have haſtened from their amuſe- 
ments to the ark fait enough: ſo 
people would now fly from their 
vain purſuits to Chriſt for hap- 
pineſs and ſafety, it they truly be- 
heved what God hath recorded ; 


but they continue ſ{ceking happi- 


neſs 


, 


OT 


neſs in the ways which lead to 
death, becauſe they do not credit 
or believe what he fays. 

A pious clergyman*was once tra- 
velling in a ſtage coach with a lady, 
who entertained her {ellow paſſen- 
gers by repeating the ſubſtance of 
a play which ſhe had ſeen the night 
before, and at length ſhe ſaid * She 
had a threefold pleaſure in 11; and 
that was, the pleaſure of ſeeing it, 
the picaſure of meditating upon it, 
and the pleaſure ol enter tarning her 
frienas with it.” The clergyman 
then told her '* She nad forgotten 
the molt materiaithing; ” and upon 
her being very deſirous to know 
what he meant; he inlormed her 1t 
was * the plealure ſhe would have 
in meditating upon 1t in a dying 
hour, and in the judoment-day.” 
1t 1s ſaid. {be ſaw the propriety of 
* The late Rev. Mr. Hervey. 

the 


( 92 ) 
the ironical obſervation, and from 
that time renounced her world] 
whiuns,and ſought pleaſure in the 
ways of the Lord. Reader, may 
God the ſpirit convey the grace of 
faith to thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt 
do as ſhe did ; for it will be dear 
bought olcaſure to thee, 1f thou art 
found in the unbelieving thron 
in the judgment-day-; (read Matt. 
xxv,); and God only knows how 
ſoon death may haſten thee to ls 
bar !—I now take my leave of 
thee, by belceching thee daily to 
conſider that thy precious ſou] will 
. be puniſhed eternally, it thou 
ſhouldſt be ſnatched from thy 
earthly pleaſures into the lake of 
fire and brimſtone, as we are certi- 
fied in the go! (pel the rich man 
was. vee Like xvi. 19 to 26. 
. The prophane alſo ſuppaſe 

that they are believers, But as the 

| aloreſaid 


| inſtead of believin 
| and flying {rom the. evil of their 
| ways to Chriſt, contraditt even 

| God himlelf in their hearts, by 
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aforeſaid charatters have been des 
ceived, we may be ſure from rea- 
ſon as well as i{cripture, that thoſe 
who practiſe the ſinful condutt of 
ſwearing, cock- iighting, {abbath- 
breaking, boxing, adultery, drunk- 
enneſs; and, 11 maſters, pinching 
the bireling i in his Wages, or it ſer= 
vants, defrauding their maſters, 

&c. &Cc. are not believers, Such, 


g the {cr iptures 


vainly ſuppoling that they {hall be 
happy 1 in another world, although 
if they die 1n therr prelent late, 
he politvely tells them that they 
« Shall be caſt into hell.” ( Pim. ix. 
17.)—lIt 1s alſo ſaid, that the Lord 
him/elf will te a ſan}! witneſs againſt 
all ſuch in Judgment, Mal. wm. 5.) 
that they {hall have their part 1n 

the 
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the lake which burneth with fire 
_ andbrimſtone, which is the ſecond 
death, (Rev. xx1. 8.) and that thoſe 
torments {hall be without end, 
(Matt. xxv. 41.)—Thele are only 
a lewof God's exprels declarations 
_ reſpeCting the awſul end of ſuch ; 
and even the tender, mild Saviour 
aſſureth us, that all of them mult 


be fulfilled without the lealt abate- | 
ment or variation, (Mat.xx1v. 45.) | 


but ſuch do not believe what God 
* ſays 1n the terrors of the law, and 


therelore they unthinkingly ſet. 


him at defiance by continuing in 
their fins; and they do not believe 
what he ſays in the glorious bleſe 
ſings, promiles, and allurements 
of the goſpel; and therefore they 
do not enliſt under the banner of 


Chriſt to fight againſt the world, 


the fleſh, and the devil. O vitiable 
Cale! ©. wretched condition ;— 
Reader 
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Reader .examine; 1s this thy fad 
ſtate ? If ſo, thou haſt been eatin 


and drinking to feed thy body for 


worms to gnaw in the earth; and 
unthinkingly attempting to ripen | 
thy ſoul for eternal hre ! Perhaps 
thou art ſaying, Peter and David 
ſinned, and were not they believ- 
ers? This 1s all granted, but their 
ſins were fallen into once 1n their 
Iives through the power of temp- 
tation, and not lived in like the 
unbelievers : beſides, their repen- 
tance was very great. It 1s ealy to 
fin, but hard to repent like them: 
No perſon can truly repent with- 
out the grace of regeneration, 
Repentance, No well as faith) is 
God's gift. Suppoſe the Lad 
ſhould givethee up to the hardneſs 
of thy heart, as he did Pharoah, 
and ſay to vie as to the ; ole 
In Proverbs? Chap. i. v. 24to 29.) 
© Becauſe 
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* Becauſe I have called, and ye refw« 
fed, I have ſtretched out my hand, ane 
uo man regarded ; but ye have ſet at 
nought all my council, and would none of 
my reproof : 1 alſo will laugh at your- 
calamity, 1 will mock awben your fear 
cometh ; when your fear cometh as dee 
Jolation, and your deſtruftion cometh as a 
" cewvhirkwind, when diſtreſs and anguiſh 
cometh upon you. Then ſhail *they call 
upon me, but 1 will not anſaver ; they ſhall 
ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me."* 
Probably thou mayeft think © If 
this be all true, there are but few 
believers—but few will go to 
Heaven, &c: If the blefſed Jeſus 
were now upon the earth, me- 
thinks HE would ſay to thee as he 
d1d to St. Peter, on another occa- 
fion, © What 1s that to thee, fol. 
low thou me.” The Lord does com- 
pare the number of thoſe that ſhall 
be ſaved to, © The third part,” 
(Zach. x111. 9.) ta © A remnant, 
(Rom, 
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Fes. ix, 27.)—toa © Z:/tle flock,”* 


Luke xii. g2.)—but 1s it not thy 
duty and privilege to ** St72ve to 
enter in at the ſiraight gate?” Will » 
not the numbers tnat are loſt in- 
creaſe inſtead of leſſen thy. tor-. 
ments, as the zdea of it did the rich 
man's after he {i/t up his e's 20 
hell? (Luke xvi. 27, 28:)—Thou 
haſt triſled too long already ; be not 
d:ceived, therefore, but confider 
thy dreadful danger. Simon Magus 
believed hiſtorically, but he was 
In the gall of bitterneſs asthou haſt 
been; Judas believed that Chriſt 
came to ſave finners, but he was 
No dvetter for lus belief; neither 
art thon for thine The D.wvils b:- 
lieve there is one God, and trembie; 
but tney cannot have the faith with 


which ſalvation 1s connefed; and 


how canſ{t thon even think that 
thou haſt had it, when, with thy 


G ſuppoled 
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ſuppoſed faith, thou trifleſt in thy 
ſins ? Thou haſt loitered much of. 
thy life away already, whilſt thy 

.. wicked hearthathHed thee into fin, 
and Satan hath been ſecking to en- 
tice thy ſoul to Hell. Read the 
24th chap. of Leviticus, and tlie 
15t]; chap. of Numbers, and thou 
wilt find, as I ſhewed before, that 
God commanded that the perſon 
who had once blaſphemed, and the 
man who had gathered ſticks one 
Sabbath-day, ſhould both be put 
to death; but perhaps thou art fo 
hardeneg, that thou baft repeated- 
ly ſworn, and broken the Sabbath 
without much remorſe, Art thou 
not one of thoſe ſ{eventeen forts 
of perſons which the Lord expreſ. 
Ir ſays * Shall not inherit the kinge 


dom of Goa?” (Gal. v. 19, £0, 21,) 


The adulterer, the fornicator, the 
unclean, the laſciyious, the 1dola» . 
* » ter, 


oy 
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-ter, the envious, the drunkard, the. 


reviler, and thoſe that uſe witchs 


craſt, are included in the wretched 


number; examine whether thou 


art in the black liſt. Read and © 


conſider this Scripture; and never 


ſuppoſe that God will alter his | 


word to fave thee. That would be 
vainly ſuppoſing, that the God of 
Truth would tell untratks, and 
ſave people in their fins; which 
can never be.—Bleſs thou his holy 


name, that he hath ſpared thee tall 
now ! Thou art ſtill upon praying 


ground ! -May Gol the Spirit help 
thee to view the painful wounds, 
that were made in the hands, feet, 
temples, and {ide of the Bleſſed 


Jeluswhen he was crucified under . 
the vaſt load of his people's ſins ;_ 
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and to abbor even the thought of + 


crucilying him afreſh by rebelling 
more againſt him. May God the 


G a Spirit- 
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"Spirit convey the grace of ſaith to 
thy heart; and then thou wilt take 
God at his word, hive by faith up+ 
en Chriſt, love him, and fear to 


Sfﬀfend him. Thou wilt then have. 


peace in thy mind inſtead of guilt 
en thy conſcience : then thou wilt 
Tave thy money for thy own uſe, 
the uſe of thy family, and the relief 
of God's poor, inſtead of ſpending 
It in ſinful amuſements ; and this 
the beſt method of procuring a 
$90 charaterin the world, inſtead 
of gctting a bad one; it 1s the beſt 
"Rep to procure health inſtead of 
Hckneſs: and it is the right path 
to the falvation cf thy foul. 
Hence thou mayeſt ſez, that true 


believers, who walk cloſe with 


God, have the advantage of all 
People in this world as well as in 
the next. Conſider what I have 
written, and I pray that God the 

Spirit 
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Spirit may make thee,dear read 
a true believer, that thou mayel$* 
enjoy both the preſent and ſuture 
advantages ofſuch. With thisth 
wilt be everlaſtingly happy, withs 
out 1: thou wilt be eternally milgs 
Table. Fare thee well till we meet 
at the judgment-bar, I now prog 
ceed to 


a KY 
CHAPTER IV, | 


In which I am to give a word of 
affeFionateaduiceto thoſe who ir e 
to believe, but fear they do not---an 
to thoſe who know that they arg 
blif/ed with the grace of true faith. 

If thou, my dear Reader, art one 
of theſe fearſul perſons, let me aſk 
thee a few queſtions to prevent 
miſtakes. 1, Doſt thou, like pious 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and St. Pau tee. 
that thy nature, thy heart, ang thi 
life, kave been and ftill ar i9.del- 
perately hem that thou deſerve 

9 
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F, nothing ſhort of eternal con-. 
Gmnation every moment of thy 
*Exillence ; and like thoſe worthies” 
t thou depending on the preci-' 
; blood of Jeſus Chriſt for mer- 
Js for pardon, aud fordeliverance 
@m-that deſerved condemnation? 


| Bleſs God for ſhewing thee this, 
fauthere was a time when thou 
= neither ſee nor feel thy 
Saziched , tate; but as thou now 
Gait both, it implies that God hath 
4 bened thy foul by his holy ſpi- 
We, and it is evident that thou art 
now no ſclf-righteous Pharifee ! '2; 
Doſt taou behold ſuch goodnefs 
in the Lord Jeſus Chrills coming 
from Heaven on purpoſe to die 
under the vaſt load of his people's 
ad thereby ſausly ine JUNE 
"a Sod, that thou art now led to 
of w4n,to fiy ſrom the praRiice 
Wand to long, prey and m_ 
or 
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for yviftory over the very inberng of 
it? Praiſe the Lord for this, be- 
cauſe thou art no daring Antino- 
mian, for they make hight of and 
trifle with their (ins! And 9g, Doſt 
thou really wait on God both in 
public and private, not to be 
thought pious by thy fellow-crea- 
tures, but with a fincere deſire to 
be inſtruRed, to receive a ſenſe of 
the Lord's pardoning love, and to 
enjoy the ſunſhineof his preſence? 
—Be thankful to thy Lord and. 
maſter becauſe thou art no hypa» 
crite, for hypocritesdo their works 
to be ſeen of men; neither art thou 
aformaliſt, for as I before proved, 
formaliſts are content witharound 
of duties, without ſeeking the en- 
Joyment of God in them; but thou 
art one of Zion's mourners, and 
wilt foon have thy ſorrows turned 


Int joy. My God hath command» 
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ed me to comfort fuch,and 1 muſt 


tell thee, if the above be thy real 


flate, that God hath done gread 


things for thy precious foul already 


For, St. James teils thee, *Every 
good gift, and every perfett gift is 
from above, and comet down jrom 
(God) the Father of Lights, unth 
whom is novariablencſs,nor ſnaace 
Of turning;” therefore all that hee 
tred to {in, longing a'ter Chriſt, 
withing for his preſence, deſire'«£ 
holineſs, and anxiety. about glori- 
ftving God, 1s produced by the 
—_ of the HolySpirit, which ti.& 

ord hath gracioufly communicae 
te4 to thy ſoul in regeneration; 
14 herefore take encouragement to. 
ſeek him ftill more earneftly ; for 


God hath pledged his promiſe that 


he will never leave thee, but that. 


he will: perfeft the good work 


which he hath begun in thy ſovl 
S until 
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fulneſs of the Lord Jeſus, as a ne- 
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until the day of Chriſt's coming to 
fetch thee to glory. 

I know that the objeftions which 
riſein ſuch tender minds, and make 
them fear to go to Chriſt, are nu- 
merous; for which reaſon I ſhall 
rowitate and aniwerſome of them; 
and may God the Spirit lead thee 
to a conitant ule of the exhauilleſs 


verfailing remedy ſor all thy come 
plaints. 
Ovjedion 1, © My ſins have 
been ſo- very many and great; that 
I fear to beheve —Anſwer; Mary 
Magdalene had been one ot the 
vileſt proſtitutes andeven poſſefſed 
of feven devils; yet Jeſus Chriſt 
raciouſly accepted, fully pardons 
ed, and everlaſtingly ſaved her, 
And the Jeruſalem ſinners ſtoned 
God's prophets, rejetted the 
aching of Chrilt, and treated 
lim 
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himwith the greateſt barbarity and 
cruelty; preferred a viie malefac- 
'tor to him, and with wicked hands 
Even crucified and flew him; yet 
HE kindly prayed to his father for 
them, —ſent hi>golipel firſtto them, 
ed converted, pardoned, and 
ſaved many of them. (Atts 11.) 
Theſe things are recorded to aſſure 
thee, that were thy caſe worle than 
it 1s, 1f God the Spirit hath inclin-= 
ed thy heart to cleave to Chriſt, 

he will not rejeGt thee. His preci- 
ous blood blotteth out the greateſt 
tranſyreſſions as ealy as the leaſt, 


remember thy fins.” (Iſaiah xl1i1, 
25.) Fear not, then, but go to him 
with the Poet's Prayer. 
, + Mercy, good Lord, mercy 1 aſk, 
It 1s the total fum : 
wor mercy, Lord, is all my ſuit, 
-O! let thy mercy come.” 
; Jefus 


and A declares that He * HU not 
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| Teſus Chriſtcame into the world 


to ſave the chiet of ſinners, and as 
he ſaved Mary Magdalene and his 
crucifiers at Jeruſalem, ſo he wall 
graciuully ſave thee. Thole who 
perſevere in rejetting Chriil, mult 
periſh everlaſtingly; but the true 
penuent is ſure to find mercy. 
Read Iſaiah 1, 18.--1 John 1. 7,— 
Matt. 1. 28. and Heb. vii. 25. 
Objettion 9, *© 1 fear I have 
committed the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is the unpardonable 
fin, and therefore I am backward 
of approaching the Lord. —An- 
ſwer : No perſon who really yields 
himſelf to the pleaſure of Chrilt, 
like St. Paul, (As 1x. 6.) * Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do. ?” 


truly waiting to know his will, that 


he may glorily God by believing 
and doing it through his remain= 
wg days, ever hath committed the 

: UNPAre 
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unpardonable ſin, or ever will 
commit it. This 1s a bold expreſ-. 
ſion, but, I ſhall prove itby Chriſt's 
own words. HE Kindly tells us, 


« tim that cometh to me, | will in 


NO WISE caft out.” (Join vi. 97. ) 
Mark that, © 1Nn. No WisE.' 

However wretched his condition 
- may bave been, and diſtreſſing his 
cale may now be, I will in No 
WISE—at NO TIME—oOnNn NO OCe 


CASION © CAST HIM OUT.” If 


_ Chriſt will not caſt him out, 
e muſt pardon, accept, and ſave 
him; ſo that ſuch cannot have 
mica the unpardonable fin, 
Bleiled be God for theſe molt gra« 


cious words. In all thy trials, keep 


conſtantly going to Chriſt, juſt as. 


the returning prodigal went to his 
liberal Father, and expect the 
kindefſt treatment. 

Objeetion Jo « Although T*inow 
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renounce my. ſins, and walk in 
newnels of life, I fear to embrace 
the bleſſings of the golpel, becauſe 
I find that I cannot keep the mo- 
ral law, or ten commandments, 
in that perfe# manner which I 
read and hear 1t requires.—An- 
ſwer : I preſume thou doſt not 
properly underſtand the uſe of 
the law, nor the freeneſs and ſul- 
neſs of the goſpel. Miniſters ex- 
plain and inforce the high de« 
mands of the law (28 did our Lord,) 
not becauſe they ſuppoſe fallen 
creatures can perſeetly keep them ; 
no! but with the ſame mots 
with which ſurgeons cut oyen 
ſores, that 1s, to make wav for the 
healing balm to produce 1 its ſalu- 
tary effetts. Chriſt is the good 
phyſician of fouls, and his prect- 
ous biood 1s the {overeign balm 
for a wounded {pirit-: but until-the 


{tri&t 


LLQ * 


ftrit requirements of the law have 
been faſtened on the conſcience, 
we think ourſelves whole; and our 
Lord ſays *© The whole need not a 
phyſician: but they that are ſich.” 
It is therefore truly needful that 
the Jaw ſhould be proclaimed 1n 
a'l its force, that by God's bleiling 
on the word, finners may feel their 
maladies, prize the phyſician, and 
look to him to apply the balm and 
perform the cure, But thou art 
likewiſe told for thy comfort, that 
* Chriſt 2s the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs to every one that be= 
heveth.” (Rom. x. 4.) He 1s the 
end of it, becaule he hath perliect- 
ly obeyed its precepts, taken all 
its curies which lis people deſcrv- 
ed upon himſelf, and completely 
freed them from the penal conle- 
-quences, 
Thy fins were laid upon Chrif, 


and 


= 
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and his righteouſneſs is made over 
to thee (2 Cor. v. 21.) for which 
realan the law hath no more power 
to condemn thee, than a creditor 
hath to ſend a debtor to priſon, 


after he hath received his full de- 


mand at the hand of his ſurety, 
Hence God ſays © There is there- 


fore now no condemnation to them 


that are in Chriſt Fs who walk 


not after the fleſh, but after the 


Shirt.” (Rom. vii. 1.) Keep thy 
eye hixed on the obedience and 
facrihice of Chriſt; and remember 
the glorious truth recorded in 
Rome 1v. 6. © Blr/ſed is the man 
to whom God zmputet h Tg hteouſ- 
ne/s unthout works;” then whillt 
thy mind will remain humble for 
thy tranſgreſſions, thou wilt be- 
hold plenty of goſpel bleſings to 
raile thy drooping ſpirit, and to 


rejvice thy dilconſolate ſoul, By 
this 


1 
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this means the evangelical prophet 
was made peculiarly triumphant, 
(See Iſatah 1x1. 10) 

Oljeaion 4. © But I have been 
overcome by my beſetting fin; yea 


te. mm. >. ac. 


ſwer: This 1s a grievous thing in- 
_ deed, for by yielding to fin thon 
haſt probably prieved the ſpirits 
of God's dear children, ſtaggered 
quirers alter truth, cauſed the 
enemies of godlinels to blaſpheme, 


fruitiulneſs and joy. However, do 
not yield to deſpair. There is the 
ſame compiete lacrifice, the ſame 
compaliionate Saviour, and the 
ſame word of promile for thee to 
look to as before. 

'Fhou art not the firſt by many 
that has been thus conquered. St. 
Peter was a dreadiu! Bockilider; 

and particular apgravations atten: 4 


©d 


] am a dreadful back{lider.” An- | 


and robbed thy own ſoul of peace, 
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ed his crime : for he had received 
the greateſt favours from Chriſt — 
was foretold by Chriſt of his fall 
into ſin—he received the Sacra- 
ment with and from Chriſt—and 
ven vowed, that if he were to die 
with Clift he would not commit 
tnat ſin. Yet, after all, dreadful 
to think on! when Chriſt was en- 
_compatied with the moſt barbarous 
multitude, Peter {ollowed, not near 
but afar off —joined in company 
with the unruly mob; and denied 
three times, with oaths and curſes, 
| that he hadany knowledgeof Chrift, 
- Yetthe Lord graciouſly looked up- 
on him—melted him into tears of 
repentance—waſhed him from his 
complicated {fins in his own blood 
—fent a meſſage of kindneſs by 
Mary Magealene andothers to kim 
in particular to eale his burdened 
wind (Mark 16, 7.) and even "—_ 
e 
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reſreſted his drooping ſpirit. Bleſ- 
ſed be his holy narne, he hath the 
fame tenderneſs ay care for 1s 
backflicen and diſconſolate ame 
dren now 2s he had then. Read 1148 
loving lanznage to them, (Lioſea 

14, 1 ; 0 1/r acl retur' 2 the Lord 
thy God: for thou haſt fallen by 
tine iniquity. Then ver. 2, hegiv &3 
ti ema lmtable prayer to ule at his 
throne. Zare with you WOT TS, and 


' turn tw the Lord, /ay unio im, lake 


away all impuity, receive us gras 
cioufly: ſo will we render the calves 
of our lths ; that 1s, {o will we rens 
der the facritce of praiſe to thee, 
Then ver. 4, the Lord gives ſuch 
h1s moſt pacious and poiltive Proe 
mile, / will heal their bac cA/NdLNg s, 
1 will love them freely : For Mine 
enger is turned away Jrom him. 
Could a narratio9 full thy cale bet- 
tex 
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eq him aſter his re{urretion, and 
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ter than that of our Lor 1's gracions * 
dealing with wretched Peter? Can 
a pronufe be better adapted to thy 
Caſe than the above? Remember it 
15 the pr-.miſe of a faithful God; 
and that Gonbting his fuif flment of 
I, even to thee, 15 refletting pe- 
cular diſhonour upon him. 

 Oijefiion 5. Bm I read in the 

| Church Catec him of the eleet PO 

\ pe ON God—the Seventeenth Arti. 

| cle of the Church of England treats 

| of —_ +" I ſee that 

the Bible fpealks © | people whom 

the Lord hath ded predeſtinated 

| and ever/aj/in;ly loved, (Mark 13. 

| 20, 22, 27:  uke PS:'7.. .2 Peter 

1.2. Rom: of JO, 21. Eph. il. 5» 

Jer. 31. 3. Ep. 2 4,5-.1 John, 

4.19, &c. &c-) 1 fear | am not of 

the number, oa tierefore ſome. 

| times doubt ſhalt not be ſaver, 

Anſwer: Thou ihouldelt examine 

H 2 What 


Q 
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I what God ſays in Tis Holy Word, 
Jl that he does in tie for the objects 
3} of his eternal [irs +: and 1 thoſe 


eſt be certain that thou art of the 
happy number. Weare toll Rom. 
8. 30, Whom he dia predeftinate, 
them he alfo calied. I ins calling 1s 
| performed by Golthe Holy Ghoſt, 
who convinces us of our {fin and 
miſery, enitohtens our mindstobe 
hold the way of ſalvation by Chrift, 
and renews our wits, periuading, 
and enabling us to Stacie Jetus 
Chriſt as he 1s freely held forth in 
thegoſpcl. The Catechiſmoi the 
Church of England corroborates 
this deſcription of effetual calling; 
for it judiciouſly tells us tial God 
the Holy Ghojt Jan! ſte ral! the 
ELECT beople of God. Intnis work 
of {antiification, thoſe ihuat are 
effettually calied, as above, arc led 
; ly 
s 
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| things be done ſor thee, thou mayo 
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by-the Holy Spirit to live by faith 
on the ſulneſs of Chriſt, to die 
more anc inore* unto fl and to 
Ive more and more unto Gods 
(1 Cor. 6, 11. 2 Pet. 3.18.) The 
Lord alf'o telis us that His eledt 
(that is thoſe that are manileſted 
to be fuch by efl:Qualcailing) cry 
day and night in Prayer] unto him 
| FP 18.7.) ant ke info.ms us of 
their poll ing bowels of meraes, 
findie/5tong-fuffering, humbleneys 
&/ HEN 7 meekne, [s, 5c. (Col. J 12) 
Hence it evide mily appears that if 
ti: Ou art tlius called by the Holy 
vP:rit to a feching ſenſe of thy fin 
ava 'oond! cry, Iced to live by faith 
upon Cliriſt, and enabled to die 
to ft and live to God; if :3nou art 
crying to him day and 1oht for 
ſpiritual blefings—and if thou art 
puiting on bowels of mercies, 
kindnels, &c. thon mayelt be ſure 


Kt-3 that 
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that God hath predeſtinated, eleft. 


ed, and everlaſtinglv loved thee in 
articular, becauſe he hath gract. 


ouſly told thee fo. Read whar he 


hail exprel; ly (aid for thy COmn=- 
= Fr; 71.3.4 F778; 7 have 
loved THEE wth an everlajling 
love : therefore avitlh loveng- hin 
ne/s have [ drawn thee.” Thus it 
appears from the joint teſtimony 


. of the Church cf England and 
word of God, that thoſe who (ne. 


ver having been eff-Etually called 
by the ſpirit) are buitding for fu. 
ture happineſs on the ſandy foun. 
dation of their ſuppoſed goodnels, 
or hiving 1n the wilſul violation-of 
God's holy law, have no authority 


from ſcripture, or reaſon, to con- 


clude that they belong to the elec- 
tion of prace: None can knew that 


. God hath loved them eter nally, 
| until the holy ſpirit hath wrought 


2 
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a work in them in me. And thoſe 
who are -c:illed as above, have 
caule to bleis God tor the atore- 
ſaid dottrines, becauſe they are 
recordec in ſcripture for the com- 
furt and ſupport of their precious 
ſouls. 


Ovjeaion 6, 5 Oh! I have much 


lin oppofjng me when I] wazt upon | 


God. Satan refills me with more 
vile and blafphemous thou gitts 
when I pray; read Goq's wor?, 
or wait at the Lord s Hou/e, than 
at any other 11me.” An/ver :;TÞ 74 
| Prophet David and St. Paul, wer 

both oppoſed i in the fame manner, 

| although they were both dear chil- 
Gen of God as well as thou, 'I his 

- oppoſition impites that God hath 
ſeparated thee, as he had cone 

them, ſrom Satan's ſnare; for Sa- 
tan does not love to oppole thole 
that are 18 the lleep ol {in, 1-| he 
| H 4 ſhould 
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ſhould loſe them. Remember for 
thy great comfort when thou art 
thus oppoſing thy temptations, be 
they of what kind they may, that 
the ſin thou art oppoſing 1s God's 
enemy as well as thine—that the 
work thou art employedin is God's 
work—that God hath put thee up- 
on it—ſupports thee in it—and 
will bring thee ſafely through it. 
Pious Joſhua, the Lord's high 
prieſt, was employed in this work. 
for when he ſtood before the Lord 
" Satan food at las right Hand to 
reſiſt him ;** but the Lora was then 
preſent to take care of him, Zech, 
g. 1, 2, Jeſus Chriſt was alſo OP= 
poſed with the moſt horrid ſuggel- 
tions; for when faſting in the wil- 
derneſs, Satan aſſaulted him mn a 
variety of forms; and having paſ- 
ſed through the hotteſt furnace of 
temptations himſelf, he not only 
© Tympathizeth 
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ſympathizeth with thee in all-thy 
temptations, but alſo encourageth 
thee to go to him, with bumble 
boldneſs, in thy gr eateſt difficulties 
oy or he graciouſly teils us, by 

the Apoſtle, (Heb. 4. 15, 16.) *We 
have not an High Prarft which cans 
not be touched with the feeling of our 
mnjirmiutes; but was tn all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without 


fin. Let us therefore come boldly 


wito the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and Jind grace 
70 help in time of need.” Go then 
in all thy difhculties to Jeſus thy 
faithful High Prieſt; and as his 
grace was ſufficient: for St. Paul, 
for David, for Joſhua, &c. ſo it 1s 
ſufficient for thee, He will lupply 
all thy needs out of his riches in 
lory. Though thy trials are ſharp, 
they ſhall be y ts ſhort.— Though 
thy diſtreſſes are great, they will 
be 


T 


be ſoon over—And though the 
conflict 1s painful, the conquelt is 
ſure. See 2 Cor. 12. 9. AAS 14. 
92. [fatah 54. 17. Rev. 7. 14, 15, 
16,17. 

Does not thy going to him in. a 
way of prayer and [elf-dedication 


&c. prove that thou dolt belicye 


that he 1s the only ſource of real 
happineſs, and able to ſave thee ? 
And ble{ſed be his holy name, hits 
ability ſprings from his will, ſo that 
he is as wiltng as he 18 ableto ſave 
thee. Though thou, like the wo- 
man with her bloody iffue, art 


queſtioning whether thou mayeſt 


touch and receive the healing vit= 
tue of the dear ſaviour, this does 
not argue that thou arr an unbe- 
liever, but like her, thou haſt naa- 
ny fears mixed with, or oppoling 
thy fath. . However, a firong {as 
V1Our Bath taken {alt hoid of thee, 
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and therefore, hike her, preſs 
through all thy crouds of difficulty 
and thou wilt experience the heal- 


Ing bali of his precious blood a 


plied with power to caſe thy wouns 
dei ſoul in God's due time. 
That thou doſt want an increaſe 
of faith, a knowledge of God's 
Rgiving love, and a more power- 
ful experience of tne holy {pirit's 
witnets in thy ſoul, I know very 
well. Theſe are all favors which 


God hath pronuſeq freely to give, 


thereſore be diligent in ſeeking 


them 1n all the means of his ap- 
pPointment, as tne woman of Ca- 
Naan was until the Lord Jelus re+ 
turned a gracious aniwer to her 
requeſt, (Matt. XV. 2, ty 28.) and 
in due time thou halt reap, there- 


fore faint not. Farewell, my dear 


fellow Pilgrim; may God ſpeed, 
comtort, aud {trengthen thee mn 


thy 
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thy ; journey. I expect to meet 
thee 1n the kingdom ofglory : then 
thou wilt declare the Lord led theg 
by a right way to the bliſsful man- 
tions. +” I now conclute 
2. With an afte&tionate addreſs 
to thoſe who do enjoy the ſorgtv- 
ing love of Chrilt Jeſus, and know 
that they are blefſed with the faith 
of the operation of God, All hatl, 
ye highly ſavourea of the Lord! ' 
[is impoſſible for me to conceive 
ven a thoulandth part of your 
rich portion, Yet I would put all 
ſuch in mind of two things,— 1. 
You are intereſled in !ohovali's 
new and everlaſting cove nant; 1n 
the Lord's gracious election of 
grace, In the. eternal love of God, 
which was $ixed on you from ever- 


laſhing, 
* The Rev, Wim. Romain's life of Faith 
and Mr. Wm, Maſon's Pocket Companion 


are excelent Bocks for People in the atuicla.d 
feartul and doubting State, 
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laſting, and will ſecure you to ever= 
laſting, in the matchleſs perſon 


and finiſhed work of Jeſus Chriſt; 


and what {hal} I ſay more? You 


are bleſſed with an intereſt in the 


vaſt number of unalterable PromI-= 


ies, which God hath recorded in. 


the old and new Teſtament; in 
the fervent prayers of ail the 
Saints on Earth, and even the 1n- 
teiceflory ones of Chriſt 1n Hea- 
ven. - Read the Bihje, meditate on 
theſe things: and may God the 
ſpirit feed thy foul and warm thy 

_— with theſe glorious truths, 
Renember thou haft but a 
ſh time to live on earth, and as 
God the father, fon, mid ſpirit 
have done ſich grea t things for 

thee, wilt not thou do all in th 
power to tiew thy love to Jeho- 
val? Lettl.y conduct and conver- 
lation bc {uch as becomes the real 
chiliren 
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and places. Thou art God's ftew- 
ard, and therefore, it thy Lord 
hath put property in thy hands, 
like Job, ſeek and find out the 


poor and afflifted, and adminiſter 


at all needf{ul times to their necels 
ſities. Pity and pray for the weak, 
ignorant, and tempted, and pive 
them ſuitable advice in all ſeaſons, 
vet a proper example by conſtant- 
ly attending a. preached gulpel, 
prayer meetings, &c. but be very 
| diligent atall proper ſeaſons in thy 
buſineſs (if a ſervant) that thy ems 
ployers be not injured nor religion 
blame. Encourage ard ſpeak 
well of God's real minitters (the 
weak as well as the ltrong(; oi his 
word, and of thy Saviour ; and 


thereby recommend the Lord and | 
his ways to ail that are about thee. 
Pity thy thoughtlels neivhbours . 


and 


children of God in all companies 


and acqua: :ntance, and even thy - 


greateſt enemies, and pray much 
for them; uſe them kindly, and 
exerciſe forbearance as God hath 
done by thee. Endeavour to ſhow 
them the evil and danger of ſin, 
and the kindnels of thy dear Gs 


viour, in the moſt. affethonate. 


manner; and remember, it 1g 
God only (not thylelf) that hath 
made tance to differ from the vileſt 
of tnem. In a word, remember 
It j3-the indiſpenfible duty, and 
greate{: privilege of all who know 


the forgiving love of Chriſt, daily 


to itudy how they can beſt glorily 
Goa, and ſerve their fellow mor- 
tals, in their families, - in the 


church, and in the world, all 


through the little ſpace they re- 


main below; and daily to look to 


God for ſuch rich ſupplies of his 
grece, . 25 will enable them con- 


fant! V.. 
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ſtantly to tread in the beſt ftepg 


for promoting thele glorious ends. 
—lIt 1s really ſhocking to ſee num- 
bers, who profels godlinels, ren- 
der themſelves mnpurtous inkkead 
of u/cful in the -chriſtian world, 

ſome by a captious, others by 
a worldly, and others by a carele/s 


and inadve Spirit. Bleſſed is that 


Soul who ſhuns ſuch fnares, May 


God indulge all my dear readers 


with the [nduſtry of the ANT, the 
Wijdom of the SERPENT, andthe 


Harmleſnejs of the Dove. Amen. 
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DIVINE CORDIAL 
For True Worſhippers, 
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An affefionate Remonſtrance 
For the Formal and Prophane ; 
| OR, 
True and falſs Worſhip exempliked. 
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| - of the ſcriptural DireFory (in Dialogwan)y 
for thoje 2who <vould live comfortable "I 
die happy. 
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The true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father in /pirit, and in tru, for the Father 
Fſeakoth ſuch to worſhip him. —Fobn iv. 23, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


——— SO OD O27 oo em-— 


/ T ts rot the Author's interticn to trouble 

the world with NEEDLESS publications; 
6:7, as many perſons purſue therr buſineſs, 
endulge floih, or exerciſe therr ſhort on tle 
Jabbeth ; os fome attend the Lord"s courts 
n a thoaghtit/s manrer, ard as others nerd 
conſermetten in the faith, ond encoure; emert 
3 the way to Zirn, the ſubfrancy of thes hack 
reſted with wet ght on fits Neand, and AC wens 
if reaily need jul. | 

That the Lord mev truly bleſs the ot- 
_ to his various readers, if the prenet pul” 
defire of the Author, and he ropes 6xy wall 
gue God the whole Glory. 
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A DIVINE COUSIFERD 
FOR 


True Worſinppers, &c. 


'F thou, my heloved reader, 
wert about to go to court, and 

to petition the King of thy coun- 
iry to do thee ſome favour, thou 
wouldelt ſtudy how to behave be- 
fore him, and in what words to 
preſent thy petition unto him: if 
it be need{u! to uſe ſuch care and 
caution before an earthly Prince, 
IS it not infinitely more neceflary 
when thou goecſt to the houſe of 
God, to preſent thy petition unto 
the King of Kings, and LoRD of 
LorDs? His piercing «ye pene- 
trates through each dark avenue 
of thy heart every moment, and 
he requires truth in the znmoſt 
Faris; but it 1s highly probable 

I Z that. 


as es dds. * 
, 


att, 


that thon haſt often gone to the 
houſe of God with lefs reverence 
than thou wonlf4eſt appear before a 
monarch of the earth, and joined 
wh thoſe who have been engaged 


1K Prayer, and praiſe to Ke with 


lefs thought and folemniy, than 


thou wouldeſt ſpeak to a fellow 


creature. This 18 a deplorable caſe 
for by ſach careleſs conduct God 


3s trifled with, and the ſoul is neg-_ 
Jetted. Whillt ſome who are wor- 


ihipping God aright, find incom- 
parable pleaſure and ſenſible profit 
10"the ſacred employ ; the ſervice 


of God 1s to all triflers a ſervile - 


drudgery, inſtead of a delightful 


exercile: they have not looked © 


for the enjoyment of God init; 

and their ſervice, inſtead of being 
acceptable, is an abomination to 
the Lord. Prov. xv. 8. 


The God of truth teaches” us” 


that 
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that we are all fallen in Adam, 
from originalrighteouſnels,{Rom. 


'v.)— that by nature we are altoge- 


ther {inſul in every member, and 
faculty, of bo1y and {oul, (Rom. 

i1.)—that until we are regenera- 
ted, and quickened by the holy 
ſpirit, we'are totally dead to God, 
and godlineſs, {Eph. 11, 4 2)=and. 
that without hun we can do no- 
thing ſpiritaally good ; (John xv. 
5.) from which, it unavoidably 
tollows, that none can worſhip 
God properly, or acceptably, un- 
ti] they are born of the ſpirit. To 
diſtinguiſh thoſe who are really 
born again, from thoſe, who, being. 
dead in fin, ouly ſeem to worſhip 
God, our bleſſed Lord calls them 
* TRUE Worſſuppers;” and then 
to teach them that nothing but 
ſovereign grace hath made them 
differ trom the unconverted, he 


I 4 | ſays, 


Tays, © For the Father ſeeheth ſuch 


to worſhip him :*' towhich he adds, 
* God 2s a ſpirit, and they that 


wor ſſp him, muſt wor fhap in ſpirit 


and in truth.” John 1v. 23, 24. 
Whether thou art quickened by 
the grace of. the holy ſpirit, and 
one of theſe *True 1 Mippers, 
or not, is a matter of infinite 1m- 
Portance ; therefore thou ſhouldeſt 
look to God for his grace, and ex» 
amine 'into this matter with the 
= care, and without delay. 
0 help thee in ſuch examination, 
T have written this Iittle book, and 
I recommend to thy ſerious con- 
Hideration the following chapters; 
CHAP. I. 
Some tdeas of what God does for his 
people, Viz. ®HE SEEKS THEM,” 
CHAP. Il. 
| How they whom God hath ſought 
wor ſhip ham, viz, * In SPIRIT ap 
20 TRUTH,” + AL 
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feehing. 


CHAP. III. 

Conclude with ſuitable adarefs to 
afferent charadters. 

Whilſt thou readeRt, forget not, 
that God ſays that thou art a ſin- 
ner—that thou art doomed to die 
—that Death's ſentence may be 
ſpeedily executed — that aſter 
death muſt come judgment—and 
that unleſs thou art regenerated, 
and brought to worthip God 1n 


ſpirit, and in truth on earth, thou 


wilt not, can{t not, reign with 
Chriſt 1 in Heaven. : 
I now proceed to 
CHAP I-45 
| In which I am to record fome 
ideas of what God does for his 
people, viz. © RE SEEKS THEM.” 
1. This emplies that they need 
It 1s evident that they 
need ſceking, becauſe being lallen 
in Adam, born in {in, and corrupt 
'1 
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ry for 


| eternal] death. A 
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eex happineſs 
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7 tell his auditory, that real happi- 


* 
' 


( 


Il 
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n«.{s can be ſound no where but in 
God and his ways; tie righteous 


- parent tells his thoughtleſs child 
' the ſame 1mportant truth, and the 
' godly maſter preffeth the ſame (aft 


on the f{ervants under his care ; 
but though thele kind efforts are 
conſtantly uſed, many hearers, 


' children, and ſervants, contivue 


1n purſuit of happineſs from earth- 
ly things ; netther miniſters, pas 
rents, nor maſters can change ' 
their hearts. Nownny can renew 
their wills, make them leave their 
ſins, and induce them to ſeek hap- 
pinels i in God and his ways until 
tie divine ſpirit does This proves 
that if God will have any * True 
IVorſtuppers, ” he mult, as he hath 
{ard, fave them from the ruins of 
the fall, and from their falſe prin- 
cipl2s, and wrong practices by his 

grace: 


(OAE 


grace: though all ought to uſe the q the 
means, no man can quicken his by 
own ſoul, neither can. any man ; bu 
come to Chrilt of himſelf, (John © 7 
= vt. 44.) Though much is ſaid, in _ 
the preſent day, about man's abili- 
ty to do good; and refuſe evil, 
yet experience proves human be- 
ings ſo perverſe, that none will 
| come to God aright, until be ſeeks 
j them. | 

' 2. The Lord /eeks and turns his 
people from the error of thar ways 
8 by hrs holy ſpirit, Although our 
| Heavenly Father, moſt commonly 
uſeth his pious miniſters, holy 
word, and various ordinances as 
inſtruments. in this important 
work, 1t 1s the Holy Spirit that aps 
plies the word and makes 1t effec- 
tual to their converſion. Even 
thoſe who attend the means of 
grace, remain in their ſins = 


("TY---3 


T the Divine Syirit effect a chang) 
q by which 1t 1s evident that none 
bat God the Spirit can quicken 
and renew the ſoul. 

The bleſſed Saviour tells us that 
this ſpirit ſhall Vit the world 
of {in, {John xv1. 8.) and he makes 
thoſe renewed by his influence to 
ſee, and feel, like the prophet Iai- | 
ah, that all the members of their 
bodies,'and powers of their ſouls 
zare hlled with the diſeaſe of fin— 
that they hav cungratefully broken 
God's holy law in innumerable 
inſtances —and that they juſtly des» 
ſerve to be ſent to the burning. 

rion of eternal puniſhment.— 
This Divine Agent lea!s the 
fouls, whom he Hath truly hum- 
bled, hke St. Paul, to build on 
Jeſus Chriſt as the alone founda> 
tion for glory. And this ſpirit 
gractoully ſantiifies ſuch, as he 
did 


| 
Q. 
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Cor. vi. 11.) {o that their wills 
being renewed, they abhor fin, 
and iove holineſs; their affeftions 
are {ct on things above, ani they 
leave then ungodly companions : 
they alſo love God, unite with bis 

evple and wait athis courts, Thus 
it 1s by the Holy Spirit that the 
Lord changes the bent of their 
inclinations, and ſeeks his people, 


. for the good of their ſous, and to 


glorify his name. This 18 agreeadle 
to his kind promiſe (Ezek. xxxv1. 
26, 27.) ©* A new heartewrl [ give 
you, and a new ſpirit will 4 put 
within you, and 41 will take awa 

the heart of flone out of the }lcjh, 
and [ will give you an heart of fleſh. 
And 1 will put my ſpirit within 


you, and cauſe you 10 walk in'my 


" ſtatutes, and keep my judgments, 


and do them.” 
| If, 


did the converts at Corinth, (1. 
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Tf, reader, thou art unwilling to 
leave thy fins: to take up thy dat- 
Iv croſs and follow Jeſus Chrift, 
thou jackeſt the Holy Spirit to 
- renew and ſeek thee, If leſt def. 
titute of the ſpirit of Chrilt, thou 
wilt perſevere in thy rebellion 
againſt God until thy body is foud 
 » for worms, and thy ſoul lewel for 
: -. eternal flames. May God the ſpt- 
Tit ſeek and ſave thee! Thus is 
: Not a new dotirine, but it is as old 
- -+a$ the holy ſcriptures., For, 
9. He ſought St. Pau] by the 
fame ſpirit ; and brought him from 
- the delufive Babel of lelf-righteous 
.denendence, to the penitential 
valicy of deep humiliation ; and 
mnde this ſelf-admiring Phariſee, 
- who had vainly ſuppoſed that as 
| ** Touching the r1ghtcouſneſs of the 
' Yaw he was blameles,” leelingly 
* geclare, © Of finners [ am chief," 
W -:- (1 lim, 


MIN 


t Tim. i. 15.)—1 am not meet to 
e called an Apoſtle,” (1 Cor. xv. 


9.)—1 am te/s than the leaſt of all 
faints,” (Eph. 11. 8.) -St, Paul's 


views would never have been re. 
verſed from ſelf-delight, to ſelf ab- 
horrence—his hatred to God and 
his people for real love to them— 


and his daring oppoſition to Chriſt . 


and his charch for grateful and 
conſtant exertions on their behalf 
if God the Spirit had not renew- 
ed and ſought him, In the very 


ſame gracious manner he renewed 


Zaccheus's ſoul, and delivered him 
from knavery, covetouſnels, &c. 
then the man who had villainouſly 
defrauded his fellow creatures to 


wet bags of gold, ſreely made a 


ourfold reſtitution, to all whom 


he had wronged: and then his 
bowels which, thro paſt years, 


had been ſhut againlt the poor, 


were 


—_— a ———_——_ 
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| | mediately offered half his goods 
= for their uſe: he was not then like 


| | thoſe who ſo reſemble the beaſt 


© preparing for the ſlaughter, that 
- they bold all the ſervice intended 
* until they die ; but Zaccheus did 
: 1t directly, which indicates that it 
- was notlegal fear which drove him 
: unto an outward change of con- 
Y due only, but that ſovereign grace 
7 bad eftettually opened his heart, 


# * fenewed his powers, and fought 


q him for God's work and ſervice, 


* By the ſame ſpirit he ſaved Mary 


- Magdalene from the filth of ſin, 
F* 4 although ſhe had buen one of 


- the moſt vile, filthy, and notorious 


' creatures ; he graciouſly made her 


| a chaſte and pious, a ſteady and 
2} zealous ſaint, peculiarly rich 1n 


! fruits of faith, and labours of love, 


|: " She had much oa and fhe 
; leved. 


| were ſo wall opened that be ime 


loved much.” (Luke vii. 47.) And 
by this. ſpirit he ſought and deli- 
vered Solomon from the love of 
worldiy pleaſures; this Divine 
Inſtructor fully convinced him of 


Tlency of the ways of God; alſo 
that earthly pleaſures perplex the 
ſpirit, diſappoint the mind, throw 


Lord; therefore he exclaimed a+ 


to glorify the Redeemer, faying, 
* Varity of vanities, vanity of va- 
mites, all zz vanity,” (Eeclel. 1.2 ) 


pirieſs in ſhort of Chriſt and bis 
ways: but he fpeaks in the molt 
exalted ſtrains of the pions ways 
of Gad's viſible church, which is 
made wiſe nnto ſalvation, for he 


pleafantneſ5, and all her paths nre 


' peace,” 


away time, and diſhonour the _ 


gainſt every way that did not tend 


All is vanity that people feek hap- _ 


declares, * Hler ways are ways of | 
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peace,” Prov. ni, 17.) Note: Sole. 


J 


mon was the wilelt of men, alfs 


_ aided by ſupernatural influence, 
- when he wrote this, therefore ut 


1s recommended to our attention 
with double ſanttion. 
I have now ſhewed tkee, my 


| dear reader, how the Lord gract- 


ouſly ſought, and ſaved, St. Paul 


from ſelf-righteous dependence ; 
 Zaccheus from covetouineſs and 


fraud; Mary Magdalene from no- 
torioufly impure prattices ; and 
King Solomon from the gayefſt 
circle of earthly amuſements. L 
would not be tehtons, or, I could 


have brongat numbers more of 
| ſtriking proofs, both ancient and _ 


modern ; for, thus the Lord hath 
fought his people i in a/l ages; and 
in the ſame manner he ſeeks and 
faves them now : all who are thus: 


- fenewed and changed by grace 


2 will 


(© 20 } 
will = to heaven; (U ah bi. 
12.) all who die deſtitute of this 
cange mult go to hell, (Atts. iv, 

Rom. viii. 9.) Whether the 
Holy Spirit hath renewed, and 
faved thee or not, 31S a matter of 
the oreateſt importance. It 13 what 
thou ſhouldeſt not pals over for a 
moment, but exaniane into with 
the orcatclt care, and without de. 
lay, The next chapter 1s intend- 
ed to help thee in this neediul 
Enquiry. For, 1n 21, 1 am to ſhew, 

CHAP, 11. 

The MANNER in which thoſe 
worſhip God, whom tie aath ſought 
by his Holy Spiret. 

" 1. The Lord [efus Chriſt tells 
vs, that they worlhip God in ſparit 
(John iv. 24.) Vurthipping in 


fpurit ſignifies, that their /p;727s are 


employs ed 1n reliptous ex rciſe, as 
well as their tongues, Whe: YE, 
| " they 


+4 
;; 
[ 
% 
£ 
4 


« v 
Vi 
het 
as 

"i 
[4 
= 


EIT IOTSIESS 


( 21 ) 


they ſpeak to be heard, or nat 
like pious Hannah, theie hearts 


pray, whilit their lips move. (1 


Sem. 1. 13.) For this reafon St. 
Paul ſavs, ** We are of the circume 
cijton, that wor fit 7 God in the ſpts 


-Jtt.;. (Phil. 9.) Thi is worliipe 


ping of God in the feartt 1s oppa- 
fed unto that mere 7 ſervice, 
which 1s careleſsiy offered by all 
who are {trangers to the inward 
per of religion ; they .utier ſo 


Jemn words wit! due conlide- 


Tation. Alarming thought! Their 
Tips join in congregational ſervice 
whilſt their hearts. are wandering 
tirough the earth, their eyes _ 
ling round the place, and their 
ſpirits more light and airy before 
the ALL-SEEING-GoD, than they 
would dare to be, if they were 
cravinga temporal favour from an 


earthly prince ; Vea many of them 


K 3 make 


vs $4 


Make obedience to each other, | ot! 
whilſt they addreſs their Creator 3 Wi 
and repeat the order of Divine © Lo 
Service with leſs attention and _* hi: 
thought, than thev would aſk the | Pi 
meaneſt traveller an indifferent _ &@v 
queſtion; may all ſuch remember. Wc 
that God told Iſrael, that he would _ JO 
netther ſmell their jolemn re lngorr0h 'W 
nor hear the melody of thetr mols, © h 
a:ſo that he even hated and deſprjed 

their feaſt days, and that hewould | Te 
not accept the offerings of their, (. 
hands, (Amos v. 21 ) and can ſuch: * 
careleſs, formal worſhippers reaſons:  £ 
ably expett that God will ſpeak” BB. 
more favonrably reſpecting theim?. L 
ſurely pot ! by 


Reader, if thou'art born of God 
the Spirit, thou dott not worſhi 

in that formal and though 
manner. If thou art truly religi« 
ous, like Hannah, St. Paul, and 
| others, 


ET” "COP =3 
f 
5 


i others, thou worſhippeſt Jehovah 
= with thy ſpirit. Bleſſed be the 
: Lord, for he hath ſvught thee by 


” His grace, thus to worſhip him. 
| Pity all the formal, pharifaic, gid- 
- ty, and prophane; allo pray tiiat 


God the ſpirit may ſfeck them to 
join thee in Immanuel's ſervice, 
and to ſhare in thy preſent and 
future joys. But note, 

\'2. Thoſe whom God hath 
ſought, worſhip him in © Truth,”? 
(John iv. 24.) when Jeſus Chriſt 
tells us that the ſpirit, or ſpiritual 
worſhippers, worſhip the Lord in 
** Truth;” he intends to teach us, 
that their hearts and tongues go 
together; that they ſay in divine 
ſervice what they really think of, 
and truly think of what they ſay; 
that they expreſs what they feel, 
_ and feel what they expreſs; that 
they believe what they declare, 
| IF TE and 


( 24 ) 


and deelare what they believe, and 
thus they worſhip God in truth. — 
[This 1s oppoſed to a ſpirit of for- 
mality, and falſhood, which all the 
unregenerate are influenced by, 
even when they attempt to wor- 
ſhip God, I will give tee three 
inſtances of wretched fal/hood, that 
the Lord beholds in the unconver- 
"ted, when athis houſe. Inſtance tne 
1. By going to church, meet- 
.1ng, or chapel, they ſeem to be 
chriſtians, and pretend to chriſti- 
-anity ; but, ike Pliable, in Mr. 
Bunyan's Pilgrim, the ale-houſe 
or tavern, the play-houſe, trifling 
converſation, ball-room, or ſport- 


-when the ſabbath is ended. The 
hearts of ſuch are not right with 
God, and therefore they deceive 
themſelves, grieve others, and 
like the fooliſh virgins trifle, 

DN Dd” "2 8 


 Ing-table, &c. pleaſe many as well. 


( 95 }) 
#® with. a mere lamp of religious 
#Z profeſſion, without the leaſt portt= 
on of the oil of real grace. Net- 
ther Chriſt nor his diſciples fol- 
lowed ſuch pratticez a real chrif- 
tian is a follower of Chriſt ; the 
above people pretend to follow 
him, but do not, therefore the 
Lord beholds them influenced by 
a ſpirit of formality and falihood. 
But inſtance the 
\ 2. Thoſe are under a ſpirit of 
kypocriſy and falſhood, who attend 
at this, or that, place of worſhip 
merely to be thought religious by 
their fellow creatures, to get aC- 
quaintance, to promote buſineſs, 
'or, (like Shechem, Gen, &xxav.) 
to an{wer ſome other worldly end. 
Such ſeem ſincere, but the:Lord 
beholds them hypocritical ;- ſuch 
appear devout, but God beholds 
their decei:; they wouldbe thought 
| be OO. TRUE 


<. 


f: £60-) 


TRUE worſhip ers, but Jehovah 
beholds their /al/e intentions, and 
Will ſeverely requite their earthly 
motives, But inttance the 

 3- Thoſe are under a ſpirit of 
formality and falſhood, who ex- 
preſs that it) God's ſervice which 
they neither experzence, nor be- 
leve. If the Holy Spirit hath not 


ſought thee, my dear reader, 


thou haſt expreſſed many things 
in divine ſervice, which thou haſt 
not /{rif&ly believed, and conſe- 
_om' told many falſhoods at the 
ouſe of God. Secret errors are 
wfinitely more dangerous than. 
thoſe that thou art convinced of, 
and therefore, hoping that the 
Lord may convince thee by theſe 
means ; inthe preateſt love to thy 
precious ſoul, I would aſk, 
1, Doſt thou believe that thy 
heart, and thy will, thy nature, 
I and 
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and thy whole body and ſoul are 
ſo full of fin, that there 1s nothing 
ſtrictly good about thee, by na- 
ture? Perhaps thou replieſt, «No, 
I do not belteve I am fo very bad! 
I believe my nature, heart, and 
will are tolerable good ” I 
anſwer, why then didſt thou in 
repeating the general conſeſhon, 
tell God in the church, «© We 
have all goneaſtray likeloſt ſheep, 
we have left undone thole things 
that we ought to have done, we 
have done thoſe things that we 
ought'not to have done, and there 
250 health inus.”” The true wor- 


b ſhipper believes that we are all na- 
= turally full of fin, alfo that there 


1s no ſpiritual health in any until 
God hath regenerated them by his 
Holy Spirit, and therefore he 
ſpeaks truth when he repeats the 
conlefhion ; but how couldeſt go 
UE tel 
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tell the "od there was 70 health | Yet 
zn thee, when at the ſame time [{Junto 
thou walt ſo deluded as to ſuppoſe I (Pi 
thy nature, will, and heart were Þ Law 
We. Though there i 1s no ſpiritual F culp 
ealth in thee ,yet as thou haſt not I pro! 
believed that thou art wholly de- BR V+ 5 
praved, thou hait been fo far from | Gal 
worſhipping God in the ſpirit and 3 afſu 
language of ir«t, that thou halt |Y oj « 
told kim an impious /a{hood, each Þ| (ja 
time thou haſt uſed the expreſſion. Þ| bel 
w hilft the expreſſion 1s excellent [1 the 
in itſelf. and very proper for true |! {or 
worſhippers to ul», thou haſt un. 8 gre 


thinkingly told the Lord an une & ME 
truth every time thou haſt uſed it. | CO 
But I proceed to aſk, W th 

2. If a friend were to tell thee br 
that thou haſt broken all the ten \ I 
commandments, ſhouldeitthou not |} It 
warmly deny the charge? I hope It 
thou baſt neither committed actual a 


murder, theft, nor adultery, &c. 
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| Yet as God's holy law reacheth 


Junto the thoughts of the heart, 


, (Pf. 11..6.) and as the tremendious 


{ Law-giver declares each perfon 
| culpable who hath had an im- 


Z proper deiire, (Matt. V. 28. Eph. 


V-.5 mow: XXx1V..9. 1 John 111. 4« 
Ga}. iii. 10.) allo as the Lord 


1 aſſures us {ues IVhoſoever ſhall 


ojjend in one point, 's guilty of all, 
{ James 11. 10.) the 77 ue wor ſhipper 


| beholds it 1mpothble to eſcape 
7 the ſevere charge ; for which rea- 


4 ſon he teelingly Joins the cone 


[Pp 


| gregation in ſaying, | * Lord have 


mercy, upon us, &c.”" when each 
commandment is read; for al- 
though he 1s as free from attual 
breaches of the law as thou, ye 

he fees that he falls very ſhort of 
itsuſt demands, and feels that he 
ſtands in need of ſalvation by an 


at of - free mercy through Chriſt. 
But, 


But, if thon haſt ſuppoſed that |} 


thou haſt not broken every com- | 


mandment, what /encerzty, or truth, 
could there be in requeſting the 
Lord to have mercy on thee, when 
each of them was read? This -1s 
fuch diſlimulation, that it deſerves 


no better name than language of 
falſhood : inſtead of worlhipping © 
God in truth, thou halt trifled with * 


him. But, 

g Perhaps thou thinkeſt that 
thy religious attions will help to 
procure pardon for thy. offences, 
and that thou ſhalt be ſaved from 
condemnation, in part, by thy 
works, Many plead for this fen- 
timent; but if this be the way by 
which thou expettelt to be ſaved, 
thou art putting ſome truſt in thy 
doings: yet in the collect for the 
Sunday called Sexageſima, God:is 
appealedto! in the words follow! 


« () Lon 
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.«.O Lord God, who ſeeft that we 


put not our /r»ft in any thing that 
we do, Ec.) Why my dear read. 
er, doft thou tell God that thou 
putteſt not thy /ru/t in any thing 
that thou doef?,” when thon art not 

only truſting to thy other doings, 
but alſo in thoſe attions that thou 
art performing at the very time of 
thy making the declaration ? This 
is unthinkingly telling the Lord a 
dire& fal!/tood, even in bis houſe, 
which is dreadful beyond deſcrip. 
tion; thoſe whom God hath 


| | fought, as deſcribed in the firſt | 
chapter, ſpeak truth when they 


make this appeal ta God ; for, al. 
though they are zealous for good 
works; yet they ſee thetr beſt ac. 


.tions ſo imperfet that they dare 


not put any truſt in one of them ; 
but, their whole truſt 1s placed on 


Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, May 


God 


( 32 }) 
God the Spirit ſeek thee alſo, and 


| then thou wilt ceaſe from falſhood, 
and ſpeak truth in his ſervice ! 
Permit me to add, 


4. Many luppoſe that they have 


ower to turn from their ſins, 
come to Chriſt, and believe in the 
Lord when they pleaſe. I with 
ſuch to make ſpeedy trial, but if 
this be thy opinion of thy natural 
abllity, thou haſt not ſpoken truth 
in repeating the collett for the ſe- 
cond lunday in Lent, when thoa 
baft addreiſed the Lord, ſaying, 
« Thou ſceſt that we have no 
power of ourlelves, to help our- 
felves, &c.” Tis collect is an ex- 
cellent one—thouſe who have been 
quickened by grace firittly believe 
it—and therefore ſpeak truth 
when they repeat it; but if thou 
art not truly convinced of chy to- 
tal znability to help thyſelf from 
the 
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the various evils So which the 

whole human Tabe 1s plunged By 
Orio11al an] actual fin, thou haſt 
Ay uttered this choice lentencein 
the fp it of Zr th, but of formality 
and falſhood : treat ai earthly Paz 
rent with ſich diſh mulation, ana on 
diſcovery, 1& would difdain: it, and 
] leave thee to determine how in- 
finitely, hateful 1t mult be to the 
heart-iearching God, of ſtricteſt 
JR. Rat 1 make free to aſk, ' 
Doft thou believe that the 
Io communicates the grace of 
his Holy Spirit 'to his people in 
the pr- lent age; or doſt thou ſap- 
ofe that the DPIrit's influence 
ceaſed in the Apo! ile's tames? If 
thou art appreue n{i:ve that we are 
not to expect the Spirtt's influence 
NOU and that the bleſling of ins 
Son ceaſed with the Apoſtles, 
why d14X thou {o otten join the 
L Congregation, 


— 
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FangregaCon im ſaying & Take not 
thy) holy ſpirit from us?” How 
thoughtleſs and wicked, to requel 

the Lord not to take that from 


thee which thou never hadit in 


thy prrinen, and that thou igno- 
rantly ſuppoſeſt 15 not enjoyed by 
any in this age, The worſhippers 
whom God hath ſought, experi- 
ence the benefit of the Spirit's in» 
flaence, and they feel that they 
can neither pray nor preach, read 
nor hear, believe, repent, nor per- 
form any ſpiritual aftion properly 
without him; thereſore, they wor- 
ſhip God in truth both when they 
pray that his Holy Spirit may be 
given unto them, and when they 
requeſt that it may not be taken 
from them. But if thou doft not 
beheve that ſuch favours are now 
pen, it indicates that thou art 
dellitute of the Spirit, and proves 


thou 


Fr -"Y as « FR 2 


I. 


thon haſt addreſſed the God of 


| _ Heaven in language of formality 


(95 


and fallhood. It is impoilible for 
thee to worſhip the Lord in trutt 
whilſt thouexprefſeſt Ny THING 
with thy tongue and belteveſt the 


' CONTRARY 2% thy heart. Bear 


with me whilſt with the trueſt re. 
gard for thy preſent profit, and 


-future happineſs. I enquire, 


6. What doſt thou think of the 
dottrine of forgiveneſs of fins? 
Doſt thou believe that any know 
their fins forgiven 1n this fe? If 
thy heart replies, ** No, I believe 


no ſuch dottrine; how can -any 
. man on earth know his fins for- 


given, &c.?” I make ſree to aſk 
thee in return, my dear Reader, 


| bow thou couldeſt preſume to de- 


clare before God, 1n the congre- 
gation, © [ believe 1n the forgive- 
neſs of ſins?” It 3s true that the 

L 2 knowledge 


( 36 ) 


knowledge of fins forgiven SA 
divine reality ; clearly recorded 


in the ſacred ſcriptures; and that 


thoſe whom God hath eſiettually 
called, by his Holy Spirit, either 

enjoy, or are ſeeking the ble ling 
contained 1n this exc<llent ſeri- 
tence; fo tit they ſpeak a truth, 


which they ſtrictly beheve, when 


they uſe tt: —vet, mutt 1t not be 
very thoughiulels, falſe, : and wicked 
for thee todechire twice each dar, 
when at church, © I behere in 
the forcivenels of fins,” whilt 
thou fallcly ſuppoleſt none enjoy 
the benefit of that great bleihng 
It is quite time for thee to toke 
this matter into ſerious conhdera- 
tion, for 1t :s really awiul thus to 
addreſs the God of truth ,under 
a {pirit of deception, and mm lan- 
guage of, nothing but, tormality 
and falſhood. But Play remark, 


"If 
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+, If thou haſt not been ſonght 
by B Spirit, as deſcribed in my 
firſt, chapter, initead of PR 
the truth, 1n religious worthip, a 
dirett falihood hath been told, in 
each line, . whenever thou haſt 
{ung the two firſt verſes of the for- 
tieth plalm; winch amounts to 
ety ht untruths every time thou halt 
repeated only two verſes, This 
1s a heavy charge, but the lament= 
able fatt 1s fo felf evident, to thoſe 
who properiy think of it that TL 
need not waſte paper in exemplt- 
fying it: I belecch thee to take 
thy bible and read thole verles ; 
conſider their contents with care, 
and may the Lord give: thee his 
grace, to enable thee to worſhip 
lim in /þ272t, and in truth in fu- 
ture, Without his ſpirit thou 
Wilt allo tell untruths, when, with 
the congregation, tbou Ls. : 
L 3 .. 4 New 


-canſt neither ſee thy intereſt in 


| heinous fin of telling dire&t falf- 


(""y0—) 
«® Now Lord, letteft thou thy ſer- 


vant depart in peace, according to 
thy word; for MINE EYES HAVE 
SEEN thy ſalvation,” becauſe thou 


the ſalvation of Chriſt, nor enjoy. 
real peace 1n thy ſoul under a {crip- 
tural perſuaſion of deliverance 
from all condemnation by an in- 
tereſt in 1t, until 1t be made known 
to thy conſcience by the, Holy 
Spirit. (1 Cor, xi. 3.) Hence 
we ſee that, though numbers 
prove that they never were Ccon- 
verted by ſcoffing at the dottrine, 
inſtead of contending for the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints, all 
the unconverted are guilty of the 
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hoods, before God, even at church. : 
I will leave each of my dear \ 
Readers to conclude what 1s hkely 


to be the dreadful end of ſuch 
thoughtleſs 


39 


thoughtleſs formality and diſſimu« 
lation. 

And it 1s juſt as bad with thoſe 
who are not born of the ſpirit in 
chapels, and diſſenting meetings : 
fuch only appear to worſhip God; 
for in the ſpirit of formal ſalſhood 
the wnregenerate ſpeak there alſo, 
In one choice hymn, wherein 
Chriſt is very properly ſpoken of 
as the only way to preſent peace 
and future happineſs, we have the 
following experimental words. 


& This is the way Ilong had ſought, 
6 And movurn'd becauſe I found it not ; 
« My griefa burden long had been, 
6 Opprels'd with unbelief and fin.” 


Thoſe renewed by divine grace 
have experimentally felt the force 
of each of the above lines, and 
therefore they ſpeak truths, which 
they have really known, when 
they ſing them ; but if thou, read- 

L4 er, 
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ef, art ſodeceived 5sto ſuppoſe that 
thou haſt always believed 1n Chriſt, 
thy ſpirit bath never been oppref- 
ſed with UNBELIEF and fin, and 
therefore thou haſt told four falſ- 


hoods, every time thou haſt nuſfed 
the above lines. Whillt thofe at 


godly ſorrow for fin, ſpeak un- 
truths at the ſacrament, when they 
fay, * The remembrance of our 
fins1 ISgrievous, the burden of them 
1s intolerable;”” thou hail been 
telling palpable falſhoods at cha- 
| 0" or meeting, each time thou 

aſt ſung the above hymn, And 
Juſt ſo it will be found in.the uſe 
of the poet's pious breathing, 


«& Nothing in this world I want, 

__«& Notreaſures here beneath, 
« Only forthe Lord I pant, : 
«© For thee alone I breath,” 


* The foul born of the ſpirit, and 
| actually 


church, who never experienced. 
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of God and his righteouſneſs 
ſpeaks divine truths in the above 
language ; but the worldly, the co- 
vetoius, the pleaſurable, yea all 
who bave not been changed by d1- 
Vine grace, and brought from the 
ruins ot the fall by the Holy Spi- 
rit, are fo far ſrom worſhipping 
God in truth, that they tell a dt- 
rett fallhood in the ule of every 
ime. Many inſtances of this kin] 
might be produced from pious Dr, 
Watt's renowned treaſury, In 
the 104th hymn of the firit book, 
the Doctor, having deſcribed cer- 


tain charatters who are evidently 
In the way towards eternal death, 


breaks out in the iollowing ecitay 


Iy: 
& Surpriſing grace ! and fuch were we 
&« By nature and by fin, 
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| vc But we ARE waſh'd in Jeſus? blood, 
&« We're pardon'd through his name ; 
& And the good ſpirit of our God 
« Has ſanQiify'd our frame,” 


In ſinging theſe words, the true 
worſhippers humbly confeſs their 
wretched ſtate by nature and prace 
tice, devoutly declare the real 
change that the Holy Spirit hath 
effected in their hearts, 1inclinati- 
ons, and conduct, and rejoice uns 
der an experimental intereſt in 
the Lord's forgiving love ; ſuch 
ſpeak truths, and uſe the words 
rightly, But all who ſuppoſe they 
are naturally better than others, 
who never experienced the reno« 
vating influences of the ſpirit, and 
who are ſtrangers to the Lord's 
forgiving love have told three 
fallhoods every time they haye 
{ung the aforeſaid lines : it 1s hap» 
py for thee, my dear Reader, if 
thou art a true worlhipper ; but 
| dreadful 
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dreadful if thou art only an vn/a< 
vory, formal profeſſor ; rolling 
lolemin language over thy tongue 
which thou haſt not experienced 
in thy ſoul, pondered in thy mind, 
nor believed in thy heart. Letus 
laſtly examine the true and falſe 
uſe of part of that precious hymn 
wherein Jeſus Chriſt 1s ſpoken of 
as the fountain. It runs thus: 


& There is a fountain fil”'d with blood, 
« Drawn from Immanuel's veins ; 

& And ſinners plung'd beneath that flood 
«© Loſe all their guilty ſtains, 


« The dying thief rejoic'd to fee 
«© That fountain in his day ; 

& And there have I, as vile as heg 
«& Waſh'd all my fins away." 


In theſe lift very choice linese 
as alſo in Dr. Watts before cited, 
we have the language of /ull cons 
fidence. Scripture, reaſon, expe» 
xience and directories for conduce 
ting 
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ting divine ſervice (both human 


and ſacred, in proſe and verle,) in 
moſt diſſenting meetings, and in 
all our eſtabliſhed churches, prove 
that the authority for ſuch confi- 
dential language | is periettly good, 
and the uſe of 1t {irictly proper, 
in all who have not only been 
lought by the Divine Spirit, but 
allo indujged with {ſuch a power fil 
ſhare of his confirming operations 
as adminiſter a full aſſurance of 
ſins forgiven unto the ſoul. But 
all who 1onorantly ſuppoſe that 
none know their ſis forgiven 1n 
this hfe, and all who are defſli- 
tute of that ſoul animating bleſ. 


ing, ſpeak untrutis, becaute they 


foeak that which they have not 
experienced, and which they da 
not believe when they {ing the 
hymn. How can any one, wha 
pever ſaw his vileneſs, who never 

experienced 
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experienced the forgiveneſs of his 
ſins, and who doesnotbelieve luch 


IN a blefſing 1 18 202 expertenced by 

Ve any fay, There have I as vile 

11 as he Led all my fins away ?'? 

>d, This is ſo for from truth, that, 

er, {iocking to relate! 1t 1s a bareſfa- 

en ced fallhood. 

ut | It would be tireſome and almoſt 

ul IB endleſs, to collect all the mourn- 

ns jul e: XAampics of this kind that oc- 

of cur in churches cNaper and 

td meetings, FE nough bail | ; been 

at {faid, by way of example, to prove 

n Þ| the nece ſity of our being fought 

- | and Gdclivered. from our wrong 

{. piinciples and | practices by the ; 

'y Holy Spirit, that thoſe whom | 

ot God hath feught, as deſcribed in 

(6) my fir{t cha zprer, being ſpiritual 

Ce devple, worthip the Lord, not 1n 

Q formal words ouly, put in their 

; ſpirits, with tie carts lifted up | 
; tQ | 


__ ear... 
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to the Lord, and in the language 
of truth, whilſt all the uncon- 
verted tel] palpable lies, before 
God, in repeating the very ſame 
ſentences. Well may the church 
of England ſay, + Works done 
befor2 the grace of Chriſt, and 


the inſpiration of his Spirit, we 
doubt not but they have the nas | 


ture of lin,” Article 13. 


My ſoul hath been ſenſibly | 


grieved when I have entered pla« 
ces of religious worſhip, and al- 
though the pious miniſter hath 


been pouring out his foul to God | 
in fervent prayer, and grateſul | 


praiſe, and the ſouls of real chrif- 
tians have been jointly raiſed to 


God in the important ſervice, I | 


have ſeen forma] worſhippers ga- 
zing hither and thither, as care- 
leſs as if they had no ſouls to be 

| ſaved 
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12gJE ſaved or loſt; and with as much 
ON = indifference as if they needed no ' 
fore Þ blefling from God. If ſuch were, 
ame Þ 1mporeriſhed, and their miniſter 
arch ® wereto go with them to a gentle- 
one man to requeſt relief, they would 
and B heartily join the requeſt,and eager- 
WE ly watch and long for an anſwer ; 
Nas but they treat God with more in- 
diflerence than they do man : an 

: awful proof that all are naturally 
ibly || dead to God and godlinels, ard 
pla« |) will ever remain ſo until quickene 
| al- |!) ed by divine grace. 
ath | IT ſhould doubtleſs be thought | 
bod > Wanting of care and compaſſion, | 
ejul Þ for thy precious ſoul, 1f I were to | 
rife = conclude this important ſubje& L 
d to 7 without affe&ionately exhorting 
e, I Þ thee to examine, without delav, 
> ga. whether God hath ſought and 
are- ſaved thee from the ruins of the 
? ” fall, or not; whether thou art 
Ve VI 
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worſe than the barren. fig 


amongſt the aber of thoſe bleſs 
ſeq charafters who worſhip God 
in the Spirit, or of thoſe thought- 
leſs ſouls who utter mere tip ſer- 
Vice: and whether thou art 6ne 
of the heaven born perſons who 
worlh1p the Lord in the language 
of truth, or of thoſe dead formal 
fonls who addreſs Jehovah with 
words of Hllhood. If of the Jat- 
ter, it 1s tremendoufly awſul ; be-' 
Suſe in that caſe, thou haſt pro- 
duced nothing but bad /ruzt, for 
which reaſon, thon haſt heen 


that even the loving Saviour con- 
demned : (Mait. xx1. 19.) ves, 
verily, and {hou baſt told many 
untruths belore God, yet Ananias 


_ and alſo Sapphira Were Inga dead 


for lying unto the Holy Ghoſt, 


Acts. 
Lord bath ipared thee : ? God alſo 
gefiroved 


FE 
tree; 
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deſtroyed Dathan, and his whole 
company, who offered falſe fire 
before him, (Numb. xvi. 33, 34, 
35.) and thou baſt addreſſed the 
moſt high in the ſparks of thine 
own kindling, be thankful that a 
fire from God hath not conſumed 
thee! Bleſſed be his holy name 
for ſparing mercy ! May he gra- 
cioufly prevent thy trifling in any 


future period. He 1s a pure ſpi- 


Tit ; and he conſtantly looks at the 
heart, and ſees through the leaſt 
deception; therefore ſuch ſervi- 
ces are hateful in his ſight. But, 
I ſhall give thee a word of com- 
fortable inſtruttion and advice, in 
my next chapter, in which I pro« 
mailed to conclude, with 
| CHAP. Its: --: 
Suitable addreſs to different 
__ cCharaders, 
I, I ſhall addreſs thoſe who are 
M now: 
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now made ſenſible that they have 
greatly ſinned, not only 1in other 
reſpects, but alſo by ſpeaking to 
the Holy God in a careleſs man- 
ner, and by addreſſing the God of 
eruth in, language of faiſhood. 
Thou, my dear Reader, haſt great | 
caufe to admire his amazing patl- 
ence, and ſparing mercy : Inſtead 
of ſhooting the arrow of death, | 
from the bow of his vengeance, 
to deſtroy thee, as he did Korah 
and his company, (Numb. xv..) 
he hath: ſpared thee as a monu- 
ment ;of his preſerving mercy; 
may he alſo fill thy ſoul with a |; 
rich portion of his ſpecial grace! 
Thy ſin hath been very preat, 
which 1s cauſe for deep humiliatt- 
on; yet remember ior thy com- 
fort that Teſus Chriſt bore all the 
curſes Gue to thy ſins, fully ſatisfte 

ed vine 1altice, and roſe from 
| tie 
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MS 


the priſon of the grave with a full 
diſcharge; that he aſcended with 
triumph to the right hand of his 
Father, and there he now fits as 
a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance and remiſſion of fins; 
for which giorious reaſons there 
1s not the lealt cauſe for thee to 
deſpair. Look therefore to the 
cleanſing Fountain of precious 
blood, w hich flowed in full ſtreams 
from the pierced fide of Jeſus 
Chriſt, The Lord tells thee ſor 
thy encouragement, thatthis foun-= 
tain was opened tor {in and une 
cleannels; that is, to atone for 
the {in of thy lite, and the un- 
cleanneſs of thy nature : He de- 
clares that it cleanfſeth from all . 
{in, and therefore it 18 all \ſufhcient 
to cleanſe thee. O look to it !— 
live by faith upon it—and ever 
remember that through this mert» 
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torions ſountain full and everlaft. 


wg forgivenels flows in the freeſt 


manner, from the God of grace, 
to the moſt unworthy of returning 
prodigals. I adviſe thee alfo to 
remember that the Lord kindly 
tells thee that © [{kterers a Ris 
VER, the fireams when eof ſhall make 
glad the city of God.” (k 40. 4: ) 
This 18 a glorious 72ver + 1 18 thie 
everlaſting love of God in Chriſt 
to poor ſinners. Blefied be God 
this river 18 always full, and al- 
ways flowing, yea it 1s always 
overflowing for the refreſhment 


of drooping ſin-fick ſouls, From. 


this glorious river St, Paul Mary 
Magdalene, and the three thou- 
ſand Jeruſalem ſinners, ſome of 
which had been the cruciſyers of 
Chriſt, received not only the grace 
of repentance, forgiveneſs of fins, 
and tie joy ol God's ſalvation : 
but 


yry ay 4 
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t.33 3 
but all ſuch gracious ſupplies of 
the ſpirit as turned them from 
their evil wavs, and enabled them 
to worſhip Gud in /prrit and in 
truth. This g glorious river 1s as 
full now as it ever was, and it 
flows as ſreely now as it ever did, 
therefore apply to it in a way of 
prayer, by ſearching the facred 
{criptures, and by waiting at the 
Lord's courts, and expect conſtant 
ſupplies from it. Thy blefſed Sas 
viour encourageth ſuch happy ex- 
pettation. Read the grACLIONS 
words that proceeded from his 
kind hps. * If ye being evil, 


know how to give good g&1/ts nnto 


Your dil bros - . f $0 much more 


fall your heavenly Father grve the 


Holy Spirit to them that a/h him. 
(Luke x1. 12.) In this ſcripture, 
and the -three preceding veries, 
Jeſus Chriſt kindly argues as if he 
M 3 had 


( 54 ) 
had ſaid, Such is your affeQion 


for your children, that if when 
pinched with hunger they aſk you 
for bread to eat, you can neither 
diſappoint them by giving a ſtone 
inſtead of bread, nor put them off 
without uſeful food ; and 1t you, 
who are but evil at beſt, thus give 
good piits unto your children o 
how much more will your heaven- 
ly Father, who is perfefly wiſe 
and good, give ns Holy Spirit to 
thoſe that aſk him. It, my dear 
Reader, thou haſt any love to the 
only Saviour, to the ways of God, 
to the ſcripture of truth, or to thy 
prectous foul, turn from all thoſe 
wizo make light of the Spirit's 1n- 
fluence; allo aſk thole influences 
of thy heavenly Father, and he 
lays thou ihalt receive that thy 
Joy may be ſuil, (John xvi. 24.) 
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>, I ſhall now addreſs a few 
ſentences, to thoſe, who having 
been ſought of God, worſhip him 
in ſpirit and 1n tr uth, The bright 
Angel's giorious addreſs to the 

rophet Daniel 1s applicable to 
all ſnch, © Yor are greatly beloved 
of the Lord.” (Dan. 1x. 2g.) You 
have ſcripture proof that the 
Lord Jehovah loves you greatly : 
for, although you Were Once blind 
to the things ol God, now, through 


_ grace, you lee ; though you were 


once darkneſs, now are you light 
in the Lord? Eph. v. 8.) and als 
though you were once dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, the Lord bath 
truly quickened you by the grace 
of his Holy Spirit : fo that you 
have cauſe to ſay, in the grateful 
language of the pious Plalmilt, 
« Come and htar all ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what he 

M 4 hath 
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| hath done for my ſoul.” (Pf. Ixvi, 
16.) You once told wuntruths. in 
veligious exerciſe, now you ſpeak 
truth 1n thatſacred employ. When 
YOU ſay * In us dwelleth no good 
thing—we put no confidence 11 
any thing that we do—Lord have 
mercy __ us and incline our 
hearts to keep this law—lI believe 
in the forgiveneſs of ſins—we ex- 
pet to be heard and anſwered 
only for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
— Take not thy Holy Spirit from 


WW + us, &c.' You confeſs andimplore 


that which you really believe to 
_ exiſt, alſo what you think is need- 
ful and important. And you likes 
wiſe ſpeak truth in ſinging, 


This is the way I long had ſought, - 
| - And mourn'd becauſe I found it not ; 
1 - My grief a burden long had been, 
BI _ Oppreft with unbclicf and fin, 
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The more I ſtrove againſt their pow'r, 
I fin'd and ſtumbled but the more, 


Till late I heard my Saviour ſay, 


«© Come hither, foul, 1 am the way.”? 


Lo! glad I come, and thou, bleſt lamb, 
Shalt take me to thee as I am : 
Nothing but fin I thee can give; 
Nothing but love ſhall I receive, 


Then will I tell to ſinners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found ; 
F'l] point to thy redeeming blood, 
And ſay, ** Behold the way to God,” 


Thele lines {as alſo the three 


Arſt verſes of the fortieth pfalm) 
are truly deſcriptive of the fad 
conflict you had under conviction, 
of your humbling views of your. 
felf, the manner of your coming 
to Chriſt, and your grateful a&ti- 
vity for the promotion of his glo« 
ry, Whilſt many fing the afore« 
faid verſes 1na formal unthinking 
way, you leel the important truths 
#E.; IS contained 
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Eontained in them : and are des 
termined, through grace, to -_ſ 
in your” ſphere, according 
what you have ſaid when you Ky 
them. AndI hope you will con. 
- ſtantly ſtudy to adorn your pros 
feſnon, by a ſpirit, a temper and 
deportment agreeable toy the goſs 
pel. Conſider with what mild- 
neſs and affettion, with what ten- 
dernels and ſympathy, with what 
folidity and equiy, allo with what 
love and conſtancy the bleſſed 
Jeſus behaved both to his friends 
and foes: and pray look to his 
ſulneſs for conſtant ſupplies of 
grace, that as ſar as 1t 1s poſhble 
- for the. creature to imitate his 
Creator, you may tread in his 
ſteps. Do not give your adver- 
ſaries cau/e to lay, * Although 
Mr. or Mrs. — 
feſs to have received the Spirit of 
Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt; yet, they are as ſour and 
unkind—as covetous and unfeel. 
ing—as worldly and lofty—ag 
falſe and deceitiul—allo as incon- 
ſtant and unſtable as thoſe who 
make no proteſhion,” "If you are= 
evil (poken of without canſe, re- 
Joice 11 1t; but beware of giving 
canſe for evil ſpeaking. May 
vou learn of Chrilt, who 18 meek 

and lowly in heart; and you ſhall 
11114 increaſing reit and peace un- 
to your ſouls. 

Pray fervently and conſtantly 
for all who are not fought by the 
ſpirit : be humble, for 1t was the 
Lord, not yourſelves, that taught 
you thole comlortable leflons that 
the unconverted are unnacquaint= 
ed with: O! pity ail who are 
ſtrangers to your joys ! 

It. 1s certain even you cannot 
worſhip the Lord as you wiſh. 


It 
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It is your defire conſlantly to glo- 
rify him with” all your powers ; 
but, like St. Paul, you feel that 
when you would do good, evil 18 
preſent with you, But, it 1s vour 
mercy that after death you will be 
perfettly freed from this pain{ul 
1ncumbrance. Look with triumph 
to the happy period when you 
{hall join the bleſſed Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Saints and Martyrs, in 
the moſt rapturous fervice. The 
evils which you now lament will 
then be completely baniſhed, and 
there you will be iruly filled with 


all the good you crave. You are 


ſafe now, for nothing can ſeparate 
you ok the love of God; i Rom. 
Viil. G, 39- .) Jetus wilt ſoon 


fetch = rom this vale of tears ; 


and your longing ſoul will be fully 


ſatished 1n the bliſsful manlions, 


But, 
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3. If this book ſhould fall into 
the hands of any, who live with- 
out daily prayer to God, and who 
but ſeldom attend his public courts, 
ſuffer me to addreſs you in part of 
the late Mr. Maſon's preface 
to his little book of excellent 
prayers {or every day in theweek. 
+ My dear fellow ſinner, do you 
believe the holy ſcriptures? Do 
you believe there 1s a God who 
heareth prayer? Methinks you 
ſay, © [ do.” Pray then attend 
to what is the voice of your con- 
dutt : It ſpeaks the following lan- 
guage to God from day to day. 

« Depart from me, O God, I 
defire not the knowledge of the 
molt high ; therefore I do notdai- 
Y pray for it. Though thou, 

ord, haſt moſt plainly told us in 


thy word, That all have f{inned 


againſt thee; (Rom. 1. 3)—_ 
| a 
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all are become guilty beſore thee, 
(Verſe 19.)—that we are all by 


nature children of wrath, (Eph, | 


3.)—and that thy wrath 1S ICs 
Vedies from heaven againlt all un« 
righteouſneſs of men, {Rom. 1. 
18.) yet 1 treat all this but as an 
idle tale. I neither fear thy pow- 


er, O God! nor dread thy wrath; 


tnerefore, I do not daily cry to 


thee to avertit; that I may find 
mercy at thy handas! Though 
thou, Lord, haſt ſo loved the 
world, as to give thine only be- 
gotten ſon, tothe end that wholo- 
ever belieyeth ſhould not perith, 
but have everlaſting life, (John 
11. 10.) yet I do not FRY pray 
for faith 1 $þ him, that I may not 
periſh, in my Gas: but be ſaved by 
him. — Though Chrilt is able to 
ſave them to the very uttermoſt 
who come to God by him, { Heb. 


Vil, 25.) 


("VF 
vii. 25.) yet 1 will, day after day, 
neglect coming upon my bended 


knees, to beſcech Chriſt to ſave 
me: I am content to live 1n fin, 


without the Knowledge of God 


the Father's love, and God the 


Son's ſalvation. And although 


the Holy Spirit 1s promiſed, to 
lead and guide, to comfort and 
ſanttify poor ſinners, yet I can do 
very well without his gifts and 
grace, therefore I will not daily 
pray for them. Though God 3s 
my Almighty Creator, my kind 
prelerver, and my liberal bene- 


_ fattor, from whom my every 


blefling and comiort flows: yet I 


chooſe io att the molt ungrateſul 


part towards him ; 1 ſee no need 


why 1 ſhould daily proſtrate? my- 


ſelf before God, pray for any 


blefiing from him, or return thanks 
to him. Though he has ſaid, 
Iho 


i. a i 


Who /o offereth prar/e, glorifietk 
me, (Pl. 1. 23) I do, and I will, 


from day to day, refuſe to glorify » 


the Lord; I will caſt off his fear 
and reſtrain prayer before God, 
come of it what may.” __ 

 Perhapsthy prayerleſs ſoul ſtarts 
and recoils at this language. You 
would not dare to utter zhe/e 
words before the Lord : but cone 
ſider, do not your life and con= 
duft as loudly and plainly pro 
claim them, as though you utter 
ed them with your lips? Surely 
you cannot deny this. Take a 
careful view of yourſelf, alſo of 
your condutt ; and may the Lord 
ſend life, light and conviction in- 


to your ſoul, that you may ſee- 


yourſelf, and be aſhamed of your 

baſe condutt towards the Lord, ſo 

as.to cry unto Jeſus the friend of 

linners for pardon, for the goes 
| fs) 
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of prayer, and the ſpirit of ſupe 
plication, to be poured down np- 
on your thoughtleſs, prayerleſs 
foul, | 
* But are you a maſter of ſervants, 
or a father of children? And do- 
you live from week to week with- 
out taking them to God's public 
courts, —and from day tw day 
without calling them together, in 
Your own houſe, to worſhip the 
Lord, to pray unto and to give 
| kHimthe praiſes which are due un- 
þ } to his name? Conflider, what is 
KD the voice of your condutt towards 


f Y, them? Is it not juſt the ſame, as 
d , though you were to addreſs them 
1- after this manner ? My children 
--2 and ſervants, we are Falled chrif- 
o tians but we chooſe to live like 


heathens. I do not chooſe to att 

| as a chriſtian, nor that you ſhould 
be brought up and live in the 

' N practice 


praftice of chriſtianity. Though 
all real chriſtians take up the reſo- 
lution of Joſhua of old, As for me 
and my houſe we will ſerve the 
Lord, (Jothua xzxiv. 15.) yet the 
" gontraryPprattice 1s ours :—though 
the worſhip of God 1s daily kept 
up in all real chriſtian families, 
yet I do not choole to keep it up 
in mine : 1 ſeeno nced of it : and. 
I am content that you ſhould live 
and die like heathens, who know 
nothing of God, nor of Chriſt's 
love and falvation—nothing of 
the bleſlings of chriſtianity, of a 
heaven of glory, nor a hell of tor. 
ment. Andalthough the prophet 
ſpeaks of the Lord's pouring out 
his fucy upon the families that call 
not upon his name, (Jer. x. 25.) 
yet let us not care about theſe 
_ things, nor have any fear of God's 
fury, though we live and die in 
"7 our 
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our ſins, in a conſtant negle@ of 
Our duty to him, and neither WOTI- 
{hip at lus public courts, nor call 
upon his holy name 1n private.” 


A noir 


Is not this the plain, but awful 
L language of your condutt ro them? «+ 
X Does it not ſpeak as loudly ta 
2. them as though addrefled in the 
P aloreſaitd words? Think of this 
a ye heads of families, wao forget 
'E God from day to dav. The Lord 
td impre{s your hearts with a deep 
U's concern jor 1s honour and glory, 
of and for the {alvation of VOur Own 
TY ſouls, and the ſouls of thoſe who 
OI | hve with you. May God {tir mY 
het Your hearts this moment to f.ek 
out { his bleſſed ſace ol to call upon 
call ; his holy name. May you this hour 
2.5) FE ; Teloly e, in the Lord's ltrength, not 
2 {to Jet another dey pals without 
od 's Y ling your family together, and 
Toy 


4th Re? them, aſter fome ſuch 
| 2 manner” 
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m:inner as this, 

_ * Long, too long, O! my chil. 
dren and ſervants, bave 1 neglett- 
ed the worſhip of God in my fa- 
mily : fi lieth at my door, God 


ve merctſul to me a ſinner. TItis: 


our mercy that the Lord is graci- 
ous and Jong ſuffering ; h:s com< 
paſſions fail not, or we might cre 
this have been conſumed by his 
venocance for our znnumerable 
fins, and for this eſpecially in neg- 
ling tO warp the Lord, to 
fcek his face, ſuprlicate his mercy, 
z»mplore his forgiv enels, end offer 
up our praiſes. to him. Let the 
time palt ſuthcc that we have lived 
Ire keethens, without God and 
without Clhrilt 1n the world. But 
tet us' now, as exhorted, take with 
us woris 0t prayer, conteſlion and 
fiupphcation, and turn to the Lord, 
ering unto him, * Tak? away all 
antwnty, 
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w1quity, and receive us gracionfly, 
/o will we render the devotion of 
our fouls and bodies to thy ſervice 
end glory, (Hoſea xiv. 2 ) Confſt- 
der that precious exhortationg 
(Hebrews 1v. 16)** Let us therefore 
Come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find 
= to help in tame of need.” 
1lere 1s, 

1. The inlinite and eternal God 
revealed on a throne of grace. 
Here he diſplays the glory of his 
Majeſty to command awe and re- 
verence ſrom us, while he exhi- 
bits all the glorious riches 0! his 
grace towards us, Here he gra- 
cioully receives petitions from 
ſuch condemned maleſattors, 
traitors and rebels, as we arc. 
From hence he diſpenſes mercy 
to the miſerable, pardon to the 
guilty, peace to the troubled con- 

0-2 icience, 


*" 
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ſcience, reſt to the weary ſouls 
and joy to the monrning ſpirits 
What precious encouragement 1s 
th:s to pray to him! And, 

- 24. We zre exhorted to come 
boldly to this throne. Free {rom 
{laviſh fear and ſervile dread, of 
our perſons being rejected in 
wrath, and our prayers caſt out in 
anger: for it 1s a throne of free 
Favour to the worthleſs, vile and 
miſerable. But from whence does 
this boldneſs ariſe ? 

From our being innocent crea- 
tures who have never offended 
God; becauſe of any good ther is 
naturally | in us, Or any thing done 
by us, to deſerve his favour and 
mtitle us to bleſſings from him : 
No ! this is the boldneſs of daring 
preſumption! Are we to come 
boldly, becauſe our fins are not fo 
oont, our ftate fo deſperate, our- 

nature 
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nature ſo wicked as others? No! 
this 1s the boldneſs of phariſaic 
Ignorance. Are we to come bold- 
ly, becauſe we can pray well, and 
piead hard ? No! this 1s the bold> 
nels of pride. 

Our boldneſs in prayer before 
this throne, ſprings not from any 
thing in us, done by us, or from. 
what we are in ourleives, but 
wholly and ſolely, becauſe Jeſus, 
precious Jeſus, the friend of the 
wretched, the Saviour of the loſt, 
the high prieſt of ſinners, 18 touchs 
ed with the ſeeling of our infirmis 
ties, 1s paſſed into: the heavens for 
us, 1s ever pleading our caule, 
ever preſenting his obedience un- 
to death, and the atonement of 


_ his blood made on the croſs, fer 


our {ins and acceptance with God: 
O conſider this! How does this 
drive away all diſcouragements to 


N 4 prayer ? 
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prayer? How does this excite 

boldneſs in prayer ? 7 
3d+ What are we to come for? 
That we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to helpin time of need, 
We want both the mercy of God, 
and the grace of Jeſus every day: 
mercy to pardon our fins, and 
grace to comfort an4 ſanttify our 
ſouls : thereſore we ought to come 
daily unto this throne for both, 
O joyful truth ! there 1s a bound- 
leſs Ocean of mercy in Chrilt for 
miſerable ſinners; and there is an 
inexhauſtible fulneſs of grace in 
him for needy finners. Come 
then to this throne boldly, cry 
daily for mercy, pray daily for 
grace. Every day is your time of 
need; then every day ſhould be_ 
your time of prayer. Without 
receiving the mercy of God in 
Chriſt we muſt periſh as ſinners : 
without 


ws the 


without receiving his grace, we 
cannot live holy, walk comforta- 
bly, nor die happily. Do not aſk 
Am I fit for mercy ? Am I worthy 
of grace ? Ever know, mercy 1s fit 
for a miſerable ſinner ; grace 18 
free for needy ſinners. Bleſs Got 
for a throne of grace, and for bold- 
neſs to come to it by Chriſt, O! 
that you may come to it, and ex- 
perience God's precious promiſes 
in his word, his rich grace in his 
ſon, and his everlaſting conſolati- 
on by his Spirit ! 

Lord, pour ont the ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication upon m 
dear readers. Enable them to 
look to Jeſus, whom we have all 
pierced with our ſins, and tomourn 
—Seek and ſave them, by thy ho- 
ly Spirit, from their wrong prin- 


_ciples and prattiees, that they may 


walk in newnels of life, and wor- 
ſhip 


%, 
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thip thee in /pirat and in truth, 
| Help them to rejoice; that Chriſt 
1s the fountain opened for {tn and 
uncleanneis; that the throne of 
_ grace 1s acceſſible, and that over 
this GRactous THRONE, and 
PRrEClous FOUNTAIN 1s Writs 
ten, COME AND WELLCOME, 
WHOSOEVER WILL.' Amen, 
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A CunnsTIAN, friends, is one of 
; Adam's race, 
D-pravid by nature, but renew'sd by grace 3 
No ivard principle of good poſſeſſing, = 
Till favour'd with th? great imparted 
bleſſing ; 
Caught at the tempter's will in every ſnare, 
And born a child of wrath, as others are 3 
A willing ſlave to that ſatannic pow'r | 
Which ſmiles with baſe intention to devour, 
Yet, heedlefſs foul, he lov'd his bondage 
well, Sccuie 
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Secure and thoughtleſs on the brink of hell; 

Embrac'd his chains, obev*d the tyrant $ 
laws, 

A zealous ſervant. in the devil's canke, 

111 once, without deſign, he chanc'd to 


ray, 
{The God of Grace, in mercy, led the 
way} 
Beneath an awful hill, whence fire and 
" ſmcke, 
In dreadful torrents, from the ſummit 
broke. 


Etna in all its horrors can't compare, 
Nor dread Vcluvius equal what was there, 
For S1xXA1's Mo UNT the trembling | loner 
ſaw; 
And heard the dreadFal oadeid of the law, 
*Go wretched rebel, he ence, agd dic ac» 
-S. 5 curit, ; 
«The law condemns thee, and the law ; iS 
: juſt, 9” 
The ſir open'd to th' awaken'd ſoul 
The ſolemn import of the ſacred roll, 
And Consc1iENCE flarting from her 
; heedleſs fland 
Appear'd a faithful witneſs, near at hand : 
Old fins, forgotten Jong, were now in view, 


Of ſcarlet die, and deepeſt crimſon hue. 
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O'erwhelming (cene ! where can the finy 
ner fly ? 

Unfit to live ; vet more unfit to die. 

But dic he mull ! yet Gilcad's balm is 
found, | 

And Gilead's good phyſician heals the 
wound. 

Convinc'd of fin, the ſoul is led to view 

The matchleſs wonders pard'ning grace 
can do. 

Peace, troubled ſou], the ſacred Spinit cnes, 

And from the heavenly manſions downe 
ward {lies, | 

Takes his abode where fatan reign'd before 

And entered once, will never leaveat more, 

Truc fauh embraces, tho' with trembling 
arms, | 

The dear Inviaxu®l, with his heav'olyr 
charms. | 

The new born ſoul with ſacred rapture 
end,” | 

" ticker; thy law 1s juſt, but Jzsvus dy'd, 

| « My comfort, my rejoicing, ALL fhall be, 

1eT * © CnRisT dy'd and roſe, HE dy'dand 

| * role for me ; 

ds: « He lives for me, for me he pleads above, 

Wy © I'm loſt in wonder at IvMA xNU'L's loves 

«& My ſcarlet fins are walhb'd in, precious 
** plood, 


« My 
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* My ſoul 1s cleans'd in that atoning flood, 
+ Amazing thought, that God ſhould 
' __#®% proan, ſhould bleed ! 

* Yet none but Gob could anſwer ſinneryg 
«© necd; 

« No other SACRIFICE could cer atone, 
$ Dear Lord, *twas thine, dear Lord, *twas 

6+ thine alone.” 


Is this the man we ſaw ſecure, at eaſe ? 


It is ! he once was blind, but now he fees ! 

Is this the man we ſaw in Sinai's ſmoke ? 

*Tis he ! yet Moſes ſmul'd when Jzsus 
ſpoke : 

Is this the wretch that dragg'd the devil's 
chain, 

Which gal'd his legs, but never felt the 

' ain 

Thrice 2x ſoul, it is, it is the ſame, 

He's chang'd his MASTER NOW, and 
chang'u his name ; 

Jeſus he loves, he walks in wiſdom's ways, 

Learns lis commands, and as he learns 
obeys ; | 

Owns oy corruptions ſtrong, his graces 

ew, 

Seeks parU*ning mercy, grace to help anew: 

Goes out of ſelf, his humble foul takes 


| wing, 
To Jeſus Chriſt, his prophet, prieſt and 
| king. Arm'd 
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Arwwd with his SAVIOUR's STRE "ery 

. againſt his foes, 

Into the field, the faithful champion goes ; 

The world and fatan join ; and find KO” 

A pow'rful help mate, STRONG IN» 
DWELLING SIN: 

But' if the chriſhan's captain heads the 
fight 

His foes retire, and take a haſty flight. 

If he ALONE EL. the I 
fray, 

He's overcome, and ſaran gets the day 

Yet if he falls, he only falls to Tife, 

Secure andfafe beneath his father's eyes. 

Thus thio? the wilderreſs be bends hiy 
way, 

Both in the lormy and the pleaſant day 3 ; 

Flies to hs heavenly friend in ev*ry woe 

His friend ſuppo' ts him, as he pallcs thro? 

JoRDan appears! why {bould the chiiſs 
tian ſhrink ? 

A heav*nly convoy waits him on the brink, 

Hr: Saviour paſt the rapid {!ream before, 

And death's attendant fling 1s Now no 
more : 

ALL GOOD 1s His! the loomy tyrant 
_ death 


SMILES 
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SMILES in his face, and aſks the parting 
breath : 
His. ſoul aſcends and finds a bliſsful place, 


In heav'nly mankons, thuber brought by | 


B! ace,* 


* The Author unknowns 


SOC OO DOS<SOD 


FEA TPVEECLLEBLCH CEL ES EI ISIS IDES 


fs 4 ZF, 7 Fr 29 


| yo++5040 e00000peponotoy 


A 


g SCRIPTURAL DIRECTORY g 4 


FOR 


T befe who wworld live aw 
and die happy s 
IN FIVE 
Dialogues or Conferences, 
ON A 
PREPARATION vyor DEATH, 
BETWEEN 
The Rev. Mr. Baxnanas DILICENT, 
and Mr. CartLEss, his fick 
Pariſhioner. 


——EEEERIEen oe. — ow 


By SAMUEL BEAUFOY, FF 
MINISTER OF THE YT AS 4 


AUTHOR of the GuibDe for True 
P1LGR1Ms, &c. 


Aljo of the Divine Cordial for true 
Warſhippers, &c. 


” Be ye alſo ready 4 forin ſuch an hour as ye © 
think not, the ſon of man cometh, 
Matt. xxiv. 44. 


Maidſlone : 
PRINTED AY f, BLAKE. 
1796, 
ISS CODE OSVS0gEOAvoUGogo0eecyges 


EI oC vISPereneneuorenyrerecepceeoceoece; 


Lo 


eo GRIT 
E St, 


c_—_ * 


- « 4 8 TH 
"oh & 7% a 7/1 CT. 
o - VU, 6 REY -* 
- « '34'8} b a 
PV. *4m ' $ * 4 
« - bo oy 1.3%) 1 Yo 
- BE "Ss 
b. J '$) 
_ :} © + 4 s q % V 
> oj 4,4 
- at 8 Way 


'S eee 


— Eat 
EIA : 
EE oa 1 2 


. 
tb ' 


F 
k 


PREFACE. 
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TO THE READER, 


| HE glory of God, and good of 
| mankind, are the principal ends 
propoſed by the writer of this trea- 
tiſe, for which reaſons he hath c3- 
deavoured to be ſhort, plain, clear, 
and faithful, How far he may have 
facceeded in his attempts, he leaves 
the public to determine, 

As deathis the unavoidable portion 
of all people, it 1s the moſt impo: tant 
ſubje& in the world ; becauſe after 
death thy foul will be fixed in eter- 
nal happineſs, or endleſs milery ; 
and therefore a true preparation for 
it ſhould be every perlon's /ir/? pur- 
Julk, 
: Q-2 SV boltt 
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Whilſt fome, like Felix, ſtttve to 
baniſh all thoughts of death and 
judgment, from their minds, there 
are othets who, Ike Cornelius, really 
wiſh and pray to be truly prepared ; 
yet many of them neither know What 
a true preparation 18, nor how they 
are to come at it, and therefore they 
jabour under great aifticulties, and 
dhifcouragements, through the want 
of proper jnſormation : people mult 
truly kzow what a proper preparati- 
on 15 before they can either tell what 
to look for, or whether they ate in 

ofleihonot it ; and they mult know 
he io come by a preparation before 
they can tell how to ſeek 1t, 

I defire to be inſtrumental in lead- 
ing the ſerious enquuer, with tender- 
nels, into the right path for the en- 
joyment of that foul-latisfying favour; 
alſo of awakening the careleſs to a 
true concern for their ſoul's welfare, 
and with theje views, 1 publiſh the 
enſuing dialogues, 


W hat 


A = ra A aa 


' Wi ch d Av 


TT 3-* - 


What the Rev, Mr, Diligent ſaid 
to Mr, Careleſs, Mrs, Felix, and 
others, as recorded in this book, is. 
ſpoken to every reader who 15 deſtt- 
tute of a true preparation ior death: 
whillt it 1s read may all coniider 1t 
as a mellage ſent by the Lord, 1n his 

rovidence, to themlelves ; ior that . 
35 a leading ſtep towards the receptt- 
on of true profit, : 
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THE 


Tux INTRODUCTION 


To THE 
Dialogues, or Conferences, on 


DEATH. 


"HE author begs leave to ob« 
ſerve that, although he hath 
borrowed fittious names to carry 
on the following dialogues, he 1s 
intimately acquainted with cAa+ 
raders and fas which exattly 
correſpond with each-leading par- 
ticular 1n this treatiſe, and there« 
fore he hopes each conference 
will be repeatedly read with care, 


' and conſidered as an unportant 


reality. 

The Rev. Mr. Diligent being 
the principal ſpeaker in the enſu- 
ing dialogues, 1t 1s ot that 
a brief account of his parentage, 


O4 and 


AY 
and er may be pleaſing 


and profitable to the readers: *' 
— ard: his good father's me- \ 
thod of management RESPECTING | 
HIS SONS, 2s warmly recommend- 
ed to the deliberate confideration of _ 
all who think of bringing up any 
part of their family to the work of 


the mini}try. 4 
The father of the Rev. Mr, 


Diligent was a gentleman of ſtriet 
piety, extenſive knowledge, and 
{mall fortune, He had four ſons. 

Barnabas was the eldeſt. The 
old gentleman conſtantly prayed 
in his family, that the Lord wou!4 
graciouſly beſtow a rich portion 
of the grace of his holy Spirit on 
each of them, and he often prayed 
zn .pravate that the Lord would 
qualify and call, tf leaſt, one of 


his, ſons to preach the goſpel. He | 


beheld ſuch need of faithful am- 
bafſadors 
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baſſadors for God, that he thovght 


af he might chooſe: he would much | 
rather his ſons were faith/ul mints 

ers than honoured kings. Yet, 
he viewed a miniſter's charge fo 
inexpreſhibly awful that he withed 
they might move in the Joweſt 
ſphere, Tather than occupy the 
pulpit, unlefs the Lord really cal- 
led Thom by his holy Spirit, 1nta 
that ſacred employ. Yet he pru- 
dently kept his wiſhes, reſpe&ting 


Iis ſons preaching, from his dear» 


\ _ eſt earthly TORS for the follow- 


11g reaſons. 1. Becauſe he knew 
if creatures ould induce his ſons 
to take on them that office, though 
they might have the greateſt abili 
ties, they would be little, or na 
uſe to the church of God: if what. 
they delivered in preaching was 
learned 1 in education, and by read. 
ing, inſtead of being taught them 


by 
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by the ſpirit of God, he was s per- 
ſuaded it would be unſavory. And 
2. He reſted aſſured that if God 
the ſpn1itreally called them to the 
miniſtry, it conld not remain hid 
very long; but it would appear 
manifeſt in God's due time. 
However the wor:hy gentleman 
ſpared no pains in their education, 
put them to genteel callings, and 
wiſely leſt them for God to bring 
them into the miniſtry, or not, as 
| he ſaw beſt. The Lord truly con- 
vinced Barnabas of his wretched 
ſtate by nature and prattice, and 
ave him the enjoyment of his 
Torgiving love whilſt at ſchool ; 
when he was fifteen years of age, 
his father took him home, and 
laced him in his counting houſe: 
we ſeventeen to eighteen years 
of age, impreſſions for the miniſ- 
try i: Barnabas with ſuch 


_ Con-s 


(11) 
conſtancy and force, that he-found 
it needful to inform Is pious fa- 
ther. Although Barnabas was hen 
very uſeful] in his father's mer- 
chandife, and by far the mo/t ſenſ/t- 
ble of his ſons, the father difdained 
the ſordid condutt of thoſe who 
(att as ſome ſay wicked Cain did 
by his offering, that 1s,) thruſt the 
WORST they have into the Lord's 
ſervice ; but like righteous Abel, 
by lis ſacrifice, he fill ſecretly 
prayed that even the BEST of his 
family might be accepted tor the 
Lora's ſanctuary, 

' Inſtead of telling his ſon that he 
wiſhed him to be God's Ambaſſa- 
dor, he prudently laid the difticul- 
ties of the miniſtry, and the aw- 
Fulneſs of that office before him : 
and after waiting a ſuttavle ſpace, 
until he fully ſuppoſed tus ſon's 
call was from the Lord, he ſent 

£2 lus 
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his beloved Barnabas to the Uni. 
verſity; who, in procels of time, 


having Enithed his ſtudies, he took 


his deprees, and was placed ; ma \ fi 


preſentation. The Glory of Gad 
was his principal ain, and the 
good of ſouls his conithut employ. 


Dome received the Lord's word, 


from his lips, with all readineſs; 

others derided it; and many um 
prudently put Git carl conlides 
Tation reſpetting 1 until a [yture 
period. Mr. Carele/5, of whom 
this book treats, was of this latter 

claſs, who having been fu: (denly 
taken with an Mnefs, winch termt- 
nated in his death, he fent hallily 
to the Rev. Mr. Diligent, defiring 
that he would come and viſtt him. 
Mr. Diligent prayed very earnett- 
Iy for the Lord's bleſſing on the 
requeſted interview, then went 
with ſpced, and when condutled 


] 
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6; is 
into the room of Mr. Careleſs, he 
began, 
5 CONFERENCE the 1ſt, 

Hr. Diligent. 1 am ſorry to 
find you ſo ill, Sir, Do yon tlunk 
you fall die? What would you 
with me to Go for you ? 

My. Carele/s. 1 do believe L 
mit die very ſoon, Sir, 'and I wiſh 
von to give me the ſacrament ! 

Mr, Dil:zgent. The ſacrament, 
Sir, 1s a gracious feaſt, at which 
thoſe that are really born of God 
the Spirit are commanded to Com- 
memoratie tne boundleſs love, ago- 
nizing death, end finiihed ſalvati- 
on of their deer Saviour ; but-at 
will make no man meet for hea- 
: ven; tf 1t could falvation would 

be by works ; but God ſays, /alva- 
tion 2s not of worſs, (Epn. 1. 9.) 
Thoſe who take it with this view, 
and thoſe wio live in prattical re- 
bellion 


( 14 ) 
bellion againſt God, eat and drink 
unworthily, not properly diſcern- 
ing the Lord's body. I truly leel 
for you in your preſent conditior:; 
I am really grieved that you (like 
thouſands more} have neglected 
theſe matters till death ſtares you 
In the face ; and I muſt faithfuily 
tell you, Sir, that ſomething of 
more Importance than ever the 
SACRAMENT 1s needlul tor You 
to attend to. 

Mr. Careleſs. Pray, Sir, what 
can that be? —I thought nothing 
had been of ſo great importance as 
the ſacrament! 

Mr, Diligent. It is a true pres» 
paration for death, Sir, Many eat 
the bread and drink the wine at 
the ſacrament whoſe conſciences 
were never convinced of {in, who 
never beheld the ſalvation of 
Chrilt ; and whoſe unſcripturai 
Prin» 
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© principles, and careleſs pratice. 


rove that their hearts were never. 


* changed by divine grace : if ſuch 


die as they now are, though they 
- think themſelves ſecure, they will 


Prove, to their eternal forrow, 


= thatthe ſacrament hath been gf no 


ule to them. Permit me therefore 
to alk what reaſon you have to 
believe that you are the proper 
fubjett for the ſacrament, and 
whether you have cauſe 10 ſup- 
poſe you are prepared for death ? 

Mr. Carele/s, I have a good 
heart.—My nature is good, —And 
though I have not lived ſo well as 
I ought, yet, my life hath been 
pretty good upon the whoie. For 
thele reaſons I ſuppoſe I am fitto 
receive the ſacrament, and to die, 

Mr. Diligent. As the main 
ſpring moves the different parts of 
a watch, ſo the heart 1s the me 

| 'T 
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of afiion in men and women, I 1 
thereſore if the heart be good, the ® | 
attions will be good too; but it |F 
{ 
| 
| 


could not be a good heart that led | 
you to neglett the ſacrament, pres | | 
paration for another world, and 
the welfare of your ſoul, until you 
were drove to requelt that ord- 
inance by approaching death,—I 
have read of a gentleman who di- | 
ed very ſuddenly, and his Jeſter }_ 
|| ran tothe other ſervants, and ha- |. 
ving told them that their maſter 
was dead, he with much gravity 
[| laid, © There, and where is he 
gone?” The ſervants replied, # 
| Why he is yone to teaven, to be |þ 
| ſure! No, ſaid the Jeſter he 18 not 
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gone to heaven I.am'certain! The 
ſervants, with much warmth, aſked ©® 
| him © How' he knew that his | 
| maſter was not gone to heaven?” 
| The Jeſter thenreplied, *Becauſe |: 


heaven 


men, 
1, the 
ut it 
at led 
pres 
and 
| you 
ord. 
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| heaven | is a great way off, and T 
' never knew my maſter take a lon 


journey in my life but he always 


talked of it ſome time before hand 
and alſo made preparation for it ; 


but I never heard him talk about 
© heaven, nor never ſaw him making 
. preparation for death, and there- 


' heaven!” 


fore I am ſure he 1s not gone to 
I would not refle& on 
ou, Sir, in this painful ſituation, 


- and TI amreally ſorry to hurt your 
- mind; but I ſhould be an enemy 
= to your future peace 1f I were ngt 
to tell you that, if you ory 
.- think ou the ſubjeKt; I fear you 


/- will find your condutt hath been 
- much like the TJeſter's account of 
* his deceaſed maſter. You ſuppole, 
= Sir, that your heart, nature, an& 
+ Nfe have been tolerable good ; but 


3 we {ſhould always compare our 
[4 | Yiews with G07)'s HOLY WORD. 
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Permit me therefore to requeſt 
your patience, an(l attention to 
what God ſays on theſe ſubjetts. 
Mr. Carele/s. T was once yery 
11] before, and our late vicar, par- 
fon Sooth Tongue, aetcd me. 


[He was a very pleaſant man. He 


ſaid I wes a good fort of perſon, 
that God was merciſul, and that 1 
had no cauſe to ſcar, He read a 
tew g00d prayers, and gave me the 
facrement; but he ſaid nothing to 
me about. the bible. However I 
f0w think that w © {htonld compare 
all our views by the word of God, 
ts that what vou have ſaid on that 
{nbzect 1s. very proper. Shell 1 
tiereſore order a bible to be 
"chrwpxap v.: 
Mr Dilizent. Thank you, Sir, 
1 will fave you that trouble. My 
:Mlc IS my daily directory, and 
ticielute 1. am {| in without 
$mert = one 


| 
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one in my pocket, except when T 


am uſing it. Mr. Diligent then 
took out his little bible yer {fatd; 
as you, Sir, have ſuppoied that 
your heart 1s good, Tet us ſee what 
God ſays on that [ubject ? He 
then read Jer. xvii. 9. © The 
heart 1s decatful avove ALL 
THINGS, and deſperately uicied, 
who can know 11? We all know, 
ſaid Mir. Diligent, many things 
which are very deceitlul, but you 
ſee that God tells us, the heart is 
moredecettfui thanthem all; hence 


Its plain that all who ſuppoſe they 


have good hearts do not know 
themſelves. —He allo read Gen. 
Vi.5, * Every imagination of ihe 
thoughts of the heart 18 ONLY evil 
CONTINUALLY. Here addel 
Mr. Diligent I would remark, if 
any natural man ſay, there is a lit- 
tle good invmy heart, God contra- 

” 2 diets 
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difts it, for, he ſays © [tis ownLy 
evil ;” hate any lay, © Our hearts 
are good ſometimes,” God con» 
traditts that, for he ſays ** 1hey 
are only evid CONTINUALLY.” 


For thele and other reaſouns, the 


Lord tells us, that © He that truſl- 
eth in fius own heart, is a Jovl.”— 
(Prov. xxviu, 26.) I could bring 
You more ſcriptures which ſpeak 
of the wickedneſs of our hearts, 


but I would not be tedious, and 


tiercſore 1 haſten to what the bi- 
ble lays about human nature. You, 
Sir, luppoſe your nature 1s gooK, 
but 1 will examine what God fays 
to vou reſpetting it. Mr. Diligent 
then read (Pſul, Ii. 5.) © Behold [ 
#5 "Roden mn nguity : and mn /in 
ard my mother Conceive me.” ( Job 
xiV. 4.) * Fo can wh a clectn 
thing cut of en unciean? Not on:,” 
(Rom, lil 11, 24, 19.) * There ts 
none 


(- #1 } 


= none that under/tandeth, there is 
” none that ſeehketh after God, The 

” are all gone out of the way; they 
are together become unprojitable, 
- there 25 One that doeth good, ng 
not one.” And heallorecad, {I{aials 
= 1.5, 0.) * The whote head ts fich, 
and the whole heart faint. From 
* the ſole of the foot even unto the 
' head, there 1s no {oundne/s in it; 
but wounds and bruiſes, and pus 
trafying ſores.” This,” Sir, conti- 
nued Mr. Diitgent, 1s what God 
lays of your nature. But I now 
proceed to fhow you what the 
Lord hath declared reſpetting 
your hiſe, Yet before I enter on 
that ſubject, I beg leave to remark 
that, as God's creatures we all owe 
kim a debt of perfett obedience, 
and 1f 1t can be proved that we 

- have not paid that debt, we ſhall 
7 have caule to confeſs, with ſhame, 
T-3 that 
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that our lives have been bad ; in. 
ſtead of flattering ourſelves that 
they have been tolerable good. F 
God certainly knows beſt, and he | 
fays (Eccl. vii, 20.) © There ts not 
a JUST man upon earth that doth 

ood, and SINNETH NOT. '— 
"mb it appears that even the 
Juſt have no authority to place the 
leaſt confidence in the goodneſs 
of their lives. Again we are told, 
(Prov. xxiv. 16.) * A juſt man 


talleth ſeventimes.” Here Iwould © | 


aſk, if the zu/? or zu/lified are fo 
bad as to fall ſeven times, muſt 
not the unjuſtified be greatly de- 
ceived wlulſt they ſuppoſe that 
their lives are good? And yet, 
though dead in trefpaſſes and ſins, 
they are prone, like the phariſees 
in the days of Chriſt, to place de- 
pendance on the ſuppoſed good- 
nels of their lives : but this de- 

pendence 
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pendence 1s a falſe one, for we 
are told in holy writ, that * AU 
have ſinned, ana come fhort of the 
glory of God. Rom. 11. 23.) That 
fin ts a tranſgreſſion of the law, (1 
John wu. 4.)—* That whofoever 
offendeth in one point 1s guilty of 
all.” (James 11. 10.)—And that 
*« As many as are of the works of 
the law, are under the curſe.” (Gal. 
111. 10.) Thus, Sir, bave I told 
you a little about what God ſays 


' reſpetting our natures, our hearts 


and lives. You ſaid, © you thought 
you were fit for the ſacrament 
and for death, becauſe yours were 
tolerable good. Pray, Sir, what 
do ” ay now think of it? 

r. Carele/5s. Surely thoſe paſ- 
ſages do not belong to me, who 
have lived a regular moral life ; do 
they not refer to the immoral and 
prophane ? 
| DON P 4 Mr, h 
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Mr. Diligent. If you took no- 
tice, Sir, of Ecclef. vii. 20, and 
Prov. xxiv. 16. which I juſt quo- 
ted; they both refer to a zu/7 or 
juſtified man, and therefore the un- 
juſtified cannot eſcepe the hum- 
bling charge. I preſume Jeremiah 


and Iſaiah, were as moral as either 


of us, and yet Jeremiah, when 
ipcaxing of the wickedneſs ol the 


1: art, does not fay therr hearts are 


decentſul onlv, but he ſays The 
heart 1s deceitful and deſperately 
wicked, wich includes h:s own, 
Any Iatan when deſcribing the 
f:ſulneſs of human nature, and 
the 1:perſ-ttion of the beſt hu- 
man works, dues rot refer to the 
feop'e ONLY by ſaying Zhey are all 
as anunclean thing, but ke includes 
HIMSELF, for he ſays «We are 
all as an unclean thing, and all our 
Tighteouſneſſes are as hithy rags. 

T (Iſaiah 


ſo the heart of man to man.” 


ſands who live an irregular, diſho- 
neſt, prophane, and debauched 
life. If T am not ſaved—the Lord 
have mercy /—I know not what 
will become of them. 


cannot vary, tells us, © The wick- 
ed ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God." 


conclude, without the leaſt breach 
_— of chayity, that, 1f they die as they 
are, they will {fink much lower 
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ple upon earth, as well as the 1m- 
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(Tfatah Ixiv. 6.) Hence it appears 
that theſe ſcriptures do allude to 
you, vir, andto the moſt moral peo- 


moral. If you want further proof 
of this, I will read Prov. xxvli. 19. 
* As inwater face anſwers to face ; 


Mr. Careleſs. There are thou- 


Mr. Diligent. The Lord, who 


(Pſalm ix. 17.) Hence you may 


than the grave. 
I hopes 
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I hope you will be ſaved, Sir, 
and I defire to inſinuate nothing 


to the contrary: I am only en- 


deavouring to convince you of 
your need of ſalvation, alone by 
grace, through the redemption of 
Chriſt Jeſus, and to ſhow you the 
way of ſalvation, But you ſhould 
not compare your life with that of 
the wor/t of men; this puffs you up 


with ſelf-righteous deception: ra- 


ther compare it with the very beft 
of them, alſo with the perfect law 
of God, which will diſcover your 
defetts, and humble your ſpirit : 

this may lead to ſafety and profit, 
for © God reſiſteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble.” (1 
Peter v. 5.) Never compare evi! 
with evi/ more ; but always com- 
pare ev2l with GOOD, and you will 
find the difference and advantage 


very great, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Carele/s. But I muſt not 
deſpair. en 

Mr. Diligent. To deſpair of be. 
ing converted and ſaved, is one 
thing, that I defire you not to do; 
and to know that you are not yet 
converted, and deſpair of being 
ſaved without conver/ionis another 
thing. This you (and every one) 
ought to do; for God tells you, 
that you cannot enter the kingdom 


=> of heaven without converſion. 


(Matt. xvut. 3.) 
Mr, Carele/5s. But we are told 
the Lord hath no pleaſure in the 
death of a ſinner, and I do not 
believe that God made man to 
damn him. RX 
Mr. Diligent. T am very ſorry, 
my dear Sir, to ſee you deſirous 
of putting theſe momentous mat- 
ters {o far from yourſelf, It would 
be much better for them to be 
. | brought 


WM 


brought home to your conſcience 
in THIS WORLD, than for you to 
link under the calling weight of 
them in the next. Although, i 

an ab/tratied ſenſe, God hath no 
pleaſure in the death of a finner, 
yet he hath pleaſure in the vindi- 
cation of his own juſtice, which 


he will vindicate, by eternally pun- 


iſhing all who Go unconverted, as 
1s evident by (Matt. xvn1. g. Rev. 
XX, 14.) and other ſcriptures. I 
have not even intimated that God 
made man to damn him, but 1 do 
ſay, in the greateſt compaſſion to 


your precious ſoul, that your eyes 


muſt be cloſed to the truths con- 
tained in the twenty-fifth chapter 
of St, Matt. and other parts of ho- 
Iy writ, if youdo not ſee that God 
made many men who will be dam- 
ned.,—But what have you to do 
with ozh.rs # Pray, Sir, leaye other 
men, ang look to y ourſelt, Mr 


.* 
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Mr. Carele/5, Your advice 18 
good, Sir, And I begia to fee I 
have been miſtaken. My views of 
| myſelf and of religion muſt have 
been wrong, becauſe they have 
been contrary to the bible. 

Mr. Diligent. Your views of 


 yourlelt, and religion have indeed 
F been very wrong, Sir, with griet I 
© behold numbers deceived in the 
> ſame awſul manner. May God the 
= Sprrit undecetve them, and teach 
= you all the glorious leſſons of his 
grace: for, Jeſus Chriſt {ays, *©The 
EF WHOLE nerd not a phyſt Ic2an, bub 
of thoſe that are ſic ck (Mark 1 12.419) 
rom winch it uravoidably follows 
"that whilſt our views of ourſelves 
are wrong, our views of God and 


bis truths cannot be right, 
Ar. Cardleſs. But Gadi 1S Mere 


"cul you know, Sir 


Mr, Diltgent, VF:t2 inexprefii« 
bis 
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ble pieaſure I admit that God t; 


mercilſul. But with heart piercins \- 


grief, I have heard numbers tall: 
of God's mercy who never lelt 
their miſery, never were Convin- 


ver emptied of felf righteous de- 


pendence, never ſaw the need of | 


God's attribute of juſtice being la- 


tisfied by the obedience and bloo{] 


ſhedding of Jeſus Chriſt; but tho! 
they talk about mercy, ſuch are 
not feeking it in the right way 
This you may ſee, Sir, b "TR 
ſcriptures which if you pleale to 
order your bible to be brought, [ 
will turn down, that you may read 
at your leiſure: a bible was fetch- 
ed, and Mr. Diligent turned down 
(Ifaiah xIv. 21.—AAQs iv. 12.— 
Iſaiah xlti. 8, —and Joha xiv, 6.) 
The Rev. Gentleman then added, 
I hope you will give theſe things 
due 


_ ced of the error of their ways, ne- 
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* due conſideration, Sir : but ir 1s 
| rather late, and much converſation 


at a time, will fatigue and conſuſe 
YOu. 

Mr. Carele/s, Will you pleaſe 
Sir, to pray with me ? 

Mr. Diligent. By the Lord's 
help I hope to pray for you, Sir. 
He then prayed moſt fervently, 
and when he roſe from prayer he 
took Mr, Careleſs by the hand, in 
the molt tender manner, and with 
tears in his eyes he ſaid: You 
wiil remember, my dear vir, that 
you have been deceived in your 
views of yourſelf, and that the on- 
Iv channel by which mercy can 
flow from God to your precious 
foul is through the bleedingawounds 
of a crucified Chriſt. You greatly 
need the Holy Spirit to mmſtrutt 
you'in theſe tmportant things, and 
to feal a knowledge of intereſt in. 


the mercy of God upon your heart, 
It is pity that yon trifled ſo long. 
But Jeſus Chrillt ſaved one 1n the 
eleventh hour, and that a thief, 
He is as kind now as he was then. 
Depend not on my prayers, but 
pray that God the Spirit may 
teach and ſantiify, allo that God 
the ſon may ſave you. Farewel for 
the preſent, I wiſh you a good 
mght's reſt. Do try 'to think of a 
preparation ſor death in the morn- 


1n . F. 
| IWhen Mr. Diligent returned |= 


home, a letter was put in his hand 


which requeſted his preſence as 
ſoon as poſſible, becauſe his Hons. 
Mother had been ſuddenly taken 
11l, and, her life was deſpaired of: 
His mother's abode was many 
miles diſtant, and he had only time 
before he ſet off, to deſire Mr. 
Loveprayer, a ſteady. friend, 10 * 


Un 6 


So 


BE viſit and pray with Mr. Careleſs. 
He travelled with all ſpeed, and 
when he arrived at his mother's 
: houſe, he haſtened to her room, 
be \ which as. ſoon as he had entered, 
© ſhe addreſſed him thus, 
T * Ars. Diligent, 1 am happy to 
| ſee thee once more, my dear, dear 
* ſon, thou art buthuſt come in time. 
s | ' A few hours more and I ſhall be 
z in eternity. 
> Mr, Diligent. Tt grieves me to 
& } part with you, my honoured mo- 
© ther, but the firmeſt bonds muſt 
þ be broken. Our loſs will be your 
= gain, pray, my dear mother, what 
= views may you have now on the 
# verge of eternity. 
y Mrs. Diligent, O! I ſet a ſmi- 
*ling Jeſus, and an opening heaven. 
3 Mr. Dilbgent, The deareſt — 
F- friends mult part for a tinie, and 
os A ithe  Apolile's exhortation falls 
C Gb 7 wath 
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with weight on my mind, * Set 
your affetions on things above, 
and not on things on the earth.” I 
am happy, my dear mother, that j 
'our views are ſo tranſporting. |) 
. What a mercy to have an intere!t Þ 
in Jeſus Chriſt. ; 
Mrs. Diligent. Yes, my dear | 
1on, and not only to havean inter- | 
eſt in Chriſt, but to feel the earne/t j 
of that intereſt too ! This rejoices 
my heart. I am told that our wor- | 
thy miniſter, Mr. Faithful, preach. |. 
ed laſt ſabbath, from the meſſage |= 
of Chriſt to the young man who þ 
had preat poſſeſſions, (Mark x. 21.) 
* One thing thou lackeſt,” and he 
proved that the only thing which 
could have made the young man # 
properly behold himſelf guilty as jÞ 
a tranſpreflor of God's Jaw, and |» 
truly willing to relieve the poor | 
with Ins property, was the Holy 
|  Opirtt, 
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Spirit. What ſhould I do if T now 
lacked that one thing ? - but the 
Lord heth kindly givenit me long 
ſince, and 1 row feel that glorious 
Spirit bearing witneſs with my 
ſpirit that I am his child ; there... 
fore, although I am extremely ll 
in body ; all 1s well with my foul. 
Her ſpecch then ſailed, and in the 
midſt of weeping friends the ex- 
red. 

When the funeral was over, 
Ar. Diligent returned, and the 
next morning he went to ſee his 
ſick pariſhioner. When he enter. 
ed Mr. Careleſs's room, he found 
bim readiog h1s bible, which leads 
us unto, | . 

CONFERENCE Il. 

Mr. Diligent. Good morning 
to you, Sir, I am happy in ſeeing 
you ſearch the ſacred page. I hope 
you find real profit from it. 

Q2 Mr, 
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Mr. Carele/s. 1 know not what 
to ſay about profit, Sir; I have 
been thinking abouta proper pre- 
paration for death; but I cannot 
tell what to fix on as a ſcriptural 
Preparation. The texts which you 
read to me ſeven or eight days 
lince, and alſo my own feelings 
tully convince me that my heart 
is deceitſul and that my nature 1 
finful, ſo that I dare not reit on 
either of them; and I now ſee that 
even my be/: aftions fall very thort 
of the juſt demands of God's holy 
law, for which reaſon I cannot 
depend on them. I remember 
good Biſhop Beveridge, ſpeaking 
of himſelf, favs, 1] cannot pray 
—but 1 fin: I cannot hear—but I 
{in: I cannot give an alms—but I 
{1n:; nay, I cannot conlels my fins, 
but my very confeſſions are {t1il 
a;yravations of them ; my repen- - 
; tance 
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tance needs to be repented of, 
my tears want walhing, and the 
v-rv waihing of my tears needs 
fill to be wathed over again with 
the blood of my redeemer.”—TI 
nled to pals this vo Lightly 
over, but 1 now fecl the force of 
it. Aſter all, I cannot tell what 1s 
a proper preparation for death ; I 
have been doing all in my power 
nace I ſaw you laſt; but 1 feel as 
far From being prepared as Ever, 

Mr. Ditgent. 1 FeJOIee, wy 
dear Sir, to find you lo truly con- 
vinced of your fallen and depraved 
fate, and I wiſh you to conunue 
diligent | in ſeeking ajter God; but 
as the beſt doings of even the beft 
mere men are imperfect, you wul 
always feel unprepared, whillt you 
expett to prepare yourlelt lor 
death by your dotngs. It is lome= 
thing that you muſt RECEIVE 


Q 3 from 
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from God, not any thing that you 
can do for /m, that muſt prepare 
you fora dying hour: all that we 
can do can neither ſatisfy divine 
Jjuitice for one fin, nor prepare us 


to meet the judge of quick and | 


; 


dead. (Rom. 111, 20.) 

' Mr. Carele/s. You have now 
raiſed my expeQation, and admi- 
niſtered a gleam of comfort to my 
mind, Sir; for if it be ſomething 
that we need to receivefrom Gol 


to prepare us for death, who _ 


knows but the Lord will vouch- 


ſaſs to give it unto me? I know [| 
am unworthy of any thing, but he { 
gave his dear fon for unworthy. 


ſinners, and thereſore perhaps he 


may give me that which you inti- 
mate muſt be received from him, 
before any can be prepared for 
death: the 1dea of receiving, ratles 
my expectations, and invigorate; 


c 
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my hope: pray tell me what T 


muſt receive to prepare me, that [ 
may conſtantly aſk the Lord, in 
the. name of his dear ſon, to give 
it unto me untill have receivedit. 

Mr. Diligent. None are pre- 
pared for death until they have 
received a newnature, a renewed 
heart, or, in other words the gra» 
ces of the Holy Spirit to illum1- 
natetheir minds, purify their ſouls 
and work faith in their hearts ; to 
lead them to love God and godli- 
nels, to give them a true relwh for 
the pious exerciſes of the church 


militant, and the rapturous ſongs 


of the church triumphant. I hope 
you wall ſee the truth of thisif you 
attend whilſt I read. (John 11. 5. 


Rom. vil. 9. Atts iv. 12. Ezek. 
> XXXV1. 27. 2 Cor, v. 17.and Rom. 
* vi. 16,) Hence it appears, Sir, 


L that you ſhould aſk God for his 
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Holy Spirit, and continue the 
prayer until you know that 1t 15 
anſwered. Nothing but that Spirit 

can prepare your ſoul for death. 
Mr. Carele/s. But your friend, 
John Loveprayer, ſaid ſomething 
about the neceſlity of God's juſtice 
being ſatisfied, and when you en- 
tered my room, Sir, I was reading 
If. xlv. 21. which tells me that 
the Lord is © A zu/# Godand a 
Saviour.” This made me think 
the Lord would not ſave me un- 
leſs his juſtice was ſatisfied ; there- 
fore if God were to give me his 
Holy Spirit to renew the powers 
of my ſoul, and make me a new 
creature, will that ſatisfy divine 
juſtice for my ſins, and honoura- 
ly free me from the charge of 
guilt, ſo that I may appear with 

out ſpot in his ſight. 

Mr, Diligent, No! Sir, by no 
means | 
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means ! Jeſus Chriſt hath kindly 


made complete ſatisfatiion for the 
ſins of all who ever enter into 
heaven's glorious manſions, by the 
facrifice of himſelf. Hence God 
the father graciouſly tells us that 
« He hath laid on Chriſt the 1n1- 
quities of us all, (If, 1111, 6.) *That 
by one offering Chriſt hath per- 
feed for ever them that are {ance 
tified, (Heb. x. 14.) And that he 
hath caſt all our ſins into the 
depths of the ſea.” (Micah vu. 19.) 
v0 that, you are to look to the ſa- 
crifice of Chriſt, as the immenfe 
price, which perfettly ſatisfies 
God's attribute of juſtice ; and 
frees you from all condemnation : 
and the complete obedience which 
Chriſt paid, through his whole life 
to the precepts of the moral Jaw, 
Godthe Father 1mputes, or placeth 
to the account of his dear chil- 
dren 2 
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dren : 1t was in this holy robe 
that he viewed his church when 
he kindly told her * Thou art all 
fair my love, there 1s no ſpot in 
thee.” (Song iv. 7.) Thus by the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt the condemaa- 
tion which his people d-ſerved 1s 
completely removed; and by the 
imputation of the perfect righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt they are viewed 
completely righteous in h1s ſight, 
Therefore we are told, * Bleſſed 
is the man unto whom God im- 
puteth righteouſneſs,” (Rom. 1v, 
6.) I therefore told you that you 
mult receive the grace of the Spi- 
Tit to prepare you ſor death, be- 
cauſe HE only can renew your 
ſoul and enable you to beheve that 
the Saviour's attunement and 
righteouſneſs are yours; HE only 
can make you love God and his 
Rs and prepare you for WY 
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Mr. Careleſs. What pity that 


parſon Smooth Tongue ſaid no- 
thing to me about theſe things ? I 
now ſee them vaſtly important. I 
have been liſtening to what you 
have ſaid with all my powers, and 


if I rightly underſtand you, a pro- 


In, 1. A new nature—2. complete 
attonement for all my ſins. —And 
3. perſet&t righteouſneſs, to appear 
1n before God: all which I ſup- 
pos I am to look to Jeſus Chritt 
or, 
Mr. Diligent. Your concluſion 
ts very right, Sir, The Holy Spi- 
rit communicates this new nature 
to the ſoul in regeneration, and 
carries 1t on through the various 
ſtages of ſanQtification : by this 
the ſoul is ripened for glory : com- 
plete ſatisfation 18 made by 
Chriſt's death, and perſfef righte- 
ouſnels 


( 42 ) 


dren: 1t was in this holy robe 
that he viewed his church when 
he kindly told her © Thou art all 
fair my love, there is no ſpot in 
thee.” (Song 1v. 7.) Thus by the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt the condemaa- 
tion which his people d-ſerved 19 
completely removed; and by the 
1imputation of the perfect righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt they are viewed 
completely righteous in I1s fight, 
Therefore we are told, * Bleſſed 
is the man unto whom God im: 
puteth righteouſneſs,” (Rom. 1v, 
6.) I therefore told you that you 
muſt receive the grace of the Spi- 
"Tit to prepare you for death, be- 
cauſe HE only can renew your 
ſoul and enable you to beheve that 


righteouſneſs are yours; HE only 
can make you love God and his 
people, and prepare you lor IPA 


the Saviour's attunement and ,- 
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: 3. perlett righteouſneſs, to appear _ 
\ 1n before God: all which I ſup- 


* ſtages of ſanRification: by this 
.. the ſoul 1s ripened for glory : com- 
| plete ſatisfattion is made by 


( 43 ) 
Mr. Carele/s. What pity that 


parſon Smooth Tongue ſaid no- 
thing to me about theſe things ? I 
now ſee them vaſtly important. I 
have been liſtening to what you 
have ſaid with all my powers, and 
if I rightly underſtand you, a pro- 
per preparation for death confiſts 
In, 1. A new nature—2. complete 
attonement for all my fins. —And 


pole I am to look to Jeſus Chrit 
Mr. Diligent. Your concluſion 
rit communicates this new nature 


to the ſoul in regencration, and 
carries it on through the various 


Chriſt's death, and perfe& righte- 
X ouſnels 
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ifncls' was wrought out in his 
_lite, therefore we are told that 
Chriſt is made of God unto us, 
*- wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctih- 
cation, anc redemption.” (1 Cor. 
i. 30.) Look fteadfaſtly and con. 
ſtantly to him, my dear Sir, as the 
fountain of ried [upplies, and the 
ſource of all good. But with your 
leave I will now go to prayer with 
you, and leave you to confider of 
what hath been ſaid. After prayer 
Mr. Diligert afiefttionately exiior- 
ted Mr. Careleſs to pray for him- 
ſelf, told him that he hoped from 
the change 1 in his views, and ti:e 

enquiries of his mind that the 


Lord had lately begun a good work | 


in his ſoul; and took his leave.— 


Mr. Careleſs being anxious to ſee (7 


his Reverend Friend ſent for him 
rather early the next morning.— 
He returned with the ſervant, and 
Was 


( 45 ) 


was met at the door by the nurſe, 
| whoſe name was Fehx. She ad- 
drefled him thus, 
Mrs. Feltx. IT am ſure Sir, you 
have no cauſe to find fault with 
my maſter now, for he hath been 
doing plenty iince you left him 
vellerday. As ſoon as you were 
| gone he ordered me to leave him 
# alone until he rung the bell. I 
* could not think what he did that 
> for, and therelore, as I knew the 
-- partition between him and the ad- 
© jacent room was very thin, I went 
#7 and fat down there to liſten to 
= lim. AndTI heard him pray car- 


XK} 
Wo 


= neiily that the Lora would create 


PZ his ſoul anew, enable him truly to 


CAE 


Wrepent of all his fins, and give him 
Ha lively faith in Chriſt ; that he 
Zwould lead him to ond God and 
Tpoilinets, ſeal a ſenſe of ſorgive- 


an 


Enels on his heart, and make hin a 
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new creature by his Holy Spirit; 
ſo;that he might really reliſh, and 
be truly meetened for the enjoy- 
ment of heavenly exerciſes He 


then was ſilent for almoſt an hour; j 


and then I heard him pray again, 


* that the Lord would 1enew his | 


foul with the grace of his holy 
ſpirit, waſh away his ſins in the 
fountain of Chrilt's precious bluod 
clothe his naked ſoul in the robe 
of Chriſt's perfett righteouſneſs, 
and prepare him to die; with I 


know not how much more. My | 
mind was ſo affected with his pray- |! 
ers that 1 think 1 ſhall never forget | 


them. 


Mr. Dilgent. 1 really wiſh that 
=_ Mrs. F lix, and others may bef|. 


ed to as earneſt enquiries about 


ſpiritual things, and as devout ex. | 


_ erciles 21 health, as it appears Mr, 


Careleſs 3s, 1n this Jaiter part of | 
| his 
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his ſickneſs. Bodily affliftions are 
hard to grapple with, even when 
a perſon hath the fulleſt aſſurance 
that his fins are forgiven, and that 
his ſoul 1s prepared for glory; 
therefore 1t 1s the greateſt folly to 
delay and trifle, moſt people who - 
have been careleſs through life, 
are ſtupid :naftliftiion and death. I. 
am happy thatit appears ſovereign 
graze hath ſo interpoſed 2s to 
make your maſter's condutt, in 
this laſt part of his illneſs, a con- 
traſt to h1s name : though his name 
is Careleſs, I hope he 1s now 
CAREFUL about the one thing 
needſul. I really wiſh that you, 
Mrs. Felix, and others, may be led 
to att like him without farther 
delay. He then went up ſtairs, 


X-]? and having entered the room he 
ir. 1? began, 
oth * CONFERENCE the gd. 


Mr, 


( 48 ) 
Mr. Diligent. 1 think, Sir, by 
your countenance, that although 
your affliction continues, you now 
enjoy iome lerenity of mind: the 
laſt part of this thought affords 
me peculiar pleaſure, 
Mr.. Carele/s. Bleſſed be God, 
Sir, I do. My mind was much 
tried for ſome time aſter you leſt 
me yelterday morning—I endea- 
vourzd to caſt myſelt at the feet 
of Jeſus Chrit—and in the even- 
ing I ſound fuch beams of conlo- 
lation glow in my ſoul as I never 
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reſt; my ſoul now ſeems ftaid on 
the dear Redeemer, and my mind 
1s unuſually ſerene, But I want 
farther inſtructions : I have been 
dreadfully decerved before, and I 


you will deal faithfully with me. 


felt before. 1 had a good night's | 


fear leaſt I ſhould remain under |' 
any deception. I theretore made |? 
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free to ſend for you, and I hope : 
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Mr. Diligent. 1 am happy that 
you did ſend for me. I wiſh all | 
my pariſhioners, whether in health 
or licknels, felt their need of doing 
ſo; 1 would gladly attend upon 


es EE EEE 


them. But pray, Sir, what trial 


” was that which you y you had 
on your mind yelterda 

Mr. Careleſs. Aſter You leſt me 
* I tried to pray. Then I laid me 
\ down and flept for ſome time, and 
} when I awaked the things that you 
} had been ſaying came "freſh into 
* my mind. Whilſt I was muling 
! on them, and looking to tlie Lord 


for his holy ſpirit to reach me all_ 


} the neeaful leſſons of his Grace, 
| the following ſentence from the 
: general confeſſion fell with 
1 inſupportable weight on my ſparit 
*« We have left undone the things 
7 that we ought to have done ; we 


7 have done thoſe things that we 
; R ong!: t 


50 
ought not to have done ; and there 
18 no health in us.** Then, in dark- 
er {hades than ever, I beheld my 
nature impure ſrom head to foot; 
viſo ſaw that, though I could not 
charge? myſelf with groſs prattical 
1mmoraiities, vet I bad ſpent my 
golden hours in a careleſs manner 
inſtead of employ: ing them for 
God. I beheld that I ſhould have 
loug ght *©FIRST the Range don of God 
and [ts righteonſhnlhd according 
to the command of Jeſus Chriſt, 
but inſtead of that (like the rich 
fool in the goſpel, Luke x1. 20.) 
Thadleft perſuits aſter the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, and 
that I ail thereby left undone the 
| things which Tought to have done: 
1 faw the Lord's h ;oly law condems- 
ned me, end I thought that God 
misht juſtly caſt me off for ever. 
"his oreatly burdened my mind 
2rd opprelied wy foul, Dir. 
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Mr. Diligent. Ir is better, like 
Job towards the end of his afflifti- 
ons, to be a fell-Joather than a ſelf 
admirer. All who are ſick of fin, 
need the good phyſician of ſouls, 
but thoſe who ſuppole themſelves 
well, ſl;ght and reject him; bit 
What i{tep did you.take then ? 

Ar. Carece/s. I roſe and prayed 
in the beſt manner I could. Then 
with my ſoul liſted up to God, to 
ihow me my real tte, I ſearched 
the fcriptares to lee whether there 
was any word of comlort in them 
for a wretch in my ſtate, Alter. 
conſidering many pallages, I read 
Math. xi. 28. © Come wnto me all 


| ye that labour, and are heavy laden 


and I will give you ref.” I feared 


| this was not for one ſo unworthy 


as me, yetTI knew I was then wea- 
TY, and heavy laden, with the bur- 
den of my ſins, and I determined 

Wo 5 to 
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to go and give my finſu] ſoul to 
Chriſt in prayer : I could find no 
other foundation to ſtand upon 


with ſafety, and I thought, as Je- 


ſus Chriit was the God of truth, 


| he would fulfil his word of promile 


in giving reſt to. my weary ſoul : 
however I determined, with the 
Lord's afliitance, to reſt on Chriſt 
in his word of promile, at all 
events. 

Mr, Dittzyent., You atted very 
right, Sir | None reſt on Chrilt in 
vain | pos: were then 1n earneſt, 
and the 7 Lord feedeth he HUNGRY 
with Food ihiigs, but {Ne RICH are 


fent emp? y away, 1 dare ſay you 


found it fo : but pray procced, 
Mr. Carete/s, Stul my mind 
was not lai:sfhed. I then reiied 
firmly on Chriſt for pp fulfil;uent 
of his gracious prom 1{e, and hoped 
that be would Kagiy plive me 
ret; 
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found I wanted 
ſomething, thoagh I ſcarce knew 
what, which KA remained deſtitute 
ol. Even themguilt oppreſſed my 
ſoul, and darkneſs over{pread my 
mind; and I fi} knew not whe- 
ther I was pyepared to die; yea, Þ 
felt unprepared, I cried to the 
Lord to ſhow me ſome token for 
good, alſv to eaſe my diltreſlel 
mind, At length Ll was compelled 
to ceale praying for want of words, 
yet my ſpirit was kept ina waiting 
frame, and the following ſentence 
was conveyed with power into my 
very inmolt ſoul, < Thy fins are 


reſt: but I 1 


forgiven thee, go in peace.” I have 


ſince found part of the words 1n 
Matt. ix. 2. I hope they were ap» 
lied to me by. the holy ſpirit, 
ly mind hath been much com- 
forted fince. I cannot now help 
believing | that the Lord for 
R 3 Cuariſt's 


(5443 
Chriſt's ſake hath freely pardoned 


all my fins. I feel ſuch love to 
God, and his people, as I never 
enjoyed before ; yet 1 dare place 


my foul's ſalvation on nothing bu: 


Chriſt, But I with to be farther 
Snitrucied, Pray, Sir, talk freely 
and faithfully to me. How wicked 
it waS1n Parſon Smooth Tongue, 
to flatter and deceive me ! 

Mr. Dil:gent. Your late Vicar, 
Mr. eemen.Q, Tongue, doubtle!s 
atted very wickedly. Soul deceive 
os, of every denommalnon, are the 
work of enemies. God paints all 
fuch minifters in the blackeſt 
ſhades, for 1 favs, that * They 
cry peace, peace, where there is no 
peace.” (Jer. vi. 14, 15.)—He 
Werclors calls them *bl:nd lead- 
ers.” (Matt. xv. 14.) And he favs 
they are **Fa//e P7 ophets, and de- 
vouring wolves in ſheep's eloathing, 

(Matt, 
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( 565 ) 
(Matt. vii. 15, 16, 17) He alſo 
calls them, *Dumb dogs that can- 
not bark, and greedy dogs that can 
never have enough.” (Ia. lvi. 10, 
11, 12.) He declares * They feed 
themſelves, and do not feed the 
« That he” 


whom the watchman hatn not Ware 
ned, and who die tn their ins, at 
their hands.” (Ez. xxxul. 0, 8.) 
And dreadful to relate ! the Lord 
alſo calls them © Satan's minters.* 


8 (2 Cor. x1. 13, 14, 15-) 1f your 
7 ſhepherd were as careleſs of your 
2 ewes and lambs, as ſuch minijters 
2 are of their hearers, or pariſhion- 
2? ers, you would turn him out of 
3 your employ, and it wouid be 


moog if you did not, but one ſoul 
1s infinitely more valuable than 
all your flock, and therefore on 


the above principle (inforced ten 
R 4 thouſand 
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thouſand degrees by the inconcei- 
vable worth of a ſoul) people 
ſhould fly from ſuch worldly mind- | 
ed miniſters, falſe ſhepherds, and | 
blind guides; and attend the mi- Þ 
niſtry of thoſe whoſe pions con- | 
dutt, orthodox principles, and 
heart-ſearching preaching, prove 
that they are ſent of God to the 
Important work, and have the 
welfare of ſouls at heart. Howe- | 
ver 1 rejoice that the Lord hath | 
done ſo wat for you 1n this afflic. Þ 
tion : he hath powerfully anſwer- Þ 
ed your prayers, you are built on | 
the right foundation, and I have | 
no doubt but your comforts came | 
from God. I alſo believe that your | 
ſou] was releaſed from 1ts burden 
by the Holy Spirit. | | 
Strive, my dear friend, to drink | 
freely of the ſoul-refreſhing cor- 
dials, which are contained in the 
| glorious 


C874 
glorious perſon of Chriſt, as God 


and man—the fulneſs, freeneſs, 
and ſuitability of his ſalvation— 
and the excellency and glory of 
his offices: he is your prophet to 
teach you wiſtom, your prieſt who 
hath atoned for your guilt, and 
your way to ſubdue your fin, 
conquer Satan, andallthe enennes 
of your ſoul. Alſo view this matche 
leſs friend of ſinners as your kind 
interceſlor at God's right hand, 
conſtantly preſenting the nume- 
rous wounds, from which he ſhed 
his precious blood as the merut0- 
rious cauſe why all your needs 
ſhould be ſupplied, your fins par- 
doned; and your ſovl condutted 
to manſions of glori But the bell 
rings for ſervice, the »eople will 
ſoon be waiting for nic at church; 
ſhall I ſpend a few minutes 1n 
prayer with you before I go! 


Mr n 


[38-1] 


Mr. Carels/s. Your converſation 
comlorts my mind, rejoices my 
heart, and charms my very ſoul ; 
but as you ſeem in haſte, 1 will 
Ting the bell and call my dear 
wife and family that they may 
ſhare the benefit of your prayers 
with me,—Prayer being over Mr, 
Diligent ſaid, farewell, my dear 
Sir. Look conſtantly to the over- 
flowing fulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt for 
the ſupply of all your needs: I am 
ready, and willing to adminiſter 
the ſacrament to you, whenever 
you pleaſe, The next day, by re- 
quelit, Mr. Diligent attended for 
that purpole, which leads to, 

CONFERENCE the 4th. 

Mr. Careleſs. I am happy to ſee 
you again at my houſe, my good 
Rev. Friend. The name of Chriſt 
like ointment poured forth hath 
healed my wounded ſoul, and re- 

vived 
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vived mv drooping ſpirit. Bleed 
be God I have enjoyed much of 
his heart cheering preſence ſince 
you leſt me yeſterday. Yet I find 
my mind 15 not perlettly Ireefrom 
trials, 

Mr. D:/igent. Your mind bein 
yet tried isnot to be wondered at, 
Satan olten oppoles thoſe who, by 
| race, have eſcaped his wretched 
So But pray, Sir, what hath 

{ your mind been tried about ? 
| Mr. Careleſs. 1 am not drove 
+ from Chriſt as my foundation. But 
. Ft Ilamat a loſs to know how the 
r |} blood of Chriſt, who is but one 
perſon, can atone for all who go 
to heaven; allo how the righte- 
2 ouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt's iſe can 
F: juſtify that in{anite number of peo- 
ple who are to enter the maniions 
h 2 of glory ; tlits hath tried my ſpirit. 
= 47, Deligent, The Lord tells 
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you that **The trial of your faith, 
is moreprectous than that of gold,” 
and I truſt you will findit fo. The 
dottrine you have been tried about 
is eaſily cleared up. When Adam 
fell, by breaking God's holy com- 
mand: he fell as the public repre- 
fentative of mankind, therceſore 
the whole human race fell with 
him ; but God the Father was ſo 
infinitely compaſſionate that he 
appointed his only fon, as the ſc- 
cond repreſentative of his choſen 
people, "and his ſon willingly a- 
greed to the appointment: there- 
fore as ruin came by one man's d1/+ 
obedience on all whom Adam repte« 
ſented, ſo perfect recovery comes 
by the obedience, and blood {hcd- 
ding of 0o::e unto all whom Jeſus 
Chriſt repreſented. This you may 
find ſlated, and proved. (Rom. v. 
1 Los xv.) The dottrine may alfo 
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be cleared thus. We are told 
(Rev. 1. 8, 18.) To Jeſus Chriſt 
is ©*The Alpha and Omega, (that 1s) 
the beginnings and the end, the Ale 
MIGHTY*” As he was the begzne 
Ning, none coul4 exiſt before him; 
and as he 1s the Aunghty, none 
can be more powerful, by wiich 
it is evident that HE is God equal 
_ the Father. As therefore he 

prrfef? GOD, as well as man, all 
Bn he did 1s made of infinite vas 
lue by his dezty, and this makes 
his precions blaod ſafticient to 
atone, and his righteouſneſs ſufſt- 
cient to jultiſy an infinite number 


of people, even tis whole church, 


With gratitude, and aſtoniihment, 


I admire the wiſdom, goodnels, 
and love of God in this molt gra- 
C10i1s CHmmrranca 

Ar. Carete/s. My mind 15 NOW 
ſatisfied, a nd 1 join you in grate- 


{ul 
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ful admiration both at the contri- 
vance, and contriver :; but I won- 
der moſt oi all that the Lord ſhould 
cail me irom darkneſs to Iight in 
the eleventh hour ; I never "knew 
the enjoyment of life, until death 
threatened me with his fatal dart; 
I with I had known theſe things 
before ; but I prevent you irom 
adminiſtering tne facrament,— 

Bread and wine having been pre= 
viouſly placed on the table, Mr. 
Diligent | in a very devout manner 
{et apart the clements and admini« 
RNered the ordinance. Much ol the 
Lord's preſence was enjoyed, and 
they had a very reireihing oppore 
tunity. The mintiter ſpoke very 
comfortably to the ick gentleman 
and pray ed v ery Jerventiy lor him 
and all prefent. Many of Mr. 
Carelefs's friends were in the 
room, which had aiicmbied on the 
{ovlemn 
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ſolemn occaſion. Mr. Diligent 
then requeſted all preſent to ſit 
down, and he would give them a - 
ſhort exhortation: this he _ as 
follows, 

Mr. Diligent. Dying beds, open- 
Ing graves, anc Le judgment bar, 
aie important realities ; things 
that we muſt all ſhortly behold, 
and that will terminate in the ever- 
Jaſt: ng happineſs, or eternal mile- 
ry. of each of us. Whether they. 
have due weight on your ſpirits, 
or not, I do not ſay, but all yur 
earthly ties will ſyon be broken, 
and God is loudty calling by this 
mourntul providence, Be ye alſo 
ready. Dovou know what a ſuita= 
ble readineſs is? Are you born 
2yain? Jeſus Chriſt ſays you can= 
not go tov heaven without that 
chatoe be wrought in you by bis 
boly fp:it. (Joha ut. 5.) Have 
y ou 
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you received the grace of repen- 
tance? There 1s no repentance in 
the grave, and God declares that 
except ye repent ye ſhall periſh, 

(Luke xi1t. of ) You cannot go to 
heaven without an intereſt in 
Chriſt, (Atts iv. 12.) and you can- 
not meet death with comfort, with- 
out a perſonal knowledge of his 
forgiving love. Chriſt came to 
give the knowledge of ſalvationby 
the remiſtion of fins. (Luke 1. 77) 
Such 1s the goodneſs of God that 
he pardons iniquity, tranſ{greffion 
and fin, through the atoning biood 
of the dear Redeemer ; and freely 
g1Ves a knowledge of forgiveneſs 
to many 1n the preſent day. He 
hath kindly communicated the en- 
Joyment of that ſoul animating fa- 
vour to Mr. Carcleſs, He is a liv- 

ing witneis of the power of vital 
godlineſs, and ol the ſou! cheering 
knowledge 
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knowledged of the forgiving love 
of the bleeding Saviour. Do you 
know any thing of this by expe- 
Tience ? If not, I hope you will be. 
led to ſeek it with the greateſt 
care and without delay. Though 


Mr, Careleſs was called in afiliftte 
' on, do not you trifle. Although 
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repentance and forgiveneſs have 
been given to Mr. Careleſs in the 
eleventh hour, you have but one. 
inſtance of this kind in the whole 
volume of Revelation, You cans 
not call a week, a day, nor an hour 
your own, and forgivenels may be 
withheld from you 1n the eleventh 
hour, as. repentance was from 
Eſau. May God the Spirit help 
you to {eek it earneſtly from this 


2 very moment, and he ſays, Thoſe 
7 that /eek ſhall find. It is worth 
$ your ſeeking, becauſe the forgiv- 
Z ing love of Chriſt, makes the rich 


_ kumble 
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Humble, the poor contented, the 
efflicted pattent, and the dying tri- 
umphant: 1t was that which ſ{up- 
ported Job under his complicated 


alllietions—St. Paul under his. 


heavy croſſes, Habakknk in the ex- 
pectation ol poverty, Stephen un- 
der martyrdom, and Simeon WM 
the views of death. This choice 
bleſiing now ſupports our ſick 
« friend, Permit me to pray that this 
inexpreſſible favour may be given 
to you. Aſter praver, Mr. Diligent 
ſaid, I am obhged to take a jour- 
ney, and cannot return for three 
days, Sir, but with your leave, [ 
will requeſt my veighbour Love- 
prayer to attend you during my 
abſence. I trult God will be with 
you, and I hope to lee yon at my 
return, 
Mr. Careleſs. Althotigh your 
friend John Lovyepray 'er, is a plain 
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blunt ſpeaking man, the Lord is 
truly with 11m, as le was with the 
{caticred difci; vices, winch 1 read 
of in Atts. x1. 21. ant | now ſee 
that the belt orators are not profie 
table to the ſoul unlels the Lord is 
with them. 1 was truly edified by 
his pain converſation, aud profit- 
ed under his prayers when you 
ſent him before. I never heard any 
parſon, bet; des yourlelf, pray {o® 
well, Do tend him. and be ſure 
come apyain, 1t I am alive when 
you Yetiirn 
Mr. D:!1gent returned accord- 
1ng tO ap pointment, batted to fee 
Mr. Carelefs, and fonnd kim much 
weakened in body; but you have 
the particulars ; W1tl 41 account 
Oi his death 11 
CONFERENCE the th. 
Mr. Dibireat. I am hap Py, my 
dear vir, thot we are fayoured with 
Q 2 auother 
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another intervieiv together : bl-(. 
ſed be God for ipaiing you until 
NOW. 

Mr. Carele/5, The Lord hath 
made you very uſeſul to my ſoul, 
and J am glad 1o ſee you, Sir, 
But though | with to ſay, The will 
of the Lord be done. I hoped to 
have been releaſed ſrom the ey 
before this time 
* Mr, Dicgent. Did the greatneſs 

of your pain, make you with for 
deliverance beiore the appointed 
time, Sir ? 

Mr. Carele/s. It would be a bad 
mark if pain were the principal 
thing that made me wiſh for death, 
I deſerve inſinitely more tlian I 
cndure; but though my pain 1s 
great, I ſhould not be willing to 
die unleſs the Lord had given me 
a knowiedoe of {ins forgiven, and 
an affurance that my foul will be 
LapPY aſter death, Mr, 
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Mr, Diltsent. They are very 
wrong indeed, vir, who wih to be 
delivered from the body before. 
they know whicther their precious 
ſouls are going to heaven, or hell, 

Many with rathly for death to 
releale thera from trouble and 

ain who, I fear, fink into 1nexe 
preflible miſery and woe. I with 
all ſaw the impropriety of ſuch 
conduct, as weli as you do. But 
pray, vr, hath the Lord been near, 
or atar off; and hath your foul. 
been comfortable; or miſerable 
ſince I ſaw you Jail? 

Ar. Carele/s. I have found real 
ſhame, and ſenfible grief that I did 
not ſeek and {erve the Lord ſoon- 
er, but I am thankful that he hath 
effetually ſought and truly taved 
me. My ſoul 1s ſtaid on the pre- 
cious blood, promiſe, and oath of 
a God in Chriſt. His preſence 

oO 3 comtkorts 
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comſorts my ſpirit; I know in 
whom I Have believed, and I ain 
perſuaded he 18 able to Keep that 
which I have committed unto hits 
charge ; I hope my foul will foon 
be freed ſrom this filthy priſon, 
the finſul body, that I may worſhip 
him perſettly, as I ought, in his 
glorious kingdom. | 

Mr. Diligent, When we wiſh 
to die becati- we loath a body of 
ſin. and wound be delivered from 
-21t: and necauſe we woul*t ploriſy 
and enjoy the riſen Saviour, 11 18 
highly commen/|able ; I am happy 
that Four motive 1s fo truly fpirt- 
tual, Bnt, pray Sir, have you no 
Gefire 10 11\e ? 
Mr. Care/e/s. 1 1] were perſia. 


ded that the Lord would make me. 
uleſul to the bod! $,. 0} louls, of 


my feilow creatures I ſhould be 
willing to live, but to die 1s gain ;; 
and 
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and I had rather go to Jelus than 
fill a chair of tate. 

Mr. Ditgent. I am truly ſatisfi + 
ed with what vou have ſaid, Sir. 
To gloriy God "af Lis ale FX ta 
the fouls and bodies of the tuman 
race is the grateful prattice of the 
proſperous chriſtian. May 'the 
Lord increalc the number ofſuch, 
but 1 beiieve your foul will ſoon 
be in heaven. 

Mr. Carele/s. Thanks be to God 
I find myſelf going very faſt. Mrs, 
Careleſs then entered the room, 
and he addrefled her as follows, 

Mr. Carers. 1 was juit about te 
have Fog ior thee my dearly be- 
loved, loving wite; pray call up 
our Fon children and ſervants that 
Mr. Diligent may go to prayer 
with us oncemore ; and that 1 may 
take my final leave of you all. 
Mrs, Careleſs wept much ; called 

S 4 tho 


. God beyour portion, protector 
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thefamily; and prayerbeing ended 
the dying gentleman with trem- 
bling accents thus addreſſed them, 
Mr. Careles. Farewell thou belt 


of wives, you deareſt children, 
and my faithful ſervants; may 
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and guide! weep not for me; I 
Wiſh I had been a better huſband, 
T better father, a better maſter ! 
Mrs. Careleſs. My deareſt crea- 
ture, thou haſt brought up thy fa- 
mily in a genteel manner, and left 
us all plenty in thy will ; this thou 
haſt done by honeſt induſtry. 
Thou haſt alſo been the moit kind 
huſband, tender father, and com- 
paſſionate maſter, for theſe reaſons 
I wonder that thou ſhouldeſtrefle& 
on thyſelf inthe leaſt. Kind hea- 
ven ſpare my loving huſband ! 
. Mr. Careleſs. I refle&t on my« 
ſelf, my deareſt creature, becauſe 
I have 
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T have not properly attended to | 


the welfare of your ſouls. I ſhould 
have turned my ſervants away, if 
they had not done my bu/ine/5, and 


ought to have been as-diligent 


in ſerving God myſelf, andas care- 


ful in leading each in my family 
to his ſervice, as I have in ſeeing 
that MY þbu/ane/s was done: this I 
unthinkingly omitted, and I juſtly 
reflett on mylelf on that account. 
Yet the Lord hath made Mr. Dili- 
gent the bleſſed inſtrument of 
turning me from darkneſs to light; 
from the power of fatau nnto God; 
and I have received the remiſhon 
of my fins by faith in Chrilt Jeſus. 
Our children have bibles, I hope 
they will carefully read them; do 
buy, and give one to each of the' 
fervants when Iam dead and gone; 
and my dying requeſt 1s that you 


will attend the miniſtry of Mr. 


Diligent 
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Diligent, and others whoſe preach< 
ing ſearches tie heart. You kuow 
I negletted - - - here the ruttles 
choaked his utterance,he fell back, 
lay a few rainutes, and then fail, 
Fnto thine hands I commend my 
Huri, for thou haſt redeemed it, O 
Lord ! thou God of truth, and exe 
fired. 

Mr. Diligent uſed every mean 
in his power to comfort the weep- 
ing tamily. When Mr. Carcleſs 
was buried, numbers of {pettatois 
thronged the chwch yard. Aſter 
the corple was put in tle ground, 
th- go:ly miniſter poruted to the 
grave, and agureiled the auditory 
as ſoilyws, 

Mr. Diltgent. See, mv dear 
friends, the end of all fleſh! The 
grave 18 walting for each of you, 
are you waiting for the grave? 
death will {von pierce through 

each 
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each of your hearts with his fatal 
dart ; are you prepezred to die? 
God will foow call young and old 
to judgment, are you ready to ap 
pear al las tremendous bar ? Many 
lave been ſnatched from their” 
connex1ions, relations, andacquain= 
tances ol late, and God onlv knows 
which of us muſt die next. Mr. 
Sear Conſcience uſed at times 
to attend at church; but, you 
know, this conduct was very re». 
pugnant to the goſpel. Some of 
our moit religious friends repeats 
ediy 9KER to l1m, but he made 
light of their affelionate reproofs, 
and ſomeriencs laughed when rhey 
ſpoke of the power of vital godh- 
nets on the heart. He alſo is now 
deal. One of my particular friends 
attendel /zm in his laſt Ylneſs:; 
but 1s Jaugiing at religion was 
then totalſy ended, and the hor- 

roOrs 
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rors of oultoy awhcind his ſoul. 

Means were carefully uſed to 
have comforted him, but in vain. 
When exhorted to pray, he replt- 
ed * I cannot; the Lord ſeems 
now to withheld a ſpirit of prayer 
from me.” He expreſſed timſelf 
as though aſſured his eternal pore 
tion was to be in the lake of fire 
and brimſtone, Jult before hts de- 
parture, 1n extraordinary 2gony, 

he cried out, 


Commiſſion'd from Go@'s flaming throne, + 
The Devil's come, to take his owns 


He then added, © I did not in- 
tend to have ſpoken poet ry, but 
the words | being put into n: ymind 
] cannot _ it, and expu red. — 
Awſlul death! It reminds me of 
Prov. xxix. 1. © He that 4 eing of 
ten reproved, hardeneth thts neck, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deftroy ed, andthat 
W3Rout remedy,” I fear there are 

many 
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many /carcd conſcrences 1n my Pas 
Tiſh, May all ſwearers, liars, adul- 
terers, drunkards, and gameſters 
meditate on th:s and tremble: alſo 
may all ſabbath breakers, pleaſure 
takers, prayerleſs fouls, and all 
who deſpiſe the vital power of 
godlinels confider theſe things and 2 
dread the conlequence, Look 
downward and think you ſee the 
iright{ul jaws of hell wide open, 
and that you behoid the tortures 
of the damned.—Liſten to their 
cries, and hear their ſcreeches !— 
* Who can dwell with everlaſling 
fire? who can endure everlaſting 
burnings ?—All who die uncon- 
verted mult dwell in the one, and 
endure the other. (ſce Matt. xvi 
3.) Awſul thought! how much to 
be dreaded? But, reverle tne 
ſcene, look upward, and think you 
ſee the golden curtaius of heaven. 
drawn 
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drawn aſide, and that you hear the 
ſongs of the blefled. How tranl- 
porting the EWOy ? How lerene 
' each Cunlntenance ! How bhliisiul 
their ſtate? How delirable their 
; Portion? O! conitder how much 
.- better it would be for your health 
37 and your purie,alſo for:vour trade, 
Four charatier and your family, as 
well as your /oul if yau were truly 
Teligious.—Mr. Careleſs, whole 
Temains are now put in the 
ground, was a true penitent, The 
'Lord forgave his ſins, and enrich» 
*d his foul with the joy of his fal- 
- Vation : may you all carefully ſeek 
the ſame ble{ling, until you re» 
ceive it, I purpoſe preaching bis 
ſuneral ſermon next{abbath morn- 
ins, and /Zer 1 intend to g1Vve VOU 
a Tull account of the Lord's gra- 
Clous de: alings with his foul. Mr, 
True Faith intends to  ulitſn the 
x fubllance 
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ſubſtance of what paſſed betw&en 
the late Mr. Corelelsand me, with 
the n:anner of the Lord's revealing 
Ins jorgiving love unto him. 1 
think the publication may pro- 
mote the vlory of God ani the ' 
good of mankind. It is a {ubject'% 


that 7/7 ſhould read, at leatit, ever y Wa 


week ; that you ſhould pray over 
with fervor, and examine yourſelves 
by with care, May you {and every 
reader) [eek Jul ſucha preparation 
as My. Careleſs dic, u1:d may the 

Lord Jehovah beitow 1t upon you 
as he 1d on him; then you will 
Iive happy, di2 comfortable, and 
reion with Clriit jor ever. Amen. 
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= Vn man, thy fond perſuits forbeary 
, Repent—thy end is nigh ; 
Death at the tartheſt, can't be far, 

. On ! think, before thou die. 


Refi-&, haft thou no ſoul to ſave ? 
Thy fins, how high they mount | 
Whar are thy hopes beyond the grave ? 

How ſtands that dark account 


Death enters, and there's no defence 
His time there's none can tell, 
Ne'!l in a moment call thee hence, | 

To Heaven, or to Rell. | 


Shall crawling worms conſume ; 
But ah ! deſtruction tops not therey | 
> Sin kills beyond the tomb. 


Thv fleth, perhaps thy chiefoſt care, | 


'To day, the Gosyer. calls, to day, 
Sinners, it ſpeaks to you, 
Let ev'ry one forfakc his way, 
And mercy will enſue, 
Rich mercyfiows thro* Tiailt's own Vlood, 'þ 
How vile ioc'er ye be. 
Abundant pardon, peace with God, 
Ali giv'n cutirely trees, 
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